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LONDON versus GREAT BRITAIN 


FOR CENTURIES there has been general agreement that 
London has been absorbing far too great a proportion of 
the population and wealth of Great Britain and for centuries 
the process has continued, latterly at a progressively increasing 
rate. 

In 1940 the Barlow Royal Commission unanimously observed 
that “‘ the continual drift of the industrial population to London 
and the Home Counties constitutes a social, economic and 
strategic problem which demands immediate attention.’ It is 
worth noting, by the way, that the reference to the strategical 
problem was made before the invention of the atom bomb. 

Since the war we have had the County of London and Greater 
London Plans, both of which followed the unanimous recom- 
mendation of the Royal Commission, consequent upon the 
observation quoted above, namely, the decentralisation or dis- 
persal both of industries and population from Greater London. 
The startling fact is, however, that industry continues to expand 
and people to pour in, until we have reached the fantastic situa- 
tion that the L.C.C. housing list of “live” applications has 
now grown to 165,000, representing more than 500,000 persons. 

It is obvious that the implementation of the Plans called for 
difficult adjustments between the Planning Authorities (reduced 
by the 1947 Act from 145 to 12) in Greater London, and it was 
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with the object of surmounting those difficulties that the Minister, 
in 1946, appointed the London Planning Administration Com- 
mittee, under the Chairmanship of the Rt. Hon. Clement Davies, 
M.P. Also, in December, 1949, the Ministry of Town and Coun- 
try Planning circulated a memorandum dealing with the problem 
of moving population and industry from the congested parts of 
the Greater London Areas to the nine new towns now under 
construction or “expanded” towns within the Outer Ring and 
beyond. 

The recommendations of the London Planning Administra- 
tion Committee and of the Ministry are now being considered 
by the local authorities who are concerned, but the |fact must be 
faced that, however willing these authorities may be to achieve 
the necessary joint action, they cannot of themselves prevent 
Greater London from continuing at an accelerated rate (pace 
the atom bomb) to defy the opinion of centuries by absorbing 
far too great a proportion of the population and wealth of Great 
Britain. 

We will consider in a moment what action the Government 
might take to stem this tide, but first a word as to what is bound 
to happen, failing such action. Let us assume that the local 
authorities adhere to the Plans, which have in general been com- 
mended to them by the Ministry (and it is essential that they 
should), and make the necessary arrangements for dispersing 
population and industry from the County of London and the 
surrounding congested boroughs to the new towns and “ ex- 
panded’ towns: nevertheless, the continuing influx of popula- 
tion, beyond their control, will (a) greatly hamper the process 





THIS WEEK’S NEWS 

PAGE 
* MANUFACTURERS of building materials and fitments 
who are hesitating on the brink of the Canadian market 
should plunge in now, for in another 18 months it may 
be impossible to find an opening there because other 
competition has arisen.’ Mr. R. R. Stokes (Minister of 
Works), who made these remarks at a luncheon given by 
“ The Builder”? on July 7 in connection with a Survey 
of the Canadian building materials market, added: ‘* As 
far as | know, nothing whatever is being done or is being 
exported which will interfere with the Government’s plan 
to build 200,000 houses a year.” The Secretary for 
Overseas Trade (Mr. Arthur Bottomley) also attended 

the lunch. 52 


THAT the policy of Direct Labour, if applied universally, 
would have the effect not only of stimulating competition 
and reducing prices but also of inevitably increasing 
productivity in the industry, is the view of a correspondent 
on page 56 


‘TOWN PLANS create little extra work. Their main 
object is merely to ensure that all work normally carried 
out and money spent on construction shall be directed to a 
common, useful end, and not, as in the past, be frittered 
away in often mutually destructive enterprises,” said Sir 
George Pepler at the annual dinner of the Town Planning 
Institute. 68 


THAT large regional airports would soon become the 
geographical pivot around which U.S, community life 
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would revolve, was a view expressed by Professor George 
Howe, chairman of Yale University’s department of 
architecture, in a recent broadcast in America. 69 


A RECOMMENDATION that more terraced houses 
should be built in Scotland “ since they are just as satis- 
factory as the semi-detached type, and are econemical 
and more satisfying architecturally,” is made in “* Housing 
Design,” a leaflet just issued by the Department of Health 
for Scotland. 69 


VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE R.1.B.A. so far elected are 
Mr. J. L. Denman, Mr. G. Grey Wornum and Mr. Norval 
R. Paxton. Mr. Martin S. Briggs is elected | Hon. 
Secretary and Mr. A. L. Roberts becomes Hon. Treasurer. 70 


THE GOVERNMENT, the building industry and the 
associated professions are to combine in presenting 
another Building Week, to be held in Leeds from Septem- 
ber 11-16. The primary purpose of the Week is to show 
the latest developments in building and the ways in which 
new methods, new materials and machines can raise 
output and reduce costs. 72 


THE GOVERNMENT have decided that, except in the 
cases of Russian and Finnish plywood and Canadian and 
American Douglas fir plywood, the licensing control over 
plywoed should be brought to an end. The issue of timber 
licences for all plywoods, other than those referred to 
above, came to an end on June 30. Tt 
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of decentralisation—since it is likely to exceed the rate of new 
construction in the receiving areas ; (b) face the inner authori- 
ties with the problem of meeting an influx equal to the planned 
efflux, by reverting to the unhealthily high densities which the 
Plans were designed to reduce. 

The main reason why people flock to a place is the opportuni- 
ties it affords for employment. Since they still flock to Greater 
London, the reason must be that opportunities for employment 
are increasing there, and this must mean that the Board of 
Trade is doing nothing effective to prevent this increase. Doubt- 
less its reason will be “‘ export,’ but, important though this be, 
it is time that the nation and the Government woke up to the 
facts of the situation. First, the Board of Trade should be 
required to present its case ; second, should its case be proved, 
the nation should decide whether or not there are alternative 
means of securing these ends without (a) condemning a con- 
siderable proportion of the population of its capital city to an 
unnatural existence, and (b) allowing Greater London to continue 
to absorb an altogether undue proportion of the population 
and wealth of Great Britain. 

While the Government must accept the responsibility of de- 
cision on matters of national policy and could help the local 
authorities in such ways as, for example, allowing its develop- 
ment charge to be ploughed back into the areas in which it is 
created, the local authorities of Greater London must not re- 
main supine but must see to it that the Government understands 
their case. They must be firm in their decision to do all in their 
power to carry out their plans and to abhor unhealthily high 
densities of building. As the London Planning Administration 
Committee indicated, this will involve concerted action and some 
degree of surrender of sovereignty. Any surrender of sover- 
eignty is a pill not easy to swallow, but since the Nations of 
Western Europe now realise that they will inevitably be over- 
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whelmed, failing a degree of such surrender on a national plane, 
so surely must the local authorities of Greater London, on their 
plane, appreciate the same necessity for the same reason, 
although the form such submergence may take may be different, 


RENTS AND SUBSIDIES 


THE time is fast approaching when the whole question of 

housing rents and subsidies must be comprehensively 
reviewed. On the one hand, the rents of private houses are 
pegged to their pre-war levels, so that in many cases the unfortu- 
nate landlords cannot afford to maintain their property in 
sound condition. In fact, it is probably true to say that new 
slums are now being created faster than new houses are being 
built. It is indicative of the seriousness of the situation that 
Mr. Bevan (surely no friend to landlords) last week received a 
property owners’ deputation and undertook to consider their 
case. On the other hand, the cost of local authority house- 
building is now so high that many would-be tenants cannot 
afford the rent of a council house. One solution to this problem 
is that of rent rebates, and it would seem that, failing a totally 
new approach to housing finance, the rent rebate system will 
have to be adopted more widely than at present. It was strongly 
urged by the Archbishop of York in the recent House of Lords 
debate on housing progress. 

In these circumstances the publication of a pamphlet on the 
subject by the Society of Housing Managers is most opportune 
and welcome.* This pamphlet is a factual review of the subject, 
and there is no attempt to argue a case for or against the use of 
rebates schemes nor to discuss alternative methods of rent 
relief. After outlining the history of rent rebates, it discusses 
in some detail the working of the system and deals particularly 
with the problem of what is to be included in assessing family 
income. This last topic can, of course, be political dynamite 
and is likely to be the biggest hindrance to a rational system 
of housing finance. By analysing factually and dispassionately 
the various methods adopted by various local authorities to 
deal with this problem, the Society of Housing Managers may 
have gone a long way towards laying the bogey of the “ means 
test.’ Finally, the pamphlet gives illustrations from twelve 
local authorities of the working of rebate schemes. 

There are so many different types of scheme that it is not 
possible to review them here in detail. The two most widely 
used, however, are (1) The guarantee to every family, according 
to its size, of a minimum subsistence income after payment of 
the rent; and (2) the limitation of the gross rent payable toa 
certain proportion of the family income—usually one-fifth or 
one-sixth. 

Even within these two main categories there are numerous 
variants, e.g. the different methods of calculating family income. 
There are also different methods of financing a rebate scheme, 
namely, (a) by an additional rate contribution over and above 
the statutory contribution, or (b) using the statutory subsidies 
only without any addition from the rates. The first method 
increases the total amount by which council tenants as a whole 
are subsidised. The second method does not increase the total 
subsidy but distributes it among the tenants on a differential 
basis according to need. 

The latter method seems infinitely preferable at the present 
time. It is already one of the biggest anomalies of present-day 
housing finance that many people living in privately owned 
houses are called upon—through rates and taxes—to subsidise 
the rents of council house tenants who may be better off than 
themselves. For this reason, too, it is probably true to say that 
we cannot much longer go on treating the finance of private 
housing and the finance of State housing in watertight compart 
ments. That, however, does not detract in the least from the 
value of this excellent pamphlet. We congratulate the Society 
of Housing Managers upon it and we commend it to evely 
student of housing problems. The more factual studies like 
this the better. 
~* “Rent Rebates—A Review ’’ (Society of Housing Managers, 13, Suffolk-street, 
S.W.1. Price Is.). 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


F.L.W. on the Architecture of 
Democracy 


FPWENTY-FOUR hours after his arrival 
from America (whence he had been 
coaxed by a cablegram sent by the Principal 
and students of the A.A. School), Mr. Frank 
Lloyd Wright, looking ten years younger 
than when he delivered the Sulgrave Trust 
lectures at the R.I.B.A. in 1939, addressed, 
on July 7, a packed house at the Architec- 
tural Association. The committee, with 
commendable restraint, had excluded from 
the dinner not only themselves but also 
members who were likely to meet the dis- 
tinguished visitor during his stay in London. 
The absence of familiar faces produced a 
sense Of unreality which was added to by 
the guest of honour’s address in which he 
pursued the main lines of his speech at 
Houston (rebroadcast some months ago 
on the Third Programme) on the occasion 
of the award to him of the A.I.A. gold medal 
for 1949. 

If we recollect that broadcast correctly, 

Mr. Lloyd Wright scarified the American 
public in general and the American architect 
in particular for their insensitivity to the 
requirements of the small man, and pleaded 
for an architecture of democracy. In America 
there may well be such a need, but to preach 
the same gospel in London rings no bell. 
Democracy may be said to have swallowed 
architecture whole, for the efforts of most 
architects and the thoughts of 99 per cent. of 
architectural students are devoted to plan- 
ning the lives, the homes, the hospitals, 
the schools and the crematoria of the ordin- 
ary citizen. But when Mr. Lloyd Wright 
last week accompanied his plea for an archi- 
tecture of democracy by suggesting that that 
desirable end could be obtained only through 
organic architecture, we began to wonder at 
what point we came in, for he defined 
organic architecture as ‘something which 
comes from within and spreads outwards.” 
We read that as meaning a return to indi- 
vidual thought and action, and wondered 
what it had to do with an architecture of 
democracy which, in Great Britain at least, 
is girt round with the shackles of committees 
and group working, in which the individual 
Is apt to stifle, even though the mass 
survive. 
_ Mr. Lloyd Wright (who, Sullivan excepted, 
is the greatest individualist American archi- 
tecture has produced) has, even at 81, some- 
thing valuable to give us in this country, but 
we believe that it lies not in the pursuing 
of definitions of democracy but in putting 
the case for the re-establishment of the 
individual in art and in architecture and in 
life as the crying need of the contemporary 
world, 

We Tegret that no report of his remarks 
can be given as Mr. Lloyd Wright is to 
address the students today (Friday), but 
We can pass to those concerned his advice, 
after Seeing the blitz scars of London, that 
the best gesture you can make today is 
to plant grass wherever a bomb fell.” 


Television Broadcast on Housing. 


A TELEVISION BROADCAST on housing, with 
particular reference to the lessons that can 
be learned from the housing industry in the 
United States, is to take place on Friday, 
July 21, from 9.15 p.m. to 10 p.m. Mr. 
Robert O. Lloyd, O.B.E., President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, Mr. R. H. Matthew and Mr. 
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C. Douglas Calverley, senior Vice-President 
of the Federation of Registered House 
Builders, are to take part in the broadcast. 

Mr. Paul Bareau, the economist, is to com- 
pére the programme, and other well-known 
figures in the building industry, including 
Sir Luke Fawcett, President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
Mr. Frank Beazley, Clerk to the National 
Joint Council, and Mr. W. R. Johnstone, one 
of the operatives who went to the United 
States last summer with the productivity 
team, are also to take part. It is understood 
that a special six-minute film made by the 
television film unit is to be included. 

The building trades experts are to be ques- 
tioned by Councillor J. Samuels, who is 
chairman of the Shoreditch Housing Com- 
mittee, and Mr. Ronald Hope, a_ newly 
married young man, will also speak as a 
member of the public. 

An Architectural Pioneer. 


A TALK on his recent work in East 
Africa is to be given at the R.I.B.A. on 
July 20, by Ernst May, the noted German 
architect, of whom Mr. E. Maxwell Fry, 
F.R.I.B.A., writes: He belongs to the 
generation of German architects—Gropius, 
Mendelsohn, Mies Van der Rohe—who 
gathered up varied movements of style and 
technique into a coherent architecture, 
tested it in every variety of building during 
the tumultuous years of the Weimar 
republic, and set firmly the principles and 
practice of a new architecture. 

As Director of Housing at Frankfurt, he 
carried out schemes of far-reaching im- 
portance, not only because of their size, 
but because of their decisive character as 
architecture that successfully met the 
challenge of industrialism. 

He later worked in Russia as a town 
planner and when this group of architects 
and artists was scattered to the corners of 


the world, he retired to farm in East 
Africa. 
The architectural urge was too strong. 


He took up practice in Kenya. We have 
seen his interesting plan for Kampala in 
Uganda, but little as yet of what his busy 
practice is yielding. 

A.A. Dramatics. 

IN CHOOSING to present Ronald Duncan’s 
play, “This Way to the Tomb,” at King 
George’s Hall, Holborn, on Tuesday even- 
ing, the A.A. dramatic players set them- 
selves a severe test. They passed it, 
however, with high honours. The play is 
divided into two scenes only, the first 
demanding by far the greatest acting ability, 
and in this Denys Hinton, as Father 
Antony, a meditative priest, gave an un- 
faltering, poetic performance. He was well 
supported by Michael Cain, Martin Platt 


and Philip Guilmant as his devoted 
followers. 
From the wisdom of the fourteenth- 


century priests we move on to contemplate 
the shallow, futile philosophy expounded 
by a modern commercial, religious sect. 
The complete change of mood was created 
with admirable effect; all those playing 
double réles did extremely well. 


1.A.A.S.’s Country Home. 

THE GARDEN PARTY which the Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Surveyors is 
holding tomorrow (Saturday) at its new 
country quarters known as Wren Park, 
Whyteleafe, will provide an opportunity for 
members and friends to discover the beau- 
ties of this estate which is situated in the 
Caterham Valley. The Association acquired 
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Mr. Frank Lloyd Wright addressing the 
Architectural Association on July 7. On his 
left is Mrs. Lloyd Wright. 


the estate in 1947 on the advice of Mr. 
Forbes Campbell, who was then president, 
and it was his wish that it should be 
developed as a cultural and recreational 
centre for members and, particularly, stu- 
dents of the allied professions. 

Although the house, set in the centre of 
the estate, possesses no very: outstanding 
architectural features, it is admirably 
suitable for the purpose to which it is 
to be put. It already houses, the library, 
education offices and other departments of 
the Association, and it is expected that an 
official opening will take place early in 1951. 
Planning Appointment, Southport. 

SoUTHPORT COUNTY BOROUGH invite appli- 
cations for the appointment of Borough 
Architect and Planning Officer. Salary, 
£1,200-£1,400 per annum. Details are adver- 
tised in this issue. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. Evite Mayorcas, F.R.1.B.A., of 14, David Mews, 
Baker-street, W.1, has changed his telephone number to 
Welbeck 9205-6-7. 

Messrs. ASHFORD AND TROWER, quaritity surveyors, 
of “* London House,” The Prairie, London-road North, 
Lowestoft, have now opened a branch office at 1, Neale- 
street, Ipswich, Suffolk. Tel. : Ipswich 3375. Up-to- 
date trade catalogues would be welcomed. 


COMING EVENTS 
Monday, July 17. 

MINISTRY OF WORKS AND B.A.T.C.—Opening of 
“Careers in Building” exhibition. Tecknical College, 
Brunswick-road, Gloucester. Continuing until July 28. 

Thursday, July 20. 

Mars Group.—Ernst May will talk about his recent 
work in East Africa. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

L.M.B.A.—Half-yearly meeting and an address by 
Mr. I. Murray Leslie, J.P., Hon. A.R.I.B.A. (Editor, 
The Builder), on “‘ The Building Industry In Canada,” 
47, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 2.15 p.m. 


FROM ‘“ THE BUILDER ” OF 1850 
Saturday, July 13, 1850 

VictoriA Dock, HuLL.—The formal open- 
ing of this dock took place on Wednesday 
in last week. The area of the dock and its 
half-tide basin is about 15 acres. . .. The 
plans for the last link of the present series 
of docks at Hull, namely, the Drypool Basin, 
and entrance to Victoria Dock, await the 
sanction of the Admiralty, which, according 
to our authority, the Hull Packet, is expected 
forthwith. 
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BUILDING MATERIALS EXPORT 


THE MINISTER OF WORKS ON CANADIAN 
OPPORTUNITIES 


HE MINISTER OF Works (Mr. R. R. 

Stokes, M.C., M.P.) and the SECRETARY 
FOR OVERSEAS TRADE (Mr. Arthur Bottom- 
ley, O.B.E., M.P.) attended a luncheon given 
by the directors of The Builder on July 7 to 
introduce the results of the Survey under- 
taken by the newspaper into the opportuni- 
ties for the increased exports of British 
building materials to Canada. Mr. H. A. 
Cox, F.C.A., F.S.A., Hon. A.R.I.B.A. 
(Chairman of The Builder, Ltd.) presided, 
and welcomed ‘the guests. 

The toast of “Canada” was proposed by 
Mr. BoTTOMLEY, who said that they would 
expect him, in proposing the toast, to relate 
it to his own job as Secretary for Overseas 
Trade. He wanted to say right away that 
we had had two most successful months in 
connection with exports to Canada. For April 
and May this year we exported £21 millions 
worth of goods, the figure for the correspond- 
ing period of 1949 being £13.7 millions worth. 
That was an increase of one-third, expressed 
in terms of sterling. In dollars it meant 
that we had earned 60 million United States 
dollars in April and May this year compared 
with 55 millions in April and May, 1949. 
“But it is going to take all our time to 
maintain the position. Canadian markets 
are still as tough and as exacting as ever. 
That is a challenge to us and we must accept 
it. I am very glad to see that the building 
industry is doing that very effectively but, 
if I may use an historic phrase, this is only 
the beginning of the Canadian export drive.” 


Canadian Assistance 
We could not fail to express our thanks 
to the Canadians themselves, continued Mr. 
Bottomley. We had had positive assistance 
from them and particularly from the primary 
producing sections of the community. The 





THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. H. A. Cox, F.C.A., F.S.A., Hon. A.R.I.B.A.), welcoming the guests. 
right) are: Mr. R. G. Main (Vice-Chairman, The Builder), Sir Norman Kipping (Director-General, Federation of 
British Industries), Mr. Ian M. Leslie (Editor, The Builder), Mr. R. R. Stokes, M.P. (Minister of Works), Mr. Arthur 
Bottomley, M.P. (Secretary for Overseas Trade) and Mr. John B. Perks (Executive Director, The Builder). 


ability of Canada to send us exports depended 
on the amount of exports she took from us 
and the rest of the sterling area. There were 
two striking illustrations of the help that 
Canada was giving us. One was the activity 
of the Dollar-Sterling Trades Board, under 
the chairmanship of Mr. James Duncan, 
which co-operated so closely with our own 
Dollar Exports Board. Then there were the 
very encouraging words we got from 
prominent Canadians in all walks of life. 
Mr. Bottomley referred to the words of the 
Prime Minister of Canada, who had said: 
“It is strongly in our national interest to 
encourage the import of British goods into 
Canada.” 


We must certainly widen the extent and 
broaden the range of consumer goods as 
well as increase the number of engineering 
products which we exported to Canada, con- 
tinued the speaker. If we could do that we 
should see that the monthly figures of 
exports to Canada would begin to show a 
gradual trend upwards and enable us to 
reach a high volume of exports to that 
country. That was why it was most impor- 
tant that communities like the British build- 
ing materials industry should take steps to- 
wards that end, and he congratulated the 
Chairman and the directors of The Builder 
on the very good work they had done. Of 
course, we wanted to be in a position where 
we did not need to obtain credits. But our 
purchases from Canada had increased re- 
cently and we were going to resume the 
purchase of Canadian iron ore and step up 
attempts to buy Canadian newsprint and 


Canadian softwood. There had just been a 
meeting between officials of our Government 
and those of the Canadian Government to 
discuss these matters, and he could assure 
his audience that it had gone very well. 


Others (left to 
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Canada’s Great Destiny 


Responding to the toast, MR. PERCIVvAL 
HUFFMAN (President, Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce) said that, without being boastful, 
he felt that Canada had a great destiny in the 
world. Canada was just on the verge to-day, 
probably, of being in the position that the 
United States occupied somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of 1890, and Canada had all 
of that growth ahead of it, given prosperity, 

Mr. Huffman referred to the vision which 
the Chairman and directors of The Builder 
had had in instigating their mission to 
Canada to make the very fine research which 
had been made by the Editor, Mr. Leslie, 
and Mr. Perks, the Executive Director. It 
was refreshing to him that they had gone 
out to get that experience. He had had the 
privilege of a pre-view of the articles which 
appeared in that week’s issue of The Builder, 
They were most magnificently done and set 
out just what were the opportunities for 
trade with Canada. As a matter of fact, he 
was rather astounded himself with the pos- 
sibilities displayed. There was a great field 
for development there, but the most impor- 
tant thing to realise was that with that growth 
which was ahead of Canada, British industry 
must get in there right now before some- 
body else did so. Somebody was going to 
get in there and cash in on the prospects 
which would arise. Those who did not 
would simply be crowded out. The poten- 
tialities of the Dominion could only be 
appreciated by those who had had the oppor- 
tunity of making a personal study of it. The 
contribution made by The Builder would, he 
hoped, be responsible for making more and 
more people able to visit Canada, and that 
as a result we should soon see an increased 
trade between the two countries. 


Need for Trading Reciprocity 


Proposing the toast of “The Building 
Materials Trades,” THE MINISTER OF Works 
said he could not do better than first of 
all to congratulate his hosts on behalf of 
his fellow-guests and himself for organising 
that party and giving some of them the 
opportunity of talking a little 
about our relationship with 
our greatest Dominion. At 
the outset he would like to 
congratulate Mr. Cox, who 
he believed was just about to 
complete fifty years or there- 
abouts of association with 
The Builder, if not quite so 
long as a director of it. Mr. 
Stokes said he was sure the 
whole company would join 
with him in that. 

Then he also wanted par- 
ticularly to congratulate both 
Mr. Leslie and Mr. Perks for 
the astonishing and most 
magnificently comprehensive 
review of Canada, which they 
seemed to have carried out 
in three weeks; they must 
have travelled fast and 
furious, because Canada was 
not only a great but a very 
large country, and those who 
had had the opportunity of 
reading the fly sheets of that 
day’s issue of The Builder 
would appreciate from the 
contents what a  day-and- 
night job it must have been 
to accumulate the vast 
amount of really authorita- 
tive information. With Mr. 
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‘that it was about time that we in 





july 14 1950 


THE BU:ILOER 





Left to right (facing): Mr. D. C. Mallam, Mr. F. R. Yerbury, Sir Harry Gilpin and Mr. Arthur 
Cox (Director, The Builder). 


The 
trade 
Having 
really departed from active life, he 
recollected that it was some two years ago 
that he first started in Parliament to urge 
this 
country, in return for the enormous pur- 
chases we were making, set about persuad- 
ing the Canadians to understand that if they 


Bottomley, he welcomed the effort 
Builder was making to increase 


‘wanted us to go on doing that, then they 


must buy goods from us and get from us 
a very considerable proportion of our iron 


© and steel products, which up to that time 





they had been purchasing in such vast 


‘amounts from America. When one reflected 


that at that time we imported some £80 to 90 


‘million worth of wheat and iron ore and 
' other things from Canada and that Canada 


only took £76 million worth from us, 


' one would see that there was a difference 


) between the two countries. 


a 








One of the most practical ways of closing 
the gap was to get a proper understanding of 
the niceties of trade between Canada and our- 


' selves. That brought him to the part which 


the building materials industry could play 
in bringing about that necessary balance of 
trade. He could say that recent figures were 
encouraging. Comparing past figures with 
present-day figures it was a fact that our ex- 
ports of building materials, fitments and 
equipment to Canada were five times in 
value what they were before the war. What 


) was all to the good, these exports did not in- 
) terfere with the home building programme. 


In 1948 we exported, f.o.b., £125,799 worth 
of building materials, fitments and equip- 
ment per month to Canada. In 1949 the 
figure was £171,222 worth and up to the end 
of May this year we had exported £195,666 
worth per month. These figures in dollar 


» values were not really equal to what we did 


in dollars last year. 


No Interference with House Building 


“As far as I know,” said Mr. Stokes, 
‘nothing whatever is being done or is being 
exported at this moment which will interfere 
with the Government’s plan to build 200,000 
houses a year. There is not a sign of that, 
and it is important that people should realise 
that every part of British industry has to 
make its contribution to closing the gap be- 
tween ourselves and the other side of the 
Atlantic Ocean. Of course, the real thing 
is that we are in a perfectly crazy monetary 


* System which covers the world, and we ought 


to be able to do something to get Canada 
into the sterling group. It is a very sad thing 
that one of the great Commonwealth nations 
does not accept the family ticket.” 

Canada (continued Mr. Stokes) was a tre- 
mendously go-ahead country and although 
huge had tremendous scope for industrial 
expansion; if we had courage we would go 
ahead and exceed all the efforts we had 
already made to sell to her. Our building 
industries had got to be contributors to the 
whole effort of bringing about that desirable 
balance of trade. The export of such goods 
as were produced by the building materials 
manufacturers paid not only for the food 
which we were, of course, very anxious to 
buy—and at the right price—but helped to 
improve the amount of timber imports com- 
ing in from Canada. 

Emphasising again that the exports we 
were making of building materials were not 
interfering with our own house-building pro- 
gramme, Mr. Stokes said that he had been 
getting a good deal of criticism and had been 
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dealing with questions in Parliament about 
cement. Cement production to-day was 
greatly in excess of our expectations for this 
year and 30 per cent. above anything 
achieved before the war. During the first 
five months of this year we had exported 
less cement, to the tune of 57,000 tons, than 
we had planned. In 1949 we produced 
9,215,000 tons, in 1950 we should produce 
10,000,000 tons. In the first half of 1949 
we produced 4,612,000 tons, and so far in 
1950 we had produced 4,834,000 tons. 

But consumption was also’ increasing. 
During the first six months of 1949 we had 
consumed 3,761.000 tons and this year we 
had already used 3,989,000 tons. It was a 
great mistake to suggest that because con- 
sumption had gone up enormously any short- 
ages that had appeared were due to excessive 
exports. However, the Government realised 
the urgency of keeping all our housing pro- 
grammes going and that nothing was more 
important than providing decent homes for 
the people and therefore, in order to meet 
an additional demand, the Government had 
arranged for a certain amount of additional 
imports of cement, and, if necessary, for 
some reduction of our less urgent exports. 


Taking the Plunge 


Mr. Stokes proceeded to urge manu- 
facturers of building materials and fitments 
who were hesitating on the brink of the 
Canadian market to plunge in now, for in 
another eighteen months it might be im- 
possible to find an opening there because 
other competition had arisen. We needed to 
sell to the Canadians what they wanted. It 
was no good expecting them to take our 
goods because we had produced them. Their 
climate and conditions were quite different 
from ours. It was most desirable that those 
who wished seriously to sell to the Canadian 
market should, if at all possible. go out there 
and see for themselves what was required. 
He was very glad that The Builder had been 
abroad and seen for itself what was wanted 
in Canada. Canada had got used to Ameri- 
cans and their use of high-powered salesman- 
ship, and it was vitally important that we in 





THE MINISTER OF WORKS (Mr. R. R. Stokes, M.C., M.P.), who proposed the toast of 


** The Building Materials Trades.”’ 


O.B.E., M.P. (Secretary for Overseas Trade), who proposed the toast of “‘ Canada. 


On the left of the Chairman is Mr. Arthur Bottomley, 


’ 
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our efforts to close the gap should realise, 
first, that we had to sel] the goods; second, 
that we must let the Canadians have them 
now; and, third, we must see to it that they 
got service above anything anybody else had 
been used to on this side of the Atlantic. 

Mr. Stokes ended by saying he believed 
that the greatest and best opportunity of 
bringing about a real balance in our tradz 
with the dollar countries would be afforded 
by building a profitable and constructive re- 
lationship between the people of the great 
Dominion of Canada and ourselves. 

Mr. W. H. PILKINGTON, chairman of the 
Building Materials Export Group, respond- 
ing, said the building materials producers 
very much welcomed the very useful and 
opportune survey of the Canadian market by 
The Builder. They realised that there was 
something to be done and on their part they 
would try to do it. Although opportunism 
was very necessary at the moment, in enter- 
ing some of these overseas markets one could 
not really establish oneself in a short time: 
one had to look to the future. He hoped 
that those firms which intended to export to 
Canada permanently would be given every 
encouragement to take the opportunities 
offered with a very long distant prospect that 
they would not be in any way subject to in- 
terference within the next few years and 
would be able to invest in one way or 
another in exporting to Canada even if they 
could export to other markets which were 
more profitable. He would just make one 
point; if we were to get more dollars there 
were three good purchases which we must 
make. One was softwood for building. He 
was sure everyone was agreed on that. 
Another was newsprint. Third, we must 
make available facilities for investing capital 
in Canada in the interests of maintaining 
British interests on the other side in manu- 
facturing and distribution. In his experience 
the British Exchange Control and the 
Treasury had done their utmost to help in- 
dustry in this way but if we had more funds 
he hoped they would have a high claim on 
the priorities in the call on dollars, because 





MR. W. H. PILKINGTON responding to 


the toast of ‘* The Building Materials 
Trades.’? On his left is Mr. Percival Huffman, 
President, Canadian Chamber of Commerce. 
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MR. BRIAN OLDFIELD (Director, The Builder) talking to Sir Leonard Paton, on whose 
left are Mr. Spence Sanders and Mr. T. Brockie. 


he thought bread cast on the waters now 
would bring a very good return in the future. 

There was one point in that week’s edition 
of The Builder with which he was not wholly 
in agreement. That was on the question of 
the people with whom we were competing. 
The Builder said: “It must be stated un- 
equivocably that the aim of an increased ex- 
port drive is not to displace the Canadian 
home market.” That might not be the aim, 
but he was bound to say that that might 
sometimes be the effect. Those exporters in- 
terested in Canada must be able to succeed 
on a genuine competitive basis. 

The Question of Transport 

On the question of transport, there was an 
excellent article on that subject in the Survey 
but it had been made quite clear to him that 
day that Canada was a vast continent 3,500 
miles across—well, for five months in the 
year it was 3,500 miles across, but for seven 
months it need only be 1,500 miles across. 
If we could get direct access to the important 
markets of Ontario and right up to Port 
Arthur and Port William we should halve the 
distance and it was well-known that it was 
in Ontario that the market lay (Ontario was 
second only to Quebec). He hoped that 
Mr. Bottomley would urge that his depart- 
ment would press for the St. Lawrence river 
to be developed as a great seaway, so that we 
could get the biggest ships up to Toronto 
and Port Arthur and everywhere else, and 
that shipping be made available at all costs, 
at a really competitive rate, right down even 
to small ships. 

In his foreword to the report in The 
Builder Mr. Stokes had said: “ There is no 
need to minimise the problems of marketing, 
but the suggestion may be thrown out that 
these problems can be reduced in scale and 
economies effected by groups of firms joining 
forces in a co-operative sales drive. The 
time to do this is now; in a few more years 
other nations may have entrenched them- 
selves beyond possibility of displacement.” 
Mr. Pilkington said he entirely agreed with 
those words. He was very glad that the 
Minister had been bold enough to say that 
because he thought it should be said, but 
the policy was not without its difficulties. He 
knew that it was often said that co-operative 
marketing schemes, for one reason or 
another, were open to abuse, but the matter 
was far too important for us to avoid co- 
operation in case it might be abused and he 
hoped we should not leave the adoption of 
that very helpful idea to other countries. 


Technical Press’s Contribution 





a? 


SIR NorMAN KippinG (Director-General, | 
Federation of British Industries) thought the 4 


trade and technical Press had an essential and 
very valuable part to play in the promotion 
of the aims which really were important jp 
the current national policy, whether it wer 


in fostering high productivity or encouragin 7 


export markets or in other directions. “Un- | 


fortunately,” he added, “there are man 
journals which potter along, doing just 
good a job as will just retain their incom 
from advertising, and nothing else. 


to other trade and technical publications in 


its most recently-published issue, with it 7 


comprehensive and really helpful survey of 
the market in Canada. In fact, the news 
paper’s proprietors have done some building 
on their own account and deserve every cot- 
gratulation. I have always felt that th 
technical Press should regard itself as ven 
much a part of the industry or trade which 
it serves, identified with it and part of it 
and I believe that The Builder believes in 
that principle.” 


SIR NORMAN KIPPING (Director, Federa- 
tion of British Industries), who also responded. 


Con: | 
trasted with that, The Builder has set a lead | 
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In picking out exports to Canada as the 
subject of a special issue, the newspaper had 
obviously put their finger right on the spot. 
Having recently returned from Canada him- 
gif and having been brought into close touch 
with industrial and commercial activity in 
relation to Canada, he thought he could say 
that in the last twelve months there had 
been a remarkable change of attitude on the 
part of the generality of British industry to- 
wards Canada. He felt that a year ago 
people were rather bracketing Canada with 
the U.S.A., that they were thinking of it as 
, similar problem to the U.S.A., having most 
of the same conditions and limitations that 
the U.S.A. market was still felt to have, 
suffering, perhaps, the same painful and vio- 
lent fluctuations in economic conditions, 
being as difficult as the U.S.A. market was 
known to be. But since then there had been 
a marked change in the opinion of people 
here and a very great number of British 
firms had now realised that whilst we were 
to such an obvious extent the Canadian’s 
natural market over here for timber, news- 
print, iron ore, wheat and many other cate- 


' gories of goods, equally naturally Canada, 
both at the moment and in the long-term 


sense, WaS a market for us and a commercial 
policy should be built and developed so that 
Canada would be a market for our goods. 
Numbers of firms were establishing them- 
selves in Canada in a permanent way, had 
set up their depots and warehouses and 
branch houses and were tackling agency 
problems as they never did before and the 
results were beginning to show up in the 
trade returns. 


A Vital Factor 


“Tam one of those who devoutly hope 
that we shall not leave it to be realised by 
the Canadians that the encouragement by 
them of our exports is only regional,” con- 
cluded Sir Norman. “I hope that we shall 
demonstrate to them that the increase of our 
exports to Canada does bring with it a great 


return in the shape of imports by us of 


Canadian goods. I think that a practical 
demonstration of the fact that this thing 
really works, that more goods sold to Canada 


| means more goods bought from Canada, is 
) a vital factor to-day in trying to build up 
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dera- 
nded. 


these export figures. It is not as if the 
things we want to buy from Canada are not 
essential things; they are essential goods such 
as softwoods and foodstuffs.” So far as 
building materials were concerned, it had 
been extremely heartening to hear in the last 
few days of one or two important successes 
of British firms in their quotations for the 
second phase of the subway contracts. Here 
several important contracts had come our 
way en masse. These further developments 
in the building and contracting field were evi- 
dence to the producer that there was a real 
market in Canada. One did not need to be 
a wise or farseeing man to feel that this was 


| 4 great country of the future and that our 


producers and salesmen should use all the 
arts and wiles and figures of salesmanship 


p and all competitive processes in going in 


there and establishing themselves in a grow- 
ing market with a long-term future. 


Those present included: Sir Leonard Paton, Sir 


@ Harry Gilpin, Sir Harold Emmerson, Mr. Michael 


Waterhouse, Col. H. F. E. Smith, Messrs. D. C. Mallam, 
E. 0. Norton, K. McGregor, T. Brockie, B. P. Barker, 
F, R. Yerbury, B. Agard Evans, Spence Sanders, A. J. 
see. C. J. Bailey, G. Goddard Watts, Eric L. 
KT Charles Crichton, Harry Johnson, Philip Scholberg, 
~ Robinson, N. M. Clougher, H. F. Charles, Howard 
legg and V. A. Halford. 

From The Builder were Messrs. R. G. Main, Arthur 
x and Brian Oldfield (directors), John B. Perks 


b (executive director) and Ian M. Leslie (editor). 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


A.R.C.U.K. and Architectural 
Education 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


G!R.—When reading the report of the 

A.R.C.U.K.’s 73rd meeting (The 
Builder, June 23), it is difficult to overlook 
the cursory manner in which the chairman 
of the Board of Architectural Education 
disposed of a motion criticising the partisan 
constitution of the General Purposes Com- 
mittee. In face of this, Major Athoe is to 
be congratulated on once again preserving 
his equanimity. 

Mr. Kenneth Cross, the chairman, knows 
quite well that, apart from concerning them- 
selves with architectural education, he and 
his colleagues play no small part in im- 
plementing the cartel which the Royal 
Institute has seen fit to operate against all 
non-members ever since it was denied a 
ready-made monopoly of the profession by 
Act of Parliament. 

In this connection the conduct of those 
members of the Royal Institute in charge of 
public departments who continue to prefer, 
and in a growing number of cases to restrict 
appointments on their staffs to, members of 
the R.I.B.A. is deserving of the most severe 
censure. It is the height of unpatriotism 
that members of a scientific and cultural 
society should indulge in this completely 
unauthorised and unwarranted differentia- 
tion at the present time. Now, as never 
before, the nation’s dire need is for the 
services of all her technicians, and not 
merely those contained within the ranks of 
the R.I.B.A. 

J. V. Drxon-VAUGHAN. 

Wellington, 

Shropshire. 
»* While we print this letter, it should be stated that 
the point at issue is the question of examinations qualify- 
ing for admission to the Register. At present the 
educational standard required by the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education (a body constituted under the Act) is 
the examination leading to Associateship of the R.I.B.A., 
but it is open to any constituent body to set up examin- 
ations of an equal standard. At the meeting referred to, 
Major Athoe announced his Association’s intention to 
hold an intermediate examination, the papers in which 
would be forwarded to the Council for its consideration. 
—Ep. 

Advertising the Architect 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
XIR—If I may take up the question 

(raised by a correspondent in your 
issue of June 30) of whether architects 
should permit their names to be affixed to 
builders’ signboards, I would say that to 
permit the architect’s name to be exhibited 
cn a building or site would have greater 
benefits to the profession and the man-in- 
the-street than its omission, for the follow- 
ing reasons :— 

(a) The work would rank in quality and 
design, even in the layman’s opinion, above 
those works executed by non-professional 
men who, though not qualified to design, 
frequently undertake architectural work: 

(b) A proficient architect would obtain the 
credit he deserves according to the quality 
of his work which could be observed 
during the progress of the works; 

(c) Too often have I heard architects 
accused of shoddy design and building, but 
upon investigation it is not infrequently 
found that a builder, without an architect’s 
assistance, has been responsible. Accusa- 
tions of such a nature bring the profession 
into disrepute, and only by advising the 
general public by labelling a building as 
architect-designed, can this be scotched. 
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(d) Too many believe that the architect 
is responsible for the production of pretty 
drawings only, but the unostentatious 
labelling of a job would eventually prove 
that this is not so; 

(f) Insufficient publicity: is given by the 
architects’ professional bodies to acquaint 
the general public with the benefits that 
can arise from the appointment of an archi- 
tect. 

The foregoing points may not have 
occurred to architects who have long been 
in practice, but they materially affect the 
younger generation of architects. If the 
professional bodies advised the public of 
the architect’s responsibilities, the need for 
so doing would not rest on the individual. 

REGINALD W. Brown, A.R.I.B.A. 

68 Gloucester-avenue, 

Grimsby, Lincs. 
«* The Ontario Institute of Architects is now under- 
taking a campaign of advertising and propaganda to 
acquaint the Canadian house buiiding public with the 
contribution to good planning and construction that 
the architect can make.—Eb. 


Modern Surveying Equipment 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
GQ IR,—May I thank Mr. Rolt Hammond 

for his article on this subject, pub- 
lished in your issue of June 30. Without 
doubt, the instruments mentioned are 
extremely efficient and offer a real contri- 
bution not only towards accuracy but also 
to speed of operation on survey works of 
all kinds. Like Mr. Hammond, I have had 
considerable experience in the use of 
theodolites and levels on surveys and con- 
tracts, and it is through this experience that 
I offer comment on modern surveying 
equipment. 

In my opinion a great deal more study 
might be given to the site operations of 
setting out and levelling, for it is in this 
sphere that most contractors are confronted 
with the necessity of keeping down costs. 
Not all contractors can afford to have on 
their hands the high-priced modern instru- 
ments offered to-day. Indeed, very many 
jobs are of such a nature that they cannot 
support the salary of a fully qualified in- 
strument operator. It necessarily follows 
that probably the foreman or some useful 
craftsman is given the job of setting out 
lines and giving levels. 

Here one is confronted with that vital 
point which concerns all instruments— 
simplicity of operation, Admittedly the 
modern instrument is simple to those who 
know all about them, but it must also be 
understood that usage by the inexperienced 
can do damage costly to repair, quite a 
problem in the endeavour to keep costs 
down and a factor which can so easily 
offset the saving offered by the modern 
instrument. 

On the average site the setting out mainly 
consists of turning 90 per cent. angles 
covered by the elevating or depressing tele- 
scope. Furthermore, the setting out of 
lines takes considerably more time than the 
levelling operations. In these modern times 
the surveyor and/or engineer sees to it that 
the site layout has been so calculated that 
odd angles become eliminated and the work 
reduced to the simple operation of working 
to 90 per cent. lines, a vital point making 
for speed of site work and permitting the 
craftsman to work with a more simple 
instrument. 

Unquestionably the surveyor and engineer 
prefer the modern instruments, but if con- 
tractors are to achieve the ideal of reducing 
costs let us not lose sight of their problems. 
Should we not think more of the men on 
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the site and find for them the simple instru- 
ments which can stand up to the constant 
handling of daily usage and give the con- 
tractor a useful economic proposition? In 
forging ahead with modernising surveying 
equipment, I hope that the manufacturers 
will constantly look to the site operations 
and have real thought for the smailer con- 
tractor who, in struggling to keep costs 
down, seeks for the efficiency but cannot 
meet the outlay of costly instruments or 
afford to employ those best qualified. 
GORDON TOMALIN, M.1.Struct.E. 
1, Gower-street, 
Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


The Cement Shortage 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
‘IR,—The present shortage of cement has 
led to criticism of the cement industry 
in Parliament and elsewhere. May I crave 
the hospitality of your columns to make 
known the facts? 

Before and during the war, the productive 
capacity of the industry was always ahead 
of the demand, for the industry was well 
organised, and it was possible to make and 
carry out satisfactory plans for expansion. 
In 1945 the industry put forward plans for 
the construction of three new cement fac- 
tories and the enlargement of six others. 
These will produce an additional 1,570,000 
tons of cement per annum. Under pre-war 
conditions this could all have been com- 
pleted within 18 months, and even if it had 
been possible to build these works within 
three years, there would now have been no 
shortage of cement, and the industry would 
be in a position to increase exports. 

All these extensions are in hand, but only 
300,000 tons are to-day in operation. The 
main reason for the delay is the number 
of permissions and licences which are now 
required before work can proceed. Public 
and official inquiries under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, changes of policy on 
location of industry and capital expenditure, 
the necessary building licences, the delays in 
steel authorisations, and the fact that 
authorisations and supplies were not cor- 
rectly co-ordinated—all these have caused 
delay. They have imposed almost endless 
obstructions, frustrations and expenses on 
the industry. 

It is only fair that the public should know 
that, but for these difficulties, over which 
the industry has no control, there would have 
been no cement shortage. The cement 
industry will, of course, complete the 
1,270,000 tons of new capacity at the earliest 
possible moment. 

There is another reason for the shortage. 
That is that under the export programme, 
the industry is now exporting at the rate of 
one million tons a year more than in 1938, 
and, as stated in a Parliamentary answer by 
the Minister of Works, practically the whole 
of this is directly or indirectly producing 
hard currency. There is no need for me to 
stress the importance of these exports, which 
the nation requires to pay for necessary 
imports. 

SELBORNE, Chairman, 
Cement Makers’ Federation. 
52, Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1. 


Direct Labour as a Stimulant ? 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
IR,—We have received the following let- 
ter from the Surveyor of the Borough 


of Stoke Newington:— 
“Thank you for your tender in respect of 
carrying out certain repairs and external 
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decorations to 20 requisitioned properties in 
this Borough, but regret to inform you that 
in this instance it was not successful, the 
Council’s Direct Labour Force having sub- 
mitted the lowest tender.” 

The writer strongly upholds the Council’s 
policy, which, if applied universally, would 
have the effect not only of stimulating com- 
petition and reducing prices but also of in- 
evitably increasing productivity in the in- 
dustry, which, as is well known, lags behind 
pre-war efforts. 

A. G. Moore, 
Governing Director, 
Decorative Painting Contractors, Ltd. 
179-183, Staines-road, 
Hounslow. 


Additional Excavation for Working 
Space 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
SG IR,—The troubles leading to the discus- 
sion as to working space in narrow 
trench excavation, whatever is going in the 
trench, could surely be overcome by the 
quantity surveyor measuring these trenches 


SCHOOL BUILDING IN 
By B. S. Townroe, Hon. A.R.I.B.A. 


HE President of the Council in the 
French Government recently issued an 
official report dealing with the critical plight 
of the structures of French schools, and out- 
lined proposals for the planning and building 
of the schools of the future. 

It is admitted by M. Yvon Delbos that 
there are too many school buildings in 
France which, owing to old age, lack of pro- 
per upkeep and war damage, are in practice 
unsuitable to be used as schools. He con- 
siders that there are about 1,000 schools 
which can be called “ school palaces ”; about 
40-50,000 which are reasonably suitable, 
but that hundreds, if not thousands, must be 
condemned as school slums. 


The report gives details of many hundreds 
of schools which were either totally de- 
stroyed or badly damaged during the war. 
It is estimated that their reconstruction would 
cost over 70 milliard francs. In some areas 
of France, particularly in the south and in 
Corsica, hundreds of schools have no sani- 
tary conveniences whatever. In others. over- 
crowding is so acute that six small children 
have to sit on forms intended for four. These 
bad conditions do not apply only to pri- 
mary schools. Many old convents and even 
barracks, have been converted into schools, 
and it is stated that their material adapta- 
tion to meet modern conditions is almost out 
of the question. 

In addition to the growing number of 
schools which have deteriorated into slums, 
the problem is aggravated by the rapidly 
increasing birthrate. Last year the number 
of children in France aged from two to six 
years was 2,450,000. This is likely to increase 
by 1952 to 3,100,000. Last year the number 
of children aged from six to 14 and attending 
school, was under five millions. By 1959 it 
is estimated that the number will be 
6,241,006. Classes of over 50 are numerous, 
and the physical conditions in French schools 
are as harmful to health as they are to 
education. 

The causes of this lamentable situation 
are various. The local authorities, upon 
whom much of the responsibility for building 
local schools is imposed, complain of diffi- 
culties in obtaining labour and materials. 
The official report, however, states that there 
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in yards or feet run, giving the net dept: 
and greatest width of any construction with, 
the trench. We are carrying out a contr: 
where the quantity surveyor has, in fay 
adopted this method, the description being a 
follows: 

“Yards run excavate trench 3 ft. 6 iy 
deep for 12 in. by 15 in. concrete group; 
beam, and get out, fill in over and aroun 
beam with hardcore well consolidated, jp. | 
cluding all necessary planking and struttip, | 
and levelling and ramming excavation | 
receive concrete.” Shuttering to the cp. 
crete beam has been measured separately 
Carting away has been measured separately 

This leaves the contractor, when tende. 
ing. to provide any additional width fp, 
working space, planking and strutting ¢/ 
shuttering, and he becomes responsible auto. | 
matically for any additional carting away, 

This method enables the contractor ) | 
price his bills of quantities without referen | 
to drawings which are not always clear\ | 
defined. 





L. H. TALBot, Director, 
J. Jarvis and Sons, Ltd, 
12, Buckingham Palace-gardens, S.W.1, 


FRANCE 


is indifference, and even hostility to all inno 
vations, and a strong disinclination to add; 
sou on to the rates. 

Architects have now been selected through 
out France by the Minister of National Edy 
cation to serve on the departmental cop: 
mittees which have been called upon to pr. 
pare a new  school-building programme 

The State has three principal duties jp 
connection with building: first to provit 
grants towards costs; second, to arrange for 
loans; and third, to rebuild war destroyed 
buildings. An order of priority has alread) 
been drawn up. The committees have beer 
instructed to pay particular attention to th 
following three aspects of new building work 

First: All building must be carried oui] 
so that a school can be extended rapidly.| 
either by adding more storeys or by exter! 
sions on the ground floor. So long as th 
birthrate continues to rise, so long will i 
be essential to provide for larger schoo | 
populations. 

Second: It is urged that the buildiny } 
should not be constructed so solidly th! 
future rebuilding, in accordance with fret 
developments in teaching and social evoli 
tion, would be made too difficult. 

Third: Urgency is the keynote of tk 
programme and, accordingly, prefabricats 
schools are being encouraged. 

Two experiments in building constructic) 
are being made this year. A primary scho’ 
with accommodation for the future has bet?! 
built with traditional materials at a villa 
called Magny-les-Hameaux. At Montmo'! 
ency buildings using prefabricated parts hav 
been put up as annexes to the Lycee Jacqué| 
Decour. It is intended to compare 
different types from the point of view 
rapidity of construction and the cost. 

This summer in Paris a careful study \) 
being conducted of all post-war school built? 
ing. The architects have been told that? 
is necessary to bring down the price to 
average of about £5,500 for a small scho? 
with a house adjoining for the teach 
For 25 schools built in the same neighbou'| 
hood, architects have been asked to redv 
the price by £300 each, and, on a basis ©) 
100 schools, a further reduction of £300 ei) 
How far these hopes will be reais 
remains to be seen. ’ 
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Interior view of workshop. 
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HE architects’ problem here was to 
design a single-storey factory, 

with good natural lighti:.g, incorporating 
administrative offices, staff canteen 
facilities and sanitary accommodation, 
meantime keeping steel requirements 
and cost to a minimum. 

CONSTRUCTION.—Use is made of 
prefabricated r.c. columns, truss mem- 
bers, purlins and internal gutters with 

} in. by 9 in. brick panel filling between 
the columns. Precast floor beams are 
used for the flat roofs finished in 
asphalt, and the pitched roofs are 
covered in with sheet asbestos and lined 
internally with similar panelled sheets 
to reduce heat loss. The north slopes 
have generous glass areas which 
achieve a very good degree of natural 
lighting over the main factory area. 

Aluminium windows are used on the 
front elevation and standard metal 
windows elsewhere. Artificial stone 
cills, copings, etc., are used and the 
main canopy was Cast in situ and finished 
in a stone-coloured paint. 

Dunbrik concrete bricks with a 
“thumbed ”’ joint are used to the 





The plan. 


main elevation of the building. 
INTERNAL FINISHINGS.—These are 
somewhat austere in character, being 
mainly fair-faced flettons and hollow 
clay partition blocks  distempered. 
Ceilings are similarly treated direct 
on to the soffits of the precast roofing 
units. Only lavatories are plastered 
and distempered. Floors are finished 
in granolithic paving throughout and 
all joinery is carried out in oak and oiled. 
SERVICES.—(a) Electricity — The 
machines, with independent motors, are 
fed from three main distribution boxes 
placed on the central columns. Lighting 
generally is by fluorescent tubes; 
(b) Heating is by hot air fed to the 
factory and offices, etc., through high 
level ducting from three coke-fired 
‘* Airvent ’’ units in the heating chamber. 
Provision is made for running the 
system without heat during the summer 
months to ventilate the factory, and 
adjustable ventilators in the roof 
ensure adequate air movement; and 
(c) Hot Water—A gas-fired boiler supplies 
hot water to the lavatories and canteen. 
The architects were Messrs, Kenneth 


R 


Lindy, Joseph Hill and Partners, and the 
quantity surveyors were Messrs. Crump 
and Trinnick. 

The general contractors were Messrs. 
Charles S. Foster and Sons, of Loughton, 
and the sub-contractors and suppliers 


included :— 

Facing bricks, Dunbrik, Ltd.; pre- 
fabricated columns, roof principals, 
purlins and internal gutters, London 
Ferro Concrete Co., Ltd.; asbestos 
roofing, The Boddy Roofing Co., Ltd.; 
roof glazing, British Challenge Glazing 
Co.; floors and roofing slabs, Siegwart 
Floor Co., Ltd.; asphalt tanking and 
flat roofing, The Lawford Asphalte Co., 
Ltd.; aluminium windows, The Alu- 
minium Window Co., Ltd.; _ steel 
windows, The Crittall Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, The Asso- 
ciated Clay Industries; hot air heating, 
Messrs. Carricks (London), Ltd.; 
electrical installation, The Bower Engin- 
eering Works, Ltd.; gas installation and 
canteen equipment, The Eastern Gas 
Board; external lettering, Yannedis 
and Co., Ltd; and _ ironmongery, 
Taylor Pearce and Co. 
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View of hotel. 
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Designed by the Swedish Co- 

operative Union and Wholesale 

Society’s Architect’s Office 
(Section Ribbing) 























KEY TO PLAN OF 





HOTEL ROOM (RIGHT). | 
KEY TO PLAN OF HOTEL ' ’ 


AND TOWN HALL (ABOVE). 1 Hotel room. 
2 Lobby. = i 
1 Post Office. 5 Theatre and cinema. 3 Shower and toilet. ) = 
2 Hotel entrance. 6 Cafeteria. 4 Cupboard ss 























3 Unpacking room. 7 Hotel rooms. 5 Wardrobe. = ss 
4 Community offices. 8 Portico. 6 Shoe locker. eae eons, 
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_ ST HILDA 3 COLLEGE OXFORD - PROPOSED. ADDITioxs 
; wane SECTS TR th oe 
\ Drawn by J. R. Stammers. R.A. Exhioition, 1950. 











Above : ST. HILDA’S COLLEGE, 
‘ OXFORD. New Buildings. A. E. 
Richardson, R.A., Architect. 


Right : BLOCK OF OFFICES 
AND SHOPS, EXETER. Messrs. 
Lucas, Roberts and Brown, Archi- 
tects. 


Below : TEMPORARY LICENSED 
PREMISES, CLAYHALL-AV., 
ILFORD. Ian Hamilton, F.R.1.B.A., 
and Alan Chalmers, A.I.A.A., 
Architects. 








; Drawn by F. E. Green. R.A. Exhibition, 1950. 
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R.A. Exhibition, 1950, 


Perspective view of final scheme. 


THE SPURGEON’S ORPHAN HOMES, 
BIRCHINGTON, KENT 


WOODROFFE, BUCHANAN AND COULTER, FF.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


§ le Spurgeon’s Orphan Home was sstarted at 
Stockwell in 1867 by Charles Haddon Spurgeon, 
and was evacuated to Reigate, Surrey, during the 1939- 
45 war. The Trustees intend, as shown in the accom- 
panying illustratioas, to concentrate their activities 
on the 37-acre site which they own at Birchington, 
Kent. Here, homes for 300 boys and girls, and ancil- 
lary buildings such as chapel, library and administration 
building will be constructed. Some existing farm 
buildings will be converted to workshops and play 
spaces and a sports field are also to be provided. 


The first houses are now under construction by 
Messrs. Rice and Son, Ltd., and will be completed in 
1951. 


The Curtis Report of 1947, as implemented by the 
Children’s Act of 1948, requires domestic atmosphere 
for bringing up children in homes of this type, proposing 
that each house should be self-contained, limited to 
about 12 children and supervised by a ‘* housemother.”’ 


An economical cooking arrangement is a_ very 
material factor in providing for upwards of 300 children. 
A kitchen to cook for about 60 was thought to be the 
best basis and the plan combines four houses arranged 
in semi-detached fashion in wings and linked by a wing 
containing dining-room for each house and a kitchen 
cooking for 60 children and staff. 

Home Office agreement was obtained to this plan 
on the basis of 15 children per house. The plan 
provides a play courtyard facing south to each block 
where the younger children can play under a measure 
of supervision. 

The main avenue up to the chapel has children’s 
blocks on either side and by means of tree planting will 
be broken down into a series of enclosures to preserve 
a Suitable scale and intimacy. 

A district heating scheme is being provided, with the 
boiler house in the sports pavilion. 

The architects are Messrs. Woodroffe, Buchanan 
and Coulter. 
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GH OF NUNEATON 


MEMORIAL 


GARDENS 


COMPETITION FOR GEORGE ELIOT MEMORIAL GARDENS, NUNEATON 
WINNING DESIGN. By MARY BRAENDLE and RONALD H. SIMS 


NUNEATON has for many years 
7 had in mind the provision of a 
memorial to George Eliot, the writer. 
The Borough Council, after consulta- 
tion with the George Eliot Fellowship, 
resolved to construct public gardens 
as part of their redevelopment scheme 
of the central area. These gardens are 
the council’s contribution to the 1951 
Festival of Britain, and it was 
decided to promote a competition open 
to members of the Institute of Land- 
scape Architects. Mr. H. F. Clark was 
assessor. The gardens will extend 
into the centre of the town and fringe 
the block of 58 flats designed by Mr. 
Frederick Gibberd now building. 

Names of the winners in the compe- 
tition appeared in the July 7 issue of 
The Builder, and_ following are 
extracts from the assessor’s report:— 

First Premium.—mThe_ design is 
simple in treatment and wholly dic- 
tated by the uses to which the sites 
are to be put. A continuous walk is 
provided from Riversley Park to the 
proposed access road by the Flour 
Mill, and from this main walk diver- 
sionary paths lead to the two principal 
gardens. Enclosure is provided by 
making full use of the roadway em- 
bankments, planted mounds and excel- 
lent tree grouping. The planting plans 
provided are detailed and practical. ... 
Careful attention has obviously been 
paid to costs and maintenance expen- 
diture. The plans and sketches are 
accompanied by an excellent report. 

The designs of Leonard J. Batten, 
M.A., A.I.L.A., and Frederick Hill, 
F.R.I.B.A., A.I.L.A., were highly 
commended, 
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ROSES AND THORNS 
An Architect Looks Back 
By George O. Scorer, F.R.I.B.A. 


GOME months ago I was astonished, and 
not a little perturbed, to receive a per- 
sonal and very charming letter from the 
President of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects congratulating me, on behalf of 
the Council and of my fellow members, on 
having reached my half century. Not, alas, 
in age, but in actual harness as an architect 
and member of the Institute. 

After recovering from this shock, I amused 
myself by trying to make a précis of the 
happenings of those fifty years. While en- 
gaged on this I was sometimes painfully 
reminded of J. M. _ Barrie’s saying: 
“Memory is ours to bring us roses in 
December,” by finding some thorns in their 
company. 

My first grown-up recollections began 
with contacts made at Harrow with boys, 
some older and some younger than myself, 
many of whom became famous later on. 
Among these were Stanley Jackson, Archie 
Maclaren, Gerald Du Maurier, Nigel Play- 
fair, L. C. Amery, and Winston Churchill. 
But only in the case of Churchill is there 
any architectural association, and that is a 
recent one, which came about by my un- 
guardedly telling a client, whose son was at 
Harrow, that I had been there at the same 
time as Churchill. His comment was de- 
vastating: ‘“ That dates you a bit, doesn’t it? ” 
Since then I have been more reticent. 

Even in those early days Churchill was a 
good fighter, as witness the following inci- 
dent. On one occasion a master had given 
him the choice of writing a hundred lines 
or of having a bout with singlesticks in the 
gymnasium. Unfortunately for the master, 
Churchill chose the latter alternative, and 
it was the master who took the punish- 
ment which, according to rumour, was severe 
enough to send him to bed. Later on, 
Churchill’s skill made him the winner of 

| the Inter-Public Schools Fencing Competi- 

tion, 1892. 

On leaving Harrow, 


the usual problem as 
| to the choice of a profession had to be 


dealt with. In my case, this was not an 
' easy one, as, apart from an earlier ambition 
' to become the driver of a fire-engine, I had 
' no particular bent. Further, the “ trick- 
| cyclist,” whose advice I should certainly have 
resented, had not yet seen the light. My 
family, however, recalled the fact that I had 
once won a prize for drawing, for what 
reason I cannot to this day conceive, unless 
) I was the sole competitor. I still have that 
prize, “ The Last of the Mohicans,” inscribed 
with my name and dated Christmas of a year 
I decline to disclose. 

It was argued that such a clear indication 
of talent, however latent, suggested a choice 
of two professions, namely shipbuilding or 
architecture. The first of these I turned 
down after spending some months at Earle’s 
Shipbuilding Works at Hull, where, as a 
potential pupil, I was given the run of the 
yards and shops as well as of the drawing 
office, where I got my first introduction to 
T-squares, set-squares and scales, and my 
fitst experience of the solemn rite of mixing 
Indian ink over a hot stove, for bottled ink 
Was then unknown. 

_On returning to London I decided I should 
like to become an architect, and from that 
I never afterwards wavered. 

AS a start, and I think on good advice, 
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I spent a year as a student at the Royal Col- 
lege of Art at South Kensington, where I 
learnt something of “The Orders” from 
Phené Spiers, and of the design of orna- 
ment from Hugh Stannus. The latter was 
an excellent teacher, as well as being a great 
character in his way, full of bonhomie, 
charming in his invariable courtesy—and 
never to be seen without his little skull-cap! 


Most of my time, however, was occupied 
with sketching in the big Cast Gallery of 
the Museum, to which one was admitted by 
an attendant, always provided that no stu- 
dent of the opposite sex had staked a prior 
claim, in case Mrs. Grundy’s sense of pro- 
priety should be offended. 


On leaving the R.C.A., I became articled 
to Ralph Selden Wornum, F.R.I.B.A., and 
here I was indeed fortunate, for as well as 
ranking high among the best architects of his 
day he was a good master, devoting much 
of his personal time to the training of his 
pupil; for that I owe him a great debt. 
During my pupilage I spent about seven 
hours a day in the office and in visiting works 
in progress, following this up with evening 
work at the Architectural Association four 
or five times a week. At that time the A.A. 
was housed in Great Marlborough-street, 
next door to the fire station, and when the 
fire bell rang there was often a mad rush 
from the studio to see the well-known grey 
horses dash out with the escape and the 
engine. 


Occasionally some of us would round off 
the evening by an adjournment to the 
“Holborn” for a modest drink. On one 
of these excursions I remember an Ameri- 
can coming in, in immaculate evening dress 
enhanced by a brilliant red tie and beauti- 
ful yellow boots, the ensemble being com- 
pleted by a bowler hat. This strange appari- 
tion led to one of us threatening to come 
along in a suit of coster’s “ pearlies,” and 
an evening or two later he did so, to our 
intense delight. 


In due course I managed to pass the 
R.I.B.A. Intermediate examination, which 
at that time was held in the Members’ 
Library at No. 9, Conduit-street. A number 
of the Council used to put in an appearance 
each day to see how matters were progressing 
—among them Arthur Cates, than whom no 
one was more keenly interested in the 
younger generation, as witness the found- 
ing of the prize that bears his name. Then 
came a delightful sketching holiday in 
Belgium, in company with “Monty” 
Wheeler, who later became well known for 
his church work. We visited Furnes, 
Bruges, Ghent, Malines, Courtrai, Antwerp, 
Brussels, and Ypres with its magnificent 
Cloth Hall. (The next time I went to Ypres 
was in 1918, when all that remained of the 
Hall was a bay of tottering wall to show 
where the building had once so proudly 
stood.) Later in the same year I put in 
some time at Lincoln and at Salisbury, 
making measured drawings for my Final. 


Incidents during my pupilage come to 
mind. For instance, I was walking along 
Oxford-street one day with my _ chief’s 
manager, who had recently—and contrary 
to his Socialist views—acquired a silk hat. 
As luck would have it we met Bernard Shaw, 
for whom he had a great admiration. Shaw’s 
comment was a swift and cynical, “ Hold- 
ing a candle to the devil, I see! ” Another 
contact, both in and out of the office, was 
Aumonier, one of the finest carvers of his 
age, and a great character, whose politics 
were reputed to be as flamboyant as his 
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voluminous red neck-scarf—and of the 
same colour. 

One afternoon at the office, the staff was 
wrestling with some new process for the 
reproduction of drawings, when the chief’s 
nephew came in. The work we were on had 
produced the most nauseating smell, but the 
said nephew delighted us by exclaiming 
enthusiastically, ‘“‘What a heavenly smell 
of steam engines.” I am under the im- 
pression that this nephew later. became the 
architect of the R.I1.B.A. premises in Port- 
land-place, and if I am right in that conjec- 
ture, perhaps his experience that day, like 
that prize of mine, turned the scale in favour 
of architecture! 

A year or so after passing my Intermediate 
I began to weigh up my chances of passing 
the last of the Qualifying Examinations, in 
lieu of having to wait an extra year’ before 
the regulations would allow me to take the 
Final. Here my chief was not- at all 
encouraging, and all I got from him was the 
suggestion that the experiment might give 
me confidence when I came to take the 
later exam. Anyway, I eventually decided 
to take my chance and by dint of some fairly 
strenuous work, and helped by a great deal 
of luck, I achieved my object. I can still 
remember the thrill when I became entitled 
to put A.R.I.B.A. after my name. 

For the next year or two I worked as an 
improver in my chief’s office, being only too 
well aware that-I was far from being fully 
fledged, and that I should need a lot more 
practical experience before I could start 
practice on my own account. When I even- 
tually put up my plate I began by taking 
in “washing,” but very soon jobs came 
along, at first spasmodically and then in 
regular succession. This lasted till the late 
summer of 1914, when, as Kipling put it, 
“Comfort, content, delight, the Ages’ slow- 
bought gain, they shrivelled in a night.” 

Somewhere about 1900 I became a 
member of the St. John’s Wood Arts Club, 
not long after it had been founded by a 
small group of artists headed by Alma 
Tadema who had been in the habit of fore- 
gathering at one another’s houses in turn, 
but who had come to the conclusion that 
they ought to have a club-room of their 
own. What a house-agent would describe 
as conveniently situated premises for the 
purpose was found on the first floor of a 
local hostelry known as “ The Knights of 
St. John.” I gather that the inaugural 
evening there was highly convivial, but it 
was unanimously agreed that the newly 
white-washed walls needed something in the 
way of decoration. To that end a lamp and 
a pair of steps were borrowed from the 
landlord, and one by one each artist present 
had his silhouette drawn and blacked in by 
one of his fellows, including Alma Tadema, 
Hacker, Burgess and many others. 

A year or so later larger accommodation 
became necessary, and this was found at 
the “Eyre Arms” near by, where the club 
had the use.of a sitting-room and billiards 
room, with facilities for club suppers. 
“ Mine host ” at “ The Knights of St. John,” 
not realising that the silhouettes on his walls, 
drawn as they had been by Royal 
Academicians, might well have been an asset 
to his property, had them erased and charged 
for damage to his walls. 

Later again, the club took over Dendy 
Sadler’s old studio and quarters in Finchley- 
road, and here monthly suppers took place, 
followed after a toast or two by a pro- 
gramme of the most delightful entertainment, 
provided by great musicians like Lionel 
Tertis, the viola player; Emil Sauret, the 
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violinist; and by entertainers such as Odell 
—the last of the Bohemians as he is often 
called—Frederic Norton, composer of Chu- 
Chin-Chow; Reginald Higgins, the reciter; 
and by many well-known singers. Then, 
later in the night, Norton would improvise 
opera, aided by two or three of the members 
who would play up to him, and who were 
used to his “producing” them, accepting 
his praises, or curses, with perfect im- 
partiality and equanimity. Never has been 
seen such tragedy, so dire and so ex- 
cruciatingly comic. 

A guest of the evening would often make 
an amusing speech in response to a toast, 
and I remember Professor Ray Lankester’s 
» description of how he had found himself in 
hell, and of his astonishment at being asked 
by a white-ceated waiter if he would like ice 
with his whisky and soda. Subsequently, 
when his drink was placed before him, Lan- 
kester explained that his original belief about 
hell was that the temperature there was un- 
pleasantly sultry. “Yes, Sir,’ said the 
waiter, “it certainly used to be, but recently 
so many of you scientific gentlemen have be- 
come residents that the place has improved 
out of all knowledge.” On another occasion 
Emil Sauret, who was being given a send- 
off supper before leaving to take up his 
appointment as Leader of the Chicago 
Orchestra, made a short speech in response 
to his toast. He told us that, as many of 
us knew, he had played in practically all of 
the most famous orchestras in the world. 
“And do you know,” he said, “ which is the 
finest and best of them all? It is that of 
Chicago, a place which most of you connect 
solely with the packing of pork!” 

Sponsored by the St. John’s Art Club early 
in its existence was an annual golf match 
which took place after Varnishing-Day at 
the Royal Academy. The first of these 
matches were those between the Club and 
the St. Ives artists. Later matches were 
London Artists v. Country Artists; Painters 
v. Architects; and the Club v. the Chelsea 
Arts Club. In these matches there were 
usually about a dozen couples; we played 
singles in the morning and foursomes in the 
afternoon, finishing up the day by a supper 
at the Club. Looking back, I doubt if I 
ever spent more happy, care-free days. 
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Between 1900 and 1913 I made several 
trips abroad—Frame, Jtgly and Egypt. It 
was in the train t0 «an that I met an 
American engineer of standing who later 
told me that the Aswan Dam, in his opinion, 
beat the monuments of Egypt hollow. 

In 1913 I was commissioned to go to 
Vienna, to report on the new hospital there, 
and the numerous private and municipal 
nursing-homes and clinics. The hospital at 
that time was one of the most up-to-date 
in the world. Many of the nursing homes 
had their own operating theatres, air-condi- 
tioning plant, and facilities for treatment such 
as put them more in the category of hos- 
pitals, and there were few of them which 
did not disclose some interesting feature. 
Vienna itself I saw under the guidance of the 
most hospitable of friends whom I had pre- 
viously met in London, and by their heip 
I was enabled to see a great deal more than 
I could otherwise have done, including some- 
thing of the gay night life which made me 
wonder when Vienna went to bed. It is 
sad to think how changed are now the con- 
ditions. 

During the autumn and winter of 1914 
I was kept busy helping with the organisa- 
tion and running of the Architects’ Training 
Corps, which was started in order to train 
architects. who were anxious to become Sap- 
pers, but for whom there was no vacancy at 
the time, as recruiting for the Royal Engin- 
eers was often suspended. The Corps was 
approved by the War Office, because it was 
realised that architects already were convers- 
ant with a great deal of a Sapper’s work other 
than military training. We held week-end 
camps at the Architectural Association sports 
ground at Elstree,’ and drilled during the 
week in the grounds of some works in St. 
John’s Wood, under the instruction of Cap- 
tain Stanley Peach, Adrian Berrington, and 
of two old regular sergeants who were 
attached to the A.A. Peach later became 
Instructor to the Artists’ Corps, and Adrian 
Berrington went to the B.E.F. 

The A.A. opened a recruiting station at 
Tufton-street, under Alan Potter, and there 
a number of bricklayers and scaffolders were 
enlisted. I was there a good deal, and we 
used to try to find out why recruits had 
decided to enlist. But we could never get 
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any of them to say more than that they jug 
wanted to join up; Kitchener’s poster hag 
no doubt done its job, and one could only 
admire their reticence. 

Early in 1915 I was gazetted and sent to 
join the B.E.F., first at Havre, and then at 
Calais, where I spent three and a half years 
first as a Works Officer, then as Assistant 
Senior Works Officer, and lastly for a year 
as Staff Officer to the C.R.E. It was a great 
experience; our work was pretty strenuous 
and of astonishing variety—camps, remount 
depots, veterinary hospitals, prisoner-of-war 
camps, Chinese compounds, hangars, ord. 
nance depots, petrol depots, offices, power 
stations, anti-aircraft gun replacements, 
drainage, water supplies, bakery, post-office, 
dug-outs and shelters, and the first gas fac. 
tory. Calais base was begun in the spring 
of 1915, and eventually became one of the 
two largest in France. We — were 
fortunate in having a_ great and well 
beloved chief over us all, namely 
Major-General Sir Andrew Stuart. He was 
an untiring worker, never sparing himself, 
but always considerate to those under him, 
After the War he became Director of Works 
to the Air Force until his retirement. After 
his death, some years later, his old staff 
had a bronze tablet put up to his memory 
in the church at Fleet, where he had lived 
after his retirement, and I had the honour of 
designing it. 

Apropos of enemy damage, I once hada 
call from an officer of another unit who had 
been deputed to take over a small camp 
which we had built just outside Calais. So] 
sent a Quartermaster-Sergeant to show him 
the location. He returned about an hour 
later and somewhat abruptly told me that 
he could not take it over. On my demand- 
ing to know why not, and what was wrong, 
he blurted out “ Please, Sir, there isn’t any 
camp! ”—It had been wiped out the previous 
night. 

Although there have been intermittent 
discussions for many years as to the advis- 
ability, or otherwise, of constructing a Chan- 
nel tunnel, it appears to be little known that 
the French had actually started on the work 
at their end, though how long this was be 
fore 1914 I do not know.What I do know, 
however, is that in a little derelict office 
building at Sangatte, adjoining the approach 
to a sealed-up shaft, was found a small cir 
cular faced disc, engraved round the 
rim with the words “Chemin de fer sous 
marin entre La France et L’Angleterre,” and, 
in the centre of the die, the words “ Sang: 
atte, par St. Pierre les Calais, Pas de Calais.” 
A print from this disc is in my possession. 
Local rumour had it that the French had 
driven the tunnel about half a mile under 
the sea before the project was abandoned. 

In September, 1918, I was appointed 
Inspector of Works, and Controller for 
France and Belgium, to the Imperial Wat 
Graves Commission, under Sir Fabian Wate. 
This post I had at first refused, as I foresaw 
the probability of my being held down to! 
for an indefinite period, and I was anxious t0 
get back to private practice. But it was later 
agreed that I should get my release as soo! 
as I had completed the general organisatiol 
for the execution of the permanent cemt 
teries and memorials as contemplated by the 
Commission. I remained with the Comms 
sion until the autumn of 1919, by which time 
I had seen some of the lesser war cemeterié 


* completed, and a few of the more importal! 


ones begun. My first headquarters were #! 
Fort Mahon, then at Hesdin, and finally # 
St. Omer. One of my first meetings was wil 
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of layouts for cemeteries. | These showed 
small headstones, to be placed vertically at 
first at the head of the grave, and then flat 
on the ground as the mound of earth sank to 
the level of the adjoining turf. | Whether 
Holden ever altered his mind on the subject 
I do not know, but I always think those ideas 
of his, had they been carried out, would have 
produced that quality of restful repose which 
to me is lacking in serried rows of tomb- 
stones, however impressive (as for instance in 
the cemetery at Etaples) they may be. 

Incidentally, Holden, though not at first 
one of the principal architects to the Com- 
mission, later became one, and he was re- 
sponsible for one of the most beautiful of all 
the war cemeteries in France. 

The designs for the cemeteries were 
worked out by the “junior” resident archi- 
tecs—among whom were G. Salway Nicol, 
winner of the Tite Prize in 1907, and John 
Harold Gibbons, winner of the Pugin 
Studentship in 1903—under the control of 
the principal architects, Sir Edwin Lutyens, 
Sir Reginald Blomfield, Sir Herbert Baker, 
Sir John Burnet, and Sir Robert Lorimer, all 
of whom paid frequent visits to the Com- 
mission’s H.Q. in France, where another 
occasional visitor was Sir Frederick Kenyon, 
of the British Museum. 

The difference between these Olympians, 
as seen after dinner in the mess, was as great 
as it was amusing. Lutyens, always serene 
and beaming through his glasses, never in the 
least aggressive, but invariably coming out 
on top; Blomfield on the other hand, from 
sheer love of fighting, would fiercely contest 
any point of view which differed from his 
own, and no matter how clearly the opposi- 
tion proved him to be wrong he would re- 
main undefeated, at all events outwardly. 
The great charm about those evenings was 
the total absence of ill-humour, no matter 
how animated the fighting, which was always 
like a game. 

So far as I remember, Baker was never one 
of that party, and I only remember his first 
visit, when he went to see some of the 
devastated areas and appeared somewhat 
peeved at our slowness in locating for him 
some village which had been completely 
wiped off the map. That he found it diffi- 
cult to relax was no doubt due to ill-health. 

Routine duty-visits to London were fairly 
frequent, and on many of these occasions I 
had to see Lutyens, whom I used to find in 
the little house just off Jermyn-street where 
he was working on the Queen’s Doll House, 
which seemed to afford him as much 
pleasure, for the moment, as any of his real 
jobs. I have a vivid impression of him on 
those occasions; invariably making pencil 
sketches of some minor detail or elusive 
curve, and using countless matches in order 
to keep alight his little myall wood pipes of 
which there was always a row at his elbow, 
ready filled. Not that he allowed such dis- 
teactions to divert his close attention to any 
business that might be on hand; it was quite 
the other way. His charm was undeniable; 
it was not a veneer but the reflection, as from 
a mirror, of the man himself, and of an in- 
tensely human and likeable one at that! 
While he had a marvellous time as an archi- 
tect of the twentieth century, how he would 
have revelled in the company of those great 
men of the Italian Renaissance, and how 
they would have rejoiced in his. 

It seemed strange, and rather disinte- 
grating, to find oneself in England again 
after four and a half years’ service with the 
BEF. One missed the camaraderie of the 
war days, and everything seemed different, 
Oot to say difficult. It was like beginning 
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all over again, and clients, in my case, did 
not come to hand for some time. This 
dearth, however, was bridged by some com- 
missions which I had from Lutyens, one of 
which was to make complete plans of his 
unfinished building in Tavistock-place which 
he had designed for the Theosophical 
Society, and of which the original drawings 
had been lost after the requisitioning of 
the premises early in the war. The com- 
pleted building is now the headquarters of 
the B.M.A. Another of his commissions 
took me to the house of the late Dowager 
Lady Sackville at Rottingdean. After that, 
clients began to appear, and with them nor- 
mal practice, which included two law cases 
of some importance, for which I had to 
make drawings and to prepare evidence for 
Counsel. One of my clients, to whom I 
had been given an introduction, made no 
bones in saying that in his view all architects 
were either rascals or incompetent, but that 
he realised he would have to employ one to 
build him a house! Happily there was a 
sequel, for his house was built and we 
became close friends. 

In the course of 50 years of practice, I can 
look back on a variety of clients, and I 
classify them under three main headings, 
viz.: (1) good; (2) indifferent; and (3) bad. 

(1) Clients who knew what they wanted 
and left it to the architect to see that they 
got it; (2) Clients who had to be brought 
to heel in their own interest: and clients 
who discovered, after their house was fin- 
ished, that they had themselves designed and 
planned it when they were abroad!; and 
(3) Clients who maintained that the busi- 
ness of an architect was to “down” the 
contractor by every means in his power. 
Twice I suffered from this form of pest, 
and lost the client and all his connection 
because I had other views on the respon- 
sibilities of an architect. 

Work done under Committees may come 
under any of the three groups given above. 

My prize-packet in Group No. 1 was a 
client for whom I built a large house in 
Rotterdam in readiness for his taking office 
as Chief Burgomaster. Some year or more 
after he had been living in it I received a 


‘letter from him in which he told me that 


every night before going to bed he thanked 
God for his beautiful house. I got a thrill 
out of that letter, similar to the thrill I 
get from time to time when some student 
whom I am teaching tells me that he is be- 
ginning to find his feet! 

I have very different feelings, however, 
concerning students who have started train- 
ing without having any aptitude for archi- 
tecture, and often without any idea of what 
will be required of them; of these there is 
far too large a proportion. Such cases sug- 
gest waste of what in other spheres might 
be good material. 

So much for the past. 
other day! 


PRACTISED AS ARCHITECT 
Northern Ireland Man Fined 


At Armagh, Northern Ireland, on June 22, 
Arthur Simpson Wright, aged about 30, was 
convicted and fined £10 with £40 costs for 
practising under the title of architect, not 
being registered. He pleaded guilty. It was 
stated that Wright had, in fact, in addition 
to practising under the title, applied for 
membership of the Institute of Registered 
Architects, giving as his serial number 2621, 
which is the serial number of Mr. Arthur 
Stanley Wright, a 74-years-old architect, of 
Warrington, Laneashire. 


Tomorrow is an- 
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Development Order, which he suggested 
had helped to prevent a danger arising 
from the excessive use of planning powers 
granted under the 1947 Act, was praised 
by Mr. G. S. LINDGREN, M.P., Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning, when he spoke at the 
annual dinner of the Town Planning Insti- 
tute, held at the Trocadero Restaurant, 
London, on June 22. (Mr. Hugh Dalton 
was unable to be present.) 

Mr. Lindgren stated that planning in the 
past had suffered, like housing, from the 
local point of view, from being passed across 
as a spare-time job to the surveyors. Sur- 
veyors did an admirable job, but there was 
something which was as important to a 
town as roads, surface water drainage and 
sewers, and if proper planning was to be 
achieved, it should be in the hands of a 
profession which would take into account 
all the factors which went to make a town. 
He took the view that the job of the planner 
was to create a plan and conditions under 
which the architect could, use his imagina- 
tion; the architect had something to learn 
about the grouping of buildings and making 
a town a town in the real sense of the 
word. 

As one who had been associated with the 
development of Welwyn Garden City, con- 
tinued Mr. Lindgren, he believed that 
Welwyn and Letchworth Garden Cities had 
shown the possibilities of the new towns 
enterprise. We needed to emphasise the 
importance of the civic side of planning, 
by which he said he meant giving people 
a real opportunity to make a town. 


New Towns’ Advantage. 

The towns being built to-day under the 
New Towns Act had an advantage over 
Welwyn and Letchworth, both of whiich 
had suffered from lack of finance. In 
Welwyn, at least, those responsible for its 
development had not known from day to 


day whether the whole scheme would 
collapse through lack of financial 
resources. That was not so in the present 


new towns, and he hoped they would be 
able to give opportunities for development 
in the real civic sense, in addition to the 
ordinary industrial development which had 
been associated with the growth of other 
new towns in the past. 

Mr. Lindgren thanked the Institute for 
helping to make the planning conditions of 
to-day possible. 

Responding to the toast. SiR GEORGE 
PEPLER, president of the Institute, who also 
presided, expressed regret at the absence 
of Mr. Dalton. The Institute wished to 
thank him for preserving that great project, 
the Pennine Way, for his Landscape Areas 
Special Development Order, and hoped that 
in the near future it would be extended to 
cover all the areas proposed as national 
parks or conservation areas by the Hobhouse 
Committee. This extension was particularly 
urgent in view of one or two articles in 
the new General Development Order which 
had been described as “an experiment in 
freedom” but which he was almost tempted 
to designate as “ experiments in anarchy.” 

It had been said by some people that 
the post-war enthusiasm for town and 
country planning had cooled off. This 
observation was coupled with complaints of 





too much control. Listening to some of 
these Jeremiahs, one might imagine that 
statutory town planning began with the 1947 
Act and not as far back as 1909. Sir George 
said he was almost tempted to refer to 
that famous White Paper on the control 
of land use, which laid down that in future 
every change of land use must require 
planning permission. Also, in so far as the 
1947 Act was unpopular with some people, 
it was significant that the unpopular parts 
were usually those relating to the alter- 
natives to planners’ old antagonists, com- 
pensation and betterment—to whom the 
Uthwatt Committee delivered a shrewd blow 
—not those parts concerned with town and 
country planning itself. 

It had also been said that some eminent 
members of the town planning profession, 
necause they followed Ministerial exhorta- 
tion to plan boldly, had been somewhat 
lighthearted in the matter of the capital 
costs which the realisation of their plans 
would involve. This myth had been largely 
dispelled, thought the speaker, by the 
authors of some recent plans who had, in 
effect, made manifest to the unprejudiced 
that, plan or no plan, building and recon- 
struction must go on. 

Town plans created little extra work. 
Their main object was merely to ensure that 
all work normally carried out and money 
spent on construction should be directed to 
a common, useful end, and not, as in the 
past, be frittered away in often mutually 
destructive enterprises. 

Many critics seemed to forget that it was 
an essential economy and indeed, a necessity 
for survival, that our old towns and cities, 
which took shape long before the motor 
age, should be made efficient and safe places 
for work and commerce. In carrying out 
this necessary economy it would be futile 
to ignore health and beauty. 

The toast of “ Our Guests ” was proposed 
by Lieut.-CoL. H. P. CarT DE LAFONTAINE, 
vice-president, T.P.I., and in reply the 
Bishop of London, Dr. J. W. C. WaND, said 
he admired tremendously the work being 
done by the Institute. The future of this 
country was largely in the hands of its 
members. In some way they would have 
to build up a greater public recognition of 
the fact that there was great scope for 
the work of town planners. It would be 
wise if the Institute could develop its propa- 
ganda and make every man and woman 
in the country realise what splendid things 
planners could provide. Once public opinion 
was behind the work they had to do, nothing 
could stop it being done. 


Annual Meeting 


AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL meeting of the 
Institute, held at the Central Hall, West- 
minster, in the afternoon of the same day, 
it was decided to increase the annual sub- 
scription of members to £6 6s. and of 
associate members to £4 14s. 6d. respec- 
tively, chiefly in order to provide funds 
for the extension of the Institute’s services 
to members and general activities. The 
president, SiR GEORGE PEPLER (who pre- 
sided), said it was not proposed to increase 
the subscriptions immediately but at a time 
when the Council thought necessary. 

The Council wanted to provide a larger 
library and a room for members, and the 
Journal, now being published eight times 
a year, would shortly be issued ten times 
a year and they heped eventually to return 
to monthly issues. On research, the Insti- 
tute was deing valuable work in collabora- 
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tion with the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning. 

In the annual report on the year’s work 
it was stated that most of the town planning 
schools had brought their courses into line 
with the Institute’s revised examination 
syllabus which had now come into opera- 
tion. Noting the development of education 
in town planning in the Commonwealth, 
the report stated that, in addition to the 
recognised course at the University of the 
Witwatersrand, South Africa, a course at 
Sydney University, Australia, was now in 
full operation. There was also a course 
at Manitoba University, Canada; one at 


Melbourne University, Australia; and 
another at Auckland University, New 
Zealand. 


Under the new system the number of 
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candidates for the first part of the fina} 
examination of the Town Planning Joint 
Examination Board was 132 (inchuding 22 
from overseas). For the last final examina- 
tion under the old syllabus, in 1949, there 
were 243 candidates. Only 29 passed. 

Referring to the Schuster Commitiee on 
the qualifications of persons engaged in 
the profession of town planning, the report 
stated that there was reason to believe the 
report would be issued before long. 

The research committee of the Institute 
had given a good deal of consideration to 
the question of mineral workings, and 
memoranda on various aspects of the sub- 
ject would soon be publisied. The com- 
mittee was also engaged on investigating 
research and survey work in the field of 
town planning in Great Britain. 





PLANNING PROBLEMS IN LANCASHIRE 
A Talk at the Planning Centre 


G OME of the planning difficulties to be 

overcome in Lancashire and methods 
of dealing with the overspill of populations, 
were described by Mr. G. SUTTON BROWN, 
County Planning Officer, Lancashire, at the 
Planning Centre, Covent Garden, London, 
on June 21. Following are extracts from 
Mr. Brown’s remarks :— 

The south region is the most densely 
populated industrial area of the north-west, 
where our main problems of urban conges- 
tion arise. It contains, in the west, Mersey- 
side, including the great port and city of 
Liverpool. This is a densely populated area 
with a rapidly growing population and an 
economic problem which, so far, has not 
yielded to treatment, despite a large indus- 
trial expansion. In the centre there is the 
south Lancashire development area contain- 
ing the large towns of Wigan and St. Helens, 
and it is in this sector that the main Lan- 
cashire coalfields are situated. Here we 
have the added problem of finding subsid- 
ence-free sites for housing and ancillary pur- 
poses, and fixed industries which make it 
imperative that the solution to urban con- 
gestion must be found locally. To the south- 
east there is a further great concentration 
of population round Manchester, which 
might be termed “ metropolitan Lancashire.” 
Here we have one of: the greatest manu- 
facturing concentrations in the country, the 
great centre for commerce and the arts, with 
little or no room to expand. The problem 
is accentuated by the fact that the Man- 
chester area relies to a considerable degree 
on imperted labour to maintain its indus- 
tries; this will further complicate decentral- 
isation of population and industry. 

Northwards from Manchester we meet the 
Rossendale Fells and the successions of hills 
and valleys which constitute north-east 
Lancashire. It is in this part ef Lancashire 
that the largest problems of redevelopment 
exist. 

It is in the west region that the largest 
expansion of population and industry has 
been taking place. Here we have the finest 
agricultural areas of the south-west 
Lancashire plain and Fylde, and the settle- 
ment of competing claims on land will be a 
major question to be decided. North 
Lancashire is largely agricultural, containing 
some of the finest amenity areas of the 
country. 

It was estimated in March, 1949, that 
50,352 houses were required to accommodate 
local families lacking separate housing 
accommodatien. This represents 9.2 per 


cent. of all houses existing in 1948 and 
it has been calculated that on the average 
it would take 6.6 years to complete pre- 
gramme on the basis of the 1949 housing 
allocations. 

Fhe overspill from the county boroughs 
(where the main problems of congestion 
exist) resulting from shortage of land for 
their immediate housing needs, redevelopment 
and other needs will necessitate the accom- 
modation of some 592,000 persons outside 
their present boundaries. When the over- 
spill of 47,100 from the county districts is. 
added, the figure is raised to the enormous 
total of 639,100 people (almost equivalent 
to the present population of a city such as 
Manchester). 

Overspill populations can be accom- 
modated in three ways; in new towns, by 
building up existing towns and by suburban 
development adjacent or near to the ever- 
spilling authority. Sites for new towns must 
conform to an exacting specification; com- 
munications must be good, topographical 
conditions must be faveurable, presenting 
as few constructional difficulties as possible, 
and the sites should be sufficiently isolated 
geographically and economically to ensure 
their separateness from existing urban areas. 
The sites which weuld fulfil these exacting 
conditions are limited in number in 
Lancashire and on this account new towns 
cannot be the largest contribution to the 
total problem. 

It is the west region which offers the surest 
prospect of economically sound and 
extensive new development and it is within 
this region that three possible sites for new 
towns are suggested—at Parbold and Ley- 
land, south of the River Ribble, and at 
Garstang to the north. For physical and 
agricultural reasons few sites are available 
for the extensive development in the — 
region, and the north-east can make lit 
contribution to the reception of displaced 
families from the south region, since it is 
comparatively isolated, and comprises largely 
moorland areas intersected by river valleys 
which offer little scope for large-scale 
deveiopments, and the area has a very con- 
siderable redevelopment problem of its own. 

The major contribution to the overspill 
problem, must, I feel, be provided by the 
build-up of selected existing towns. 

The building-up of such towns should 
normally be an easier constructional proposi- 
tion, siace certain services are already pre 
vided and large capital costs would not be 
necessary ih most cases before house build- 
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ing could commence. Furthermore, from 
the point of view of the future inhabitants, 
the limited amenities enjoyed by the pre- 
gat population already exist and additional 
facilities could be provided as the build- 

of the town proceeded. An example 
of this form of development in Lancashire 
is the building-up of Worsley Urban District 
by 2 joint County Council-Urban District 
Council enterprise for the accommodation 
of overspill from Salford. Salford has the 
most urgent problem, since there are no 
sites remaining within its boundaries and 
the authority is faced with the cessation of 
house construction. 

The third form of reception area recom- 
mended in the Lancashire Plan, suburban ex- 
pansion, comprises mainly a_ peripheral 
expansion of the boundary of an existing 
urban’ area. With this form of reception 
area it is expected that industrial-and com- 
mercial uses need not be provided to a pro- 
portionate degree, other than to obtain a 
better re-distribution of industry within a 
particular sub-region. 

It was found that the build-up of exist- 
ing towns and suburban expansion would 
provide accommodation for 330,000 of the 
overspill population; in addition the three 
proposed new towns would accommodate a 
further 127,900 people, leaving a balance of 
some 181,200 for whom accommodation 
must be found elsewhere. 


AIRPORTS AS CENTRES 
OF COMMUNITY LIFE 


American Architect’s Forecast 


PROFESSOR GEORGE HOWE, chair- 

man of Yale University’s department 
of architecture, in a recent broadcast in 
America, expressed his belief that large 
regional airports would soon become the 
geographical pivot around which U.S. 
community life would revolve. 

Present airport facilities, he said, were 
already proving inadequate and new airports 
were being built away from cities in areas 
where there was room for expansion. At 
the same time, he added, plans had been 
made for large helicopter landing stages in 
city centres. 

“These trains of thought,” Mr. Howe 
continued, “would seem to me to lead 
logically to the ultimate location of great 
regional airports in the country, serving 
several communities by shuttle helicopter 
buses delivering passengers, mail and goods 
to central city landing stages. It is around 
such large regional airports that one might 
imagine new towns growing up.” 

At present, aviation had brought about 
the new concept of aitport facilities—the 
langar and air terminal building—but these 
were still in a state of evolution, he ex- 
plained. He went on to say that, while the 
eeneral idea of modern house planning was 
well established, airport facilities would 
probably assume an easily recognisable form 
within the next half century, as metropolitan 
failroad stations and their surroundings had 
an the last, 

“If architectural concepts are taken in a 
broad sense,” he said, “automobiles have 
contributed the parkway, the express high- 
way, the traffic interchange nucleus and the 
multi-storey garage. These are all new. 
but, so far, no well-integrated communities 
nave grown up around air-terminals or 
ong =motor-traffic routes. Such com- 
munities have, in the past, always appeared 
bn traffic lanes and crossings, rivers, trails, 
ads and railway lines, and it seems to me 
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inevitable that the old process should 
eventually repeat itself, along new traffic 
routes and crossings.” 


Planning an “ Airtown.” 


Although he predicted that the regional 
airport town would develop in a way 
similar to the growth of railroad towns, Mr. 
Howe said that planning for an “ Airtown” 
posed a more complex problem, especially 
from the financial viewpoint. It was a 
recognised economic fact that an airport 
was not a sound financial unit. It could not 
be supported by returns from air-service 
charges alone, and, unless it was planned on 
a broader economic basis, became a great 
burden on the community which had to 
provide it. 

“An airport,” said Mr. Howe, “is not 
a private undertaking, like a railroad station 
and yard, and a regional airport would 
necessarily be in charge of a_ regional 
authority of some kind. It doesn’t seem 
impossible to conceive, then, since govern- 
ment planning at the regional and national 
levels has been accepted in principle, that 
the authority in charge of an airport should 
go beyond the provision of subsidiary 
facilities directly connected with it to plan 
a whole town. 

“Such a town could be planned on a 
nuclear traffic and utility Jayout, with 
land-use, land-coverage and height zorgng 
provisions, as well as a diagram for gradual 
expansion. Admittedly, such an _ under- 
taking would involve a large expenditure, 
initially mnon-remunerative, but I believe 
such a new town at an important traffic 
centre, developed by private enterprise 
within a planned framework, would grow. at 
an astounding rate.” 

Mr. Howe expressed his belief that, since 
the federal government already financed 
national through-highways, it should 
participate “in making national airways 
effectively useful.” 

He agreed that governmental participation 
in city development, to the point of bearing 
the initial costs until private enterprise 
stepped in to use the land effectively, was 
proper. Government support of private 
enterprise in connection with the develop- 
ment of a new town at a new traffic centre 
seemed even more justifiable, he affirmed. 
A new town, planned from the beginning 
for the modern age, was another architec- 
tural concept worth working for. 


SCOTTISH HOUSING 
DESIGN 


More Terraced Houses Should 
be Built 


MORE terraced houses should be built 

in Scotland since they are just as 
satisfactory as the semi-detached type, and 
are more economical and more satisfying 
architecturally. This is among the recom- 
mendations made in “House Design,” a 
leaflet which has just been issued to local 
authorities by the Department of Health for 
Scotland. These notes on house design are 
the first part to be issued of a handbook to 
be known as the “Scottish Housing Hand- 
book?’ which will cover very briefly the 
various aspects of local authority house 
building with which the Department are 
concerned.. Later parts will deal with such 
matters as economy in house building, siting 
and layout, roads and utility services and 
the equipment of normal houses. 


‘ 


. 
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The complete handbook should provide 
local authorities with all the information 
they require about the standards to be 
adopted and the practice to be followed in 
the preparation of housing proposals. This, 
it is hoped, will enable local authorities to 
go ahead with their own housing programmes 
with the minimum of reference to the 
Department of Health. This first leaflet is 
intended to simplify the work of local 
authorities and their architects by describing 
in one short document the standards of 
design which are considered essential for the 
normal local authority house, Provided that 
its recommendations are observed and that 
a registered architect is employed in the 
preparation of plans and supervision of build- 
ing, local authorities are now free to design 
the normal house types to suit their own 
requirements without consulting the Depart- 
ment. 


Some Important Points. 


A wide list of subjects is covered in the 
leaflet, ranging from the placing of out- 
houses to space standards. Most of: the 
recommendations are based on “ Planning 
Our New Homes” and are already being 
applied by local authority architects; but 
among the most important points are :— 


House Types: More terraced houses 
should be built. It is particularly important 
to avoid the monotonous effect of large groups 
of detached or semi-detached units. Single- 
storey cottages should generally be reserved 
for the country, 


Space Standards: Some slight increases in 
the total area are allowed for certain types 
of house. The permitted area of a two- 
storey, three-apartment cottage goes up from 
753 sq. ft. to 770 sq. ft. 


Kitchens: The cooker should be on the 
same side of the kitchen as the sink and 
work table, both for the sake of convenience 
and to avoid accidents caused by carrying 
hot liquids, etc., across the kitchen. 


Balconies: Private balconies (not access 
balconies) are desirable features of upper 
floors in blocks of flats. They should be 
large enough to hold a cot or pram. At 
least part of the balustrade should be of 
an open pattern so that children can see 
through without climbing, and the balustrade 
should be at least 3 ft. 3 in. in height. 


Outhouses: These should be provided at 
present only where there is a special need 
for extra storage space, as there may be in 
rural areas. But where they are justified they 
can often be placed in such a way that they 
do away with the need for a special screen 
wall or fence between semi-detached houses 
or at street corners, where back gardens are 
apt to be too apparent.- -Hedging can also 
be used for this purpose. 

Hedging: Hedging (or fencing) and paths 
may be used to enhance the appearance of 
a street and will stimulate the tenants to 
improve their gardens. 


Bedrooms: Each bedroom should have 
enough space in built-in hanging cupboards 
for each of its occupants. Fireplaces are 
not essential in bedrooms, unless they are 
exceptionally exposed. 


Roofs: The use of flat roofs for small 
houses is seldom an economy, except in some 
non-traditional designs; and flat roofs need 
more skilled architectural handling than 
pitched roofs. Generally speaking flat roofs 
are best reserved for blocks of flats of three 
er more storeys in which the system of con- 
struction justifies them. 
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SOCIETIES AND INSTITUTIONS 


R.I.B.A. 
Netes from Council Minutes 


FFOLLOWING are notes from the minutes 
of the Council Meeting held on 
June 20: 

Appointments: Sir Lancelot Keay (Past 
President) and Mr. T. Cecil Howitt (F) 
have been nominated for re-appointment by 
the Minister of Works to the Advisory Coun- 
cil on Building Research and Development. 

Lord Mayor's “Thanks from Britain” 
Fund: It was agreed to make a subscrip- 
tion of 100 guineas to the Lord Mayor’s 
“Thanks from Britain ” Fund. 

Festival of Britain 1951: The Council 
approved the formation of a Festival Sub- 
Committee to co-ordinate the various activi- 
ties proposed for the Institute in connection 
with the 1951 Festival. In this connection 
an exhibition—“‘A hundred years of British 
Architecture,” which would include a review 
of contemporary work—was approved in 
principle, and also the preparation of an 
information service dealing with English 
buildings. 

Junior Organisation Committee: The 
Council considered a final report of tne 
Junior Organisation Committee which set 
out the opinions expressed by allied 
societies, branches, chapters and the schools. 
The Council concurred in the view ex- 
pressed by the Committee that there was 
no evidence of a widespread desire for any 
form of centralised or co-ordinated junior 
organisation and that the interests of 
students would best be served by the active 
co-operation of the allied societies in spon- 
soring local interests and activities. 


The New Council 


A GENERAL MEETING of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects was held on June 20, at 66, 
Portland-place, when the results of the annual 
elections to the Council were made known. 

Following is an extract from the scrutineers’ 
report giving the new Council as now consti- 
tuted : 

President.—A. GRAHAM HENDERSON, A.R.S.A. (Glas- 
gow). 

Past-Presidents.—S1r LANCELOT KEAY,K.B.E.,M.Arch. 
(Walton-on-the-Hill); MicHAEL T. WATERHOUSE, M.C. 

Vice-Presidents—NORVAL R. PAxTton, M.C. (Leeds), 
(Chairman of the Allied Societies’ Conference). JOHN 
L. DENMAN, G. GREY WoRNUM, and one more to be 
appointed. : 

Hon. Secretary — MARTI S. BrIGGs. 

Hon. Treasurer.— A. L. ROBERTS. 

Members of Council —C. H. ASLIN (Hertford) ; Vicror 
BaIN (Leeds) ; ANTHONY M. Cuitry, M.A., A.M.T.P.I. ; 
Denis CLARKE HALL ; R. E. ENTHOVEN ; P. G. Fair- 
HuRST, M.A. (Manchester); J. H. ForsHAw, M.C., 
M.A., M.T.P.I.; EE. MAXWELL Fry; FREDERICK 
GipsperD, A.M.T.P.I.; PrRoressor W. G. HOLForRD, 
M.A., M.T.P.I.; Leonarp C. Hownr, B.Arch., 
A.M.T.P.I. (Manchester) ; T. Ceci. Howrrt, D.S.O., 
O.B.E. (Nottingham) ; A. B. KNapp-FisHerR, F.S.A. ; 
S. W. Misurn, M.B.E., M.C., T.D. (Sunderland) ; 
HowaARD ROBERTSON, M.C., A.R.A., S.A.D.G. ; 
RICHARD H. SHEPPARD ; C. G. STILLMAN ; G. GREY 
WorNuUM. 

Associate Members of Council—HENRY BRADDOCK ; 
Hon. Lionet GORDON BALIOL Brett, M.A. (Oxford) ; 
PROFESSOR R. GORDON BROWN (Edinburgh) ; JosePH L. 
GieAve, M.A., M.T.P.I. (Edinburgh) ; R. A. H. Livett, 
O.B.E. (Leeds) ; R. H. MATTHEW ; ANDREW RANKINE, 
O.B.E. (Kingston-upon-Hull) ; Peter F. SHEPHEARD, 
B.Arch, A.M.T.P.I. ; R. H. UREN. 

Licentiate Members of Council—CHARLES OLIVER 
(Hull); F. C. Wakerorp (Henstridge, Somerset) ; 
S. LUNN WHITEHOUSE (Birmingham). 

REPRESENTATIVES OF ALLIED SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM OR THE IRISH FREE STATE. 


Six Representatives from the Northern Province of 
Eng and.—P. Citve Newcomse (Northern A.A.) ; 


F. Lest HAtimay, A.M.T.P.I, (Manchester Soc. of 
Architects) ; F. C. Saxon, M.C., F.R.1L.C.S. (Liverpool 


Architectural Soc.) ; A. NEwToN TuHorpPE (York and 
East Yorkshire Architectural Soc.) ; C. E. HORsFALL 
(West Yorkshire Soc. of Architects) ; ROBERT CAWK- 
WELL (Sheffield, S. Yorks and Dist. Soc. of Architects and 
Surveyors). 

Five Representatives from the Midland Province of 
England.—G. B. Cox (Birmingham and Five Counties 
A.A.); TT. W. Harrp (Leicester and Leicestershire 
Soc. of Architects) ; WALTER Rosser (Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire Assn. of Architects); 
C. F. W. Hasecpine T.D. (Nottingham), Derby and 
Lincoln Architectural Soc.) ; STANLEY J. WEARING, 
F.S.A. (East Anglian Soc. of Architects). 

Six Representatives from the Southern Province of 
England.—H. J. Hammuick (Devon and Cornwall Archi- 
tectural Soc.) ; R. S. REDwoop (Wessex Soc. of Archi- 
tects) ; T. TALFOoURD CUMMING (Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
A.A.) ; Harowtp S. Sawyer, M.C., A.M.T.P.I. (Hamp- 
shire and Isle of Wight A.A.); Davip A. WILKIE 
(Essex, Cambridge and Hertfordshire Soc. of Architects) ; 
Ceci LEONARD Burns (South-Eastern Soc. of Archi- 
tects). 

Four Representatives of Allied Societies in Scotland, 
nominated by the Council of the Royal  Incor- 
poration of Architects in Scotland.—T. S. CORDINER 
(Glasgow) ; Lirut.-CoL. ALEXANDER CULLEN, O.B.E., 
T.D., ERLCS.. ERSE., MTPI., -PS:A:Scot. 
(Inverness) ; LESLIE GRAHAME-THOMSON, R.S.A., F.S.A. 
Scot. (Edinburgh) ; LockHart W. Hutson, O.B.E. 
(Hamilton). 

One Representative of Allied Societies in Wales.— 
Epwin SmirH, F.R.I.C.S. (South Wales Institute of 
Architects). 

Two Representatives of Allied Societies in Ireland.— 
FRANCIS MCARDLE, M.Sc., B.E., M.ILC.E.I. (Royal 
Institute of the Architects in Ireland) ; R. H.GiIBSoN 
(Royal Society of Ulster Architects). 

REPRESENTATIVES OF SOCIETIES IN ALLIANCE WITH THE 
ROYAL INSTITUTE OVERSEAS. 

A. J. HAZELGROVE (Royal Architectural Institute of 
Canada) ; L. SyLvesreER SULLIVAN (Representative in 
the U.K.) ; J. D. CHEESMAN (Royal Australian Institute 
of Architects); T. Cecm Howrrr, D.S.O. O.B.E. 
(Nottingham), (Representative in the U.K.); R. S. De R. 
HARMAN (New Zealand Institute of Architects), (Repre- 
sentative in the U.K. to be nominated) ; Lieut.-Cot. 
C. Erik Topp, O.B.E., M.C. (Institute of South African 
Architects) ; MICHAEL T. WATERHOUSE, M.C. (Repre- 
sentative in the U.K.) ; Two Representatives to be 
nominated (Indian Institute of Architects). 

Representative of the Architectural Association (Lon- 
don).—S. E. T. Cusp1n, O.B.E. 

Representative of the Association of Architects, Sur- 
veyors and Technical Assistants (now the Association of 

Building Technicians).—K. J. CAMPBELL. 

Chairman of the Board of Architectural Education.— 
KENNETH M. B. Cross, M.A. 

Chairman of the R.I.B.A. Registration Committee.— 
LieuT.-Co . V. H. SeyMer, D.S.O., M.C., F.S.A. 

Two Representatives of the R.I.B.A. Salaried and Official 
Architects’ Committee.—(To be appointed.) 

Chairman of the R.I.B.A. Allied Societies’ Conference.— 
Norvat R. Paxton, M.C. (Leeds). 


R.LC.S. 
Quantity Surveyors’ Committee 


AT the recent annual ballot of quantity 
surveyor members of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors the following were 
elected as members of the Quantity Sur- 
veyors’ Committee for the session 1950-1951: 
H. A. Ackland, O.B.E., F.R.I.C.S., H. W. 
Bailey, A.R.ILCS., *W. OD. Bristow, 
A.R.LCS., D. J. Bendle, F.R.LC.S., K. K. 
Dale, F.R.LC.S., R. H. Francis, F.R.I.CS., 
*J. R. Furbur, F.R.L-C.S., T. Cuthbertson 
Hill, F.R.L.C.S., * E. W. Leaning, F.R.I.C.S., 
* J. H.-C.. Mackmin, F:R:ICS.._ J... R..B: 
Mann, F.R.I.C.S., Colonel J. B. Marks, 
O.B.E., F.R.L.C.S., Messrs C. A. Morrison, 
C.B.E., F.R.LC.S., *C. Sweett, F.R.LCS. 

The names of the new members of the 
committee are shown with an asterisk. 


School of Architecture, Canterbury 
Exhibition of Work 
THIS YEAR is an important one in the 
history of the Canterbury School of Archi- 
tecture, for it is the first in which a full 
five-year course has been in operation. 
At the recent exhibition of students’ work 
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July 14 19590 J 
a high standard of competence was notable. 
An important contribution to the coherence 
of the work was the stress laid cn the rela- A 
tion of designs to actuality; almost all the ] 
designs exhibited were produced for a known ‘ 
site surveyed, or at least visited, by the I 
student. This year students had an oppor- ; 
tunity to do some practical work towards “s§ 
the Festival of Britain exhibition, which is 191 
to be held locally at the same time as that Ma 
on the south bank. First- and third-year 192 
students co-operated on this work, and the Bra 
results were seen in models of the site, app 
drawings for the proposed layout, and some this 
models for an entrance pavilion. tect 
Fifth-year students, working as a design onic 
_and planning team, developed a scheme, had 
shown in drawings and a model, for the be ; 
improvement of the riverside in Canterbury. peo} 
The proposals demonstrated a high order of Stat 
practicability, as very little clearance work new 
would be involved in accomplishing the idea, ques 
which included designs for a new concert Brat 
hall, an art gallery and a restaurant. havi 
Fourth-year students, largest in numbers, ing ¢ 
had their design programme regulated to in 1 
some extent by the necessity to complete achie 
specified R.I.B.A. Testimonies of Study, but tectu 
some competent schemes for buildings im | amat 
the locality, including a crematorium, were | aesth 
exhibited. lems. 
Medway College of Art — 
Architectural Students’ Exhibition Braut 
THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION Of work by | amat 
students of the Department of Architecture, | the | 
Medway College of Art, Rochester, was was f 
epened on July 5, by Mr. S. H. Loweth, | a fac 
F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., Kent County Architect. been 
This year the exhibition is being held im | did nc 
the Corn Exchange, Rochester, and has have 
been arranged by Mr. J. W.  Poltock, | six ar 
A.R.L.B.A., the Head of the Department of | time. 
Architecture. The Principal of the College, | the r 
Mr. A. L. Reeve, A.R.C.A.(Lond.), during } well ; 
the course of his speech, stated that the | Teviser 
college is an R.I.B.A. “Listed school” im } 4 tas 
which students proceeded to the Inter { Perien 
mediate stage only, that is, for the first | Own — 
three years of the full-time A.R.LBA. | ¢Xamir 
course. Part-time courses are also arranged | --- S 
for students already engaged in architecture | ¢rTors 
as pupils or assistants, the syllabus for which} - - - 
follows similar lines to the full-time course, | ‘ors 
with modifications to suit different com { lM Teis 
ditions of attendance. | Tegarde 
should 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors differer 
Annual Meeting Pa 
TuHE ninth annual general meeting of the discloes 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors was held op author’ 
June 24 last, at Caxton Hall, Westminster. Pe ai 
In his presidential address, MR. JOHN GREGG,| yin, th 
F.1.Q.S., M.LO.B., referred to the continued ( or 4. 
progress of the Institute and particularly to history 
the increase in membership. notes a 
The examination entries this year welt illustrat 
such as to warrant the holding of the exam} «7). 
inations at five centres in Great Britain and Times.” 
several centres abroad. Statham 
During the meeting the following We] notes 4, 
elected :—President: J. Gregg. Vice-presr history 
dents : W. Clark, H. V. Mace, S. W. Spence} agree” y, 
F. Illidge, F.1.Q.S. Members of the council} stij) he , 
J. Babbs, J. Youdan Briggs, E. G. Cornish} we musi 
F. Horsfall, J. Lester, W. J. Martin, BF those «, 
Mottram, J. Saxon, F. Biscoe Taylor, L.E 
Wheble, R. D. Wood, C. E. Smart. and 
Branch representatives in council : H. 7 Pry 
Burke, J. M. Hartley, R. F. Harringtos |. 
R. B. Shaw, G. T. West. ) 
Treasurer: J. Babbs. General secretayg THE at 
to reader 
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A HisToRY oF ARCHITECTURE. (Third 
Edition, revised.) By H. Heathcote 
Statham. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price 21s. net. 

THE LATE H. H. STATHAM published his 
“Short Critical History of Architecture ” in 
1912; a second edition, edited by Mr. G. 
Maxwell Aylwin, F.R.I.B.A., appeared in 
1927; a third edition, revised by Mr. Hugh 
Braun, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., now makes its 
appearance under the title at the head of 
this notice. Although the study of archi- 
tectural history no longer has the impor- 
tance for the professional architect that it 
had a generation or so ago, there will always 
be a demand, particularly among ordinary 
people, for a good short history, and 
Statham’s is certainly one of the best. This 
new edition, however, raises one or two 
questions. In the course of his preface Mr. 
Braun writes: “The professional man 
having at most periods been too busy creat- 
ing architecture to be able to spare the time 
in which to concern himself with past 
achievements, much of the history of archi- 
tecture has perforce been compiled by the 
amateur more concerned, perhaps, with 
aesthetic variations than structural prob- 
lems.” This is largely true, but there are 
some notable exceptions—Blomfield, Jack- 
son and Richardson, for example. If Mr. 
Braun means to suggest that Statham was an 
amateur, he is wrong: he was a Fellow of 
the Institute, practised as an architect, and 
was for many years editor of The Builder, 
a fact which is not, but might well have 
been mentioned in this book. Though he 
did not carry out as much work as he would 
have liked, he was easily among the first 
six architectural scholars and writers of his 
time. It is therefore difficult to understand 
the reference to “amateur” historians as 
well as the statement that “The present 
reviser, himself a professional architect with 
a taste for historical research, has ex- 
perienced some difficulty in repressing his 
own views, based upon more _ recent 
examination of the problems concerned. 
... Some of the now universally accepted 
errors have, however, been eliminated 

-’ Mr. Braun does not say what these 
errors are. One cannot help feeling that 
in reissuing a work that has come to be 
the original text 
preserved and the reviser’s 
differences of opinion, if any, noted 
separately. The only apparent omissions 
as between this and the -second edition 
disclosed by a quick comparison are the 
author’s original preface and Note of 

Acknowledgment and Explanation, together 

with the running commentary at the head 

of the pages, itself making an architectural 
history in miniature. On the credit side one 
notes a great increase in the number of 
illustrations and a new and final chapter on 

“The Nineteenth Century and Modern 

Times,” combining the latter part of 

Statham’s old Chapter VII with some brief 

notes by the reviser, and bringing the 

history approximately up to date. We 
agree with Mr. Braun that the book may 
still be read with profit and enjoyment, but 
we must confess to some curiosity about 
those “universally accepted errors.” 

S. B. 

BONUSES FOR BuILpDERS. By F. Russon, 
FI.0.B. (Birmingham: Norman Tiptaft, 
Ltd.) Price 10s. net. 

THE AUTHOR of this book is no stranger 
fo readers of the correspondence columns 
of The Builder, as letters from his pen, 
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mostly on the subject of increased output 
and resultant payment are published at 
frequent intervals. This pocket-sized book 
confirms the impression acquired when read- 
ing the letters, that the author expends a 
great deal of thought and is deeply inter- 
ested in all the problems arising in the 
building trade of to-day. He is a bonusing 
enthusiast and expresses his view bluntly and 
frankly; it is evident that he has burnt much 
midnight oil on the subject, and as he 
actually practises that which he preaches 
he must be considered one of the origina- 
tors, if not the originator, of applied 
incentives. 

He appreciates that the gathering popu- 
larity of bonusing among the operatives is 
arousing their interest in the purport of 
standard output, labour constants and quan- 
tity surveying terminology. He is aware 
that there is apathy towards incentive pay- 
ments by some employers and that others 
are awaiting a lead. He realises that the 
advent of incentives has forced those 
employers interested to pay more attention 
to detail, in many cases to revise their 
method of estimating, to study organisation 
on site, especially the balance of labour 
gangs and, for the first time in the history 
of building, the function of incentives has 
enabled the clerical side of a business to 
be on top and remain there during the pro- 
gress of the construction work and has 
brought science to the aid of a trade that 
needed its assistance. 

Bonusing systems for branches of the 
industry or various types of businesses are 
covered and examples of the method of 
bonus calculation and distribution are 
shown. There is, of course, quite a lot of 
paper work in connection with any scheme, 
but for estimated jobbing work the clerical 
work is considerable; to surmount this 
obstacle—and it is a very severe obstacle 
in the eyes of most small building firms—the 
author suggests a profit-sharing system and 
strikes a new note by pointing out that the 
operative on jobbing work by increased 
output uses more material and therefore 
should share the profit on the additional 
materials used, an intriguing point worth 
serious consideration. An apt description 
of this suggestion would be the clerical work 
versus share of profit on additional 
materials. 

The author devotes a chapter to general 
contracting, in which he admits that it is 
not easy to formulate incentive systems for 
structures as diverse as factories, churches, 
public buildings, etc., partly owing to the 
standard method of measurement in _ its 
existing form and the fact that the services 
of a surveyor will be required to measure 
for bonus. Most builders realise that addi- 
tional surveying staff would have to be 
employed for this type of work and that 
the wages of such staff would have to be 
found solely by the employer out of his 
share of the bonus earned; if no bonus is 
earned, what then? An extract that will 
make many readers sit up and take notice 
is: “It is obvious that another form of 
measurement must be introduced that will 
be easy to calculate and simple for the 
operative to understand.” Surely this is 
hardly the juncture to commence revising 
the S.M.M.—it could only create confusion 
and delay in launching proposed schemes. 
All of us in the trade interested in bonusing 
are anxious that the systems laid down be 
understood by the operatives taking part. 
Many craftsmen have some knowledge of 
the existing S.M.M. for their own particular 
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trade, and with a little more experience of 
the fundamentals of an incentive system 
further knowledge will be gained. I must 
confess—and maybe this was at the back 
of the author’s mind when making the 
suggestion — that the average building 
labourer’s knowledge of the S.M.M. in 
regard to excavating and concreting is nil, 
but this is only one of the problems the 
employer must tackle and can overcome by 
giving the gangers some tuition. 

Another chapter is devoted to’ housing, 
and in my opinion it is this chapter that 
makes the book worth purchasing. Else- 
where the author states that the suggestions 
and systems contained in the book will be 
improved upon; in the chapter on housing 
they may be improved upon. The scheme 
as laid down is complete with full details 
and facsimile sheets which give all informa- 
tion in regard to labour hours, labour cost, 
bonus earned and distributed—in fact, the 
scheme could be extracted from the book 
and put into operation at once by any house 
builder in the country, with the author’s 
permission, of course. 

It is to be doubted if a more simple 
system will evolve, as it applies equally 
well to the erection of one house as to a 
hundred houses. The construction of the 
house is divided into sections; the impor- 
tant point to note is that each section of 
the structure is carried out by one gang, 
and that which comprises a section rests 
with the employer. These sections are called 
by the author “ bonusing units,” and dealing 
with the bricklaying trade only the bonus- 
ing units may be: (1) Brickwork up to and 
including d.p.c.; (2) Brickwork from d.p.c. 
to first-floor joists, including face brick- 
work and pointing, fixing door and window 
frames, lintols, etc.; (3) Brickwork from first- 
floor joists to roof plate, and so on. After 
the bonusing units are laid down the man- 
hours for each individual unit are collated 
and set as the standard or target, which 
means that every man in the gang knows 
what the standard hours are before. he com- 
mences work. 

One advantage of this scheme is that, 
should no bonus be earned by the men 
employed on a particular section of the 
work, an investigation can be made immedi- 
ately and the matter rectified. 

A most interesting book recommended by 
a student of bonusing to all other students. 

VC. A. 
BOOKS RECEIVED 

JAMES WyatTr. A Biography by Reginald 
Turnor. (London: Art and Technics, Ltd.) 
Price 8s. 6d. 

THE ENGLISH CATHEDRALS. By Herbert 
Feeton and John Harvey. (London: B. T. 
Batsford, Ltd.) Price 18s. 


INSIDE THE Pus. By Maurice Gorham 
and H. McG. Durrett. (London: Archi- 
tectural Press.) Price 18s. 

SWITZERLAND BuILDs. By G. E. Kidder 
Smith. (London: Architectural Press.) 
Price 42s. 

BOOK-KEEPING 
PRIVATE COMPANIES. 
(London: 
10s. 6d. 

JORDAN’S INCOME TAX GUIDE, 1950-51. 
Compiled by Charles W. Chivers. (London: 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd.) Price 1s. 6d. net. 
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By O. J. West. 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd.) Price 
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may be obtained on application \to the 
Publisher, “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash | should 
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BUILDERS’ VISIT TO 
HOLLAND 


Delegation from Southern Counties 


[DELEGATES of the Southern Counties 

Federation of Building Trades 
Employers have recently been on a visit 
to Holland, where they inspected the 
progress made by the Dutch people in their 
works of reconstruction. The programme 
for the visit, which extended from May 27 
to June 10, was a very full one, including 
the inspection of building sites, new dyke 
works, modern buildings and the Building 
Centre at Rotterdam. The delegates were 
entertained by, and in turn entertained, 
their Dutch colleagues in the building 
industry, and an official reception was given 
to the party at The Hague on June 5. Such 
a visit as this must inevitably have streng- 
thened the ties of friendship which exist 
between our two countries and it is to be 
hoped that the English delegates have 
profited greatly by the study of Dutch 
building methods. 


Rotterdam Replanning Experiments 


We are indebted to Mr. W. Keith Martin 
for the following notes: 

The destruction of the centre of the 
City of Rotterdam by means of the German 
aerial bombardment on May 14, 1940, has 
raised, amongst other things, the difficult 
problem of how to re-accommodate the 
wholesale traders. Whilst it was of the 
greatest importance that Rotterdam should 
remain the centre of the inland wholesale 
trade, it was not possible to re-erect the 
old style of accommodation, if advantage 
was to be taken of replanning the destroyed 
area in accordance with present-day con- 
ception and needs. Finance was also an 
important factor and many of the whole- 
salers were not in a position to finance the 
re-erection of their own buildings, even if 
they were allowed to do so, owing to the 
exigencies of the war. 

From this position emanated the idea of 
establishing a large collective building for 
the wholesale trade on much the same 
pattern as that which has been successfully 
exploited in the United States of America. 
Shortly after the liberation, plans for the 
project were published by the Chamber 
of Commerce, but, although the idea 
excited considerable interest, many whole- 
sale traders “sat on the fence” in accord- 
ance with traditional Dutch custom. There 
was, however, sufficient interest and action 
for the proposal to proceed and the 3,400 
piles for the foundations were driven into 
position. 

The building is of reinforced concrete 
and will be 220 metres long, 80 metres wide 
and 30 metres high. It will occupy an area 
of 17,000 metres and have a cubic capacity 
of 480,000 metres. The facades will be 
formed with prefabricated concrete units 
and windows, which will contain 20,000 
square metres of glass. There will be a 
rental floor space of 100,000 metres 
and accommodation for 150 wholesalers 
with more than 2,500 employees. This floor 
area is only a quarter of that contained in 
the buildings destroyed and it will include 
many improvements to meet modern needs, 
ie., central forwarding department, show- 
rooms, inquiry office, café restaurant, 
cafeteria, canteens, rest rooms, assembly 


rooms, post office, bank, travel office, hair- 
dressing saloons, bookstalls, baths; in fact, 
everything to make this modern building a 
complete self-contained commercial unit. 
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A mode of the Rotterdam 


Motor vehicles will be able to drive 
through the basement floor and by means 
of ramps up to the ground and first floors. 

The estimated cost of this building is 
£250,000, or thereabouts, and the work is 
being carried out by five contractors, one of 
which acts as leading contractor. The 
number of men employed on the site is 
500. The work is carried out on the basis 
of a priced schedule with a rise and fall 
clause: all variations are settled as between 
the Employers and Contractors by the 
Rotterdam Bouwcentrum, or Building 
Centre. A photograph of a model of the 
finished building accompanies this article 
and the planning principle embodied in this 
co-operative effort could, with advantage, 
be studied by persons charged with the 
responsibility of replanning the  war- 
devastated cities, towns and ports of Great 
Britain. . 


LEEDS BUILDING WEEK 
Joint Show by Government and Industry 


HE Government, the building industry 
and the associated professions are to 
combine in presenting another Building 
Week, to be held in Leeds from September 
11-16. 

The primary purpose of the Week is to 
show the latest developments in building 
and the ways in which new methods, new 
materials and machines can raise output 
and reduce costs. Another aim of the Week 
is to stimulate recruitment to the industry, 
particularly of apprentices. It will also 
serve to stress the essential unity of the pro- 
fessions associated with building, and to 
give prominence to their achievements and 
their significance in the national economy. 

Larger in scope than the successful Build- 
ing Week held in Tunbridge Wells last 
September, the Leeds show will be staged 
in the open air on Hunslet Moor, which is 
about one mile from the centre* of Leeds. 
A site of 150,000 square feet will be taken 
over, under arrangement with Leeds cor- 
poration, and will be attractively laid out, 
using framed canvas in a novel way for the 
construction of the large pavilions. 

Organisations taking part in the Week 
will include the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
the National Council of Building Materials 
Producers, the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, and other professional bodies. 
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Wholesale Trade Building. 


Government 
exhibiting are: 


departments who will be 
the Ministries of Works, 
Health, Labour, Education, Town and 
Country Planning, Agriculture, and _ the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. 
There will be a special section devoted to 
the traditions of craftsmanship in the 
industry and the opportunities that exist 
for boys to learn one of the main building 


trades. A feature of this section will be 
a display of examples of work by 
apprentices and_ students of _ technical 


colleges. Apprentices will also give prac- 
tical demonstrations of craftsmanship. Sixty 
manufacturers will be demonstrating a very 
large variety of mechanical aids to build 
ing. Some of the equipment visitors will 
see will be on view for the first time. Plant 
suitable for the small builder as well as 
the large contractor will be shown. 
Other features of the Week will bea 
series of lectures by prominent member 
of the building industry and_ professions, 
and a daily programme of films of interest! 
to all concerned with building. There will 
be a bookstall and an information centre 
where advice will be available on all aspects 





was 1 
ploye 
there 
MR 
point 
indust 
of cer 
privat 
their | 
progra 








of building. 
OBITUARY 

Baxter Greig, F.R.LB.A. 

We announce with regret the death on Jul 
7, at West Dulwich, of Mr. Baxter Greig 
F.R.I.B.A. He was 72. Mr. Greig wai 
elected an Associate of the R.I.B.A. in 1902 
and a Fellow in 1935. During his career kk 
had held appointments as district survey0! 
in Deptford and St. Marylebone. 


J. C. Somerville. 

We regret to announce the death, o 
June 28, of Mr. John Charles Somervilk, 
managing director of Triad Floors, Ltd. li 
1928 Mr. Somerville joined Trussed Concrét 
Steel Co., Ltd., and in 1932 was appointel 
chief sales manager of the Hy-Rib Deput: 
ment. Within a few years he was contd 
ling the sales of all departments. In 14 
he joined as a director, with Mr. Stanle 
Johnson, in the inception of the Johns 
Floor Co., Ltd. Five years later he resignt 
in order to concentrate his energies on! 
manufacture and marketing of the “Ts 
Floor.” He will be much missed in ® 
industry which will wish to express ‘sine 
sympathy with his widow and two yolk 
children. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Cement and Brick Supplies 


N June 30, Mr. BEVINsS, a Labour member, 
raised the question of the shortage of 
cement and bricks. He said that this short- 
age endangered employment in the building 
industry, retarded the tempo of building 
work, and aggravated the housing problem. 
Mr. MARPLES said that the shortage of 
bricks and cement affected not only the build- 
ing in hand but went further. The reason 
was that the men who were working 
on the site would not subsequently work 
fast and hard on another site because they 
would fear that there would be a shortage of 
material. He recently paid some bricklayers 
4s, 2d. per hour, with a bonus, to lay 86 
bricks in one hour on a fairly simple brick- 
laying operation. Brick supplies ran short. 
The first repercussion was that they were 
put out of work for a short time, and they 
had to be put on another job. When the 
brick supply was reintroduced, the brick- 
layer appeared to the naked eye to be work- 
ing just as hard, but the number of bricks 
he laid had dropped from 86 an hour to 46. 
Every time he (Mr. Marples) passed the 
bricklayer he was working furiously, but he 
was not laying bricks. He was not going 
to work himself out of a job, and he was not 
to be blamed for that. 


The operatives of this country had worked 
extremely hard, considering that the supply 
of materials had been erratic. It was natural 
that a man should want to protect his own 
job, and that was all that the bricklayer was 
doing. He would not work unless there was 
an enormous pile of bricks that he could see 
on the site. It was no good arguing about 
it. The Minister should bear in mind that 
the incentive schemes which his Department 
was urging building trade unions and em- 
ployers to adopt were being wrecked because 
there was not an even flow of materials. 


Mr. Stokes, the Minister of Works, 
pointed out that he did not control this 
industry. He only advised. The production 
of cement and bricks was in the hands of 
private enterprise. The Government did 
their best to indicate what they believed the 
programme was likely to be. It was revised 
from time to time in the light of altering cir- 
cumstances. He gave the trade due credit 
for the fact that they did their level best to 
meet what was believed to be the demand. 
But, of course, there were all sorts of impon- 
derables, especially in connection with the 
consumption of cement, which had led us 
to the position in which we were to-day, 
where, in certain instances, and not very 
seriously, there had been some shortages. 
It was not true that the housing programme 
had been reduced and that the Government 
were slowing up on it. It might be true to 
say that in individual cases there had been 
a slowing up, because of the fear of a 
shortage. But the overall programme of the 
Government was for 200,000 houses a year 
—this year, next year, and the year after. 
The output of cement to-day was higher than 
the industry themselves expected they 
could deliver. It was more than had been 
planned for delivery. The fact was that 
cement consumption had been much greater. 
At present they were delivering for the home 
market at a rate of 160,000 tons a week of 
home production, un top of which, for the 
past two weeks and for the future six or 
seven weeks, there was an importation on the 
average of 10,000 tons a week. That was 
of the order of 8,500,000 tons being con- 
sumed in the country for home production. 
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Mr. MarpLes: How much more is that 
than was planned? 

Mr. STOKES: The total planned produc- 
tion was estimated at 9,200,000 tons, and was 
running at about 400,000 tons above what it 
was first anticipated. By the end of this 
year the total production rate will be 
10,000,000 tons, which was the planned target 
of some years ago. On the other hand, the 
export side has gone the other way. During 
the first five months of this year we have 
exported some 57,000 tons of cement less 
than was at first planned. 

Continuing, he said that the first thing he 
did when he took office was to consult with 
the trade as to what was necessary to bridge 
the gap. They decided that the importation 
of 60,000 tons would meet the needs. When 
the position did not look so good as was at 
first anticipated, that was increased to 80,000 
tons, which was where it stood at present. 
When this had been effectively delivered, as 
it would be by the middle of July, the trade 
anticipated, with the increased produc- 
tion, which was coming in at the rate of 
100,000 tons a year as from the beginning 
of July, this would provide all that was 
needed, even at the present rate of con- 
sumption. 

With regard to bricks, the deliveries in 
May were 69.6 million, against 58.8 million 
in 1949. His regional officers had done their 
best to communicate his plans to the local 
brickmakers, who should be able to supply 
the bricks, since the housing programme was 
fixed for the next three years, which would 
be about the time the Government were 
seeking re-election! 

On July 3, WING COMMANDER GEOFFREY 
Cooper asked the Minister of Works what 
was the proposed quantity and value of 
imports of cement and cement clinker for 
which sanction to the cement trade had 
recently been given; and from what coun- 
tries were these imports of cement to be 
obtained. 

Mr. STOKES said that detailed arrange- 
ments had been discussed with the cement 
industry for the import of 60,000 tons of 
cement and 20,000 tons of cement clinker 
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from Belgium and Germany, at a total f.o.b. 
cost of approximately £312,000. Licences 
had been issued to other importers, but he 
did not know how far they would, in fact, be 
used, 

Lack of Timber. 

On July 3, Mr. MARPLEs asked the Minis- 
ter of Works how far approvals of building 
licences had been held up owing to lack 
of timber. 

Mr. STOKES said that no schemes which 
could be carried out within the framework of 
capital investment policy had been refused 
licences because of lack of timber, but 
economy in the use of softwood was insisted 
upon. 

On July 3, Major BEAMISH asked the 
President of the Board of Trade» what 
quantities of sawn softwood contracts had 
been placed this year in Canada, the U.S.A., 
Poland, Germany and Yugoslavia; what 
quantities had so far been delivered to the 
United Kingdom; and what was the total 
quantity which it was hoped to obtain from 
each of these sources this year. 

Mr. H. WILSON said it was not the 
practice to disclose our contract position or 
to anticipate future contracts. Imports of 
sawn softwood into the United Kingdom in 
the period January-May, 1950, from the 
sources named were: Canada (12,279 stan- 
dards), U.S.A. (717), Poland (16,259), Ger- 
many (2,703), Yugoslavia (33,382). 

Working Party Report. 

SiR WALDRON SMITHERS, referring to the 
report of the building industry Working 
Party, asked the Minister of Works if the 
Government were trying to pigeon-hole the 
report for all they were worth. 

Mr. STOKES: That is absolutely untrue. 
The action required from the report is my 
responsibility, and I am pursuing the matter 
with the utmost vigour. (July 3.) 


Private Art Collections. 


Mr. Donner asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether, in view of the continu- 
ing dispersal and sale of private art collec- 
tions, resulting from the weight of taxation 
on great houses, he would review the adminis- 
tration of the export regulations and, in par- 
ticular, take measures to ensure that the 
nation did not refuse to buy an object of art 
of national importance for which an export 
licence had been refused on account of that 
importance. 

StR STAFFORD Cripps said he agreed that 
the export control over works of art and 
similar objects should be reviewed, and he 
was taking steps to that end. The point made 
in the second part of the question was only 
one of a number of factors to be taken into 
account in such a review. [July 4.] 


Private Building Licences. 


On July 6, Mr. RUSSELL asked the Minister 
of Health whether he had considered repre- 
sentations from local housing authorities 
regarding the postponement of the operation 
of the one-in-five ratio until 1951; and what 
answer he had made. 

Mk. BEVAN said that in answer to the very 
few communications received from locat 
authorities the position had been explained 
as in the replies given to questions: on June 
15 and May 25. 

Mr. RUSSELL asked if the Minister was 
aware that in reply to questions asked on 
May 4 he had given the impression that this 
cut was to be restored immediately; and was 
he further aware that the delay in doing so 
was causing a great deal of disappointment. 

Mr. BEvAN: No. The explanation is per- 
fectly simple. Most of the houses in the 
1950 programme were in hand before this 
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modification was made, It was, therefore, 
quite impossible to make it retrospective. It 
will be made in the case of allocations for 
1950-51. 

Miss HorssruGH asked if any local 
authority which had not yet made arrange- 
ments for its full programme be permitted 
to increase the number of licences. 

Mr. BEVAN said they ought to have made 
them by now, and he would be very hurt to 
hear that a local authority had not made the 
whole of its allocations for this year. If 
there was some local authority which had not 
done so he would certainly have a look at it. 

Mr. Joynson-Hicks asked the Minister of 
Health how many applications he had 
received from local authorities for permis- 
sion to issue private building permits in excess 
of a ratio of one in five of their housing allo- 
cation; and how many he had granted. 

Mr. BEVAN said if, as he assumed, the hon. 
member had in mind the arrangements which 
he announced on May 4, the question had 
not yet arisen, since the allocations for 1951 
were only now in course of being decided. 

Mr. Joynson-Hicks asked if the right hon. 
gentleman was prepared to receive, in excep- 
tional circumstances, applications for addi- 
tional allocations in 1950. 

Mr. BEVAN: Obviously not, because if the 
local authority has been doing its work the 
1950 allocations have already been made. 

Miss HorssruGH asked if the Minister, 
in reply to a previous question, did not say 
that he would be willing to look into any 
case where the allocation for 1950 had not 
been made. 

Mr. BEvVAN: I should be very sorry if there 
are any. 

Later, in reply to Mr. EL.ior, the Minis- 
ter said he was quite prepared, where 1950 
allocations had not been made—and they 
ought to have been made long ago—to look 
into the matter. 


School Building. 

On July 6, Mr. CHETWyND asked the 
Minister of Education what was the size of 
the complete educational building programme 
for 1951-52; whether this included provision 
for colleges of further education and for 
extending the school meals service; and what 
was being done to ensure that the programme 
had relation to available sources of materials 
and building labour. 

Mr. HargpMAN said that the total estimated 
cost of the educational building programme 
which the Minister would be able to sanc- 
tion for 1951-52 was about £52.5 million, 
which included provision for colleges of fur- 
ther education. The Minister regretted that 
the resources available would not enable him 
to re-establish, during the financial year 
1951-52, a programme for extending the 
school meals service at existing schools; pro- 
vision was, however, made for a meals service 
in new schools, and for such minor works at 
existing schools as were necessary to main- 
tain the efficiency of the service. On the last 
part of the question, the educational building 
programme was part of the national invest- 
ment programme, which was drawn up in 
relation to the resources of capital, labour 
and materials likely to be available for the 
country as a whole. Local education authori- 
ties had been asked to keep in mind local or 
regional shortages in the supply of building 
labour when putting forward proposals for 
the 1951-52 programme. On a number of 
occasions they had also been asked to keep 
the labour position in mind when selecting 
methods of construction. In deciding which 
proposals could be sanctioned for inclusion 
in the 1951-52 programme, the Minister 
would be advised by the Ministry’s Regional 
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Priority Officers, who were in close touch 
with the Regional Building Committees. 
Those Committees, sitting under the auspices 
of the Ministry of Works, were responsible 
for the award of starting dates, the purpose 
of which was to avoid overloading the 
resources of building labour available in each 
Region, 

The Unemployed. 

On July 4, Mr. Hastincs asked the Minis- 
ter of Labour what was the number of 
unemployed of each of the principal grades 
of the building industry on the nearest con- 
venient date. 

Mr. Isaacs said that the following table 
gave the information desired. 

Numbers of unemployed persons on the 

registers of Employment Exchanges in Great 

Britain at May 15, 1950, whose last employ- 
ment was in the building industry. 





Carpenters 1,022 
Bricklayers 334 
Masons bts 25 
Slaters and tilers ... 133 
Plasterers ... a see 248 
Painters and decorators ... 1,858 
Plumbers and glaziers 647 
All other occupations 18,386 

Total 22,653 

DRY ROT 


M.o.W. Advisory Leaflet 


THE LATEST in the Ministry of Works 
series of advisory leaflets, published by 
H.M. Stationery Office, will be of interest 
to many householders and property owners, 
as well as to the practical builder. 

The Leaflet (No. 10 in the series) describes 
in non-technical language the cause of dry 
rot, and in what circumstances it is most 
likely to be found; how to recognise it; how 
to prevent it; and, once its presence is estab- 
lished, how to eradicate it. 

A useful sectional sketch, showing the 
faults in house construction which cause 
dampness and hence may lead to dry rot, 
is included in the leaflet, priced at 2d. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Builder-Client Dispute 

Q.—We should be glad to have your 
opinion on the following matter in dispute 
between ourselves and a client. An account 
has been rendered for a contract recently 
completed, which was based on a tender 
in 1946 containing a clause to the effect 
that any increases in costs outside the con- 
trol of the contractor would be an extra to 
the contract. The contractor was also re 
quired to state the hours he proposed to 
work per week, in this case given as 54. The 
account rendered included a_ substantia] 
amount for increased costs, including 
increases in wage rates, which have beep 


claimed on all hours paid for on the job, ! 


including the “unproductive hours” paid 
for overtime. No claim is made for over- 
time reimbursement as such, although dur- 
ing summer months the hours worked were 
frequently in excess of the 54 stated. The 
dispute covers all unproductive hours, in- 
cluding those in the 54-hour week agreed 
upon, the clients’ case being apparently based 
on the view that the hours were worked at 
our own option. Our case is that we were 
entitled to use our judgment on such a mat- 
ter without prejudice to our claim for 
increased costs. SEYLIM. 


A.—A legal correspondent writes:—I can 

only reply on the information I have, 
Nothing is said as to whether the contract 
contained an arbitration clause. Here is a 
genuine dispute and there is much to be said 
on both sides of the matter and, incidentally, 
nothing from decided cases that I can sug- 
gest is of any assistance as affording a defin- 
ite solution. I am therefore of opinion that 
(a) If there be an arbitration clause in the 
contract, this appears to be a matter to be 
submitted to the arbitrator under that clause; 
(b) If there was no arbitration clause, then 
““Seylim ” should approach the client, point 
ing out the debatable points, and suggesting 
the appointment of an arbitrator to give an 
award; or (c) “ Seylim ” could refuse to meet 
the claims, leave the other side to bring an 
action for the recovery of the amouats 
claimed, and defend the action in the usual 
way. 
I definitely think (a) or (b) are the better 
methods to adopt as far as both parties are 
concerned and would probably prove better 
and cheaper in the long run. 


Payment for Work Outside War 
Damage 


Q.—Last year I undertook certain war 
damage repairs to be carried out to a sur 
veyor’s specification. During the process of 
repairs certain work came to light, especially 
damaged plaster to walls. Only ceiling 
repairs, however, were included in specifi- 
cation. Work was stopped and a letter for- 
warded to the surveyor pointing this out; the 
surveyor replied forwarding an amended 
—e which included the repairs to 
walls. 


Later the War Damage Commission re 
fused to pay for this extra work, pointing 
out that the owner had made a prior agree 
ment which excluded the walls; this was 
not disclosed to either myself or the surveyor. 
The owner now refuses to pay for this extra 
work, stating that there was a duty upon 
the builder to use special precaution to se 
that no work was done which could not 
be strictly attributed to war damage. This 
repair was undoubtedly war damage, being 
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caused at the same time as damage was 
done to ceilings, but for some unknown 
reason was not disclosed to the Commis- 
sion. The surveyor agrees on this point. 
Am I in order in claiming the cost of 
these extra repairs since the owner denies 
all liability? BUILDER. 
A.—The surveyor acting on the owner’s 
behalf issued instructions for certain addi- 
tional work to be carried out. You are in 
order in presenting a claim via the surveyor 
for the additional work, and the surveyor 
on being satisfied that your account for 
the work is correct should certify payment. 
Whether the additional work was included 
in the original War Damage Claim or not 
js outside the scope of your contract. 
V. €.-A, 


CEMENT EXPORT 
National President’s Comments 


SPEAKING at Derby on July 11, Mr. Robert 
0. Lloyd, O.B.E., President N.F.B.T.E.., 
said that whilst he shared the hopes of the 
Minister of Works that adequate supplies 
of cement would shortly be available and 
whilst he realised the importance of main- 
taining exports of cement in order to retain 
our markets abroad, he could not agree with 
the Minister’s recent statement that the 
export programme was not interfering with 
building at home. There had, in fact, 
been much slowing down of building work 
on priority jobs and, for many weeks, large 
numbers of small builders had been unable 
to get any cement at all. The result had 
been that the carrying out of many urgent 
jobs of repair and maintenance had been 
indefinitely postponed. It was obvious that 
the position at home would have been much 
better had all the cement manufactured been 
allotted to the home market. 

“The Chairman of the Cement Makers’ 
Federation, in a recent letter to the Press,* 
has clearly shown,” added the President, 
“that we would: have been in a better posi- 
tion now if the Government’s central 
planners had really planned properly by 
allowing new cement works to be con- 
structed and existing ones extended. It 
would have been much better still if they 
had left this matter to those who really 
understood the position, that is to say, to 
the cement manufacturers themselves, who, 
under very difficult circumstances, have 
done a first-class job.” 


LICENCES FOR ELECTRICAL 
WORK AND OIL-FIRED BOILERS 


IN a circular (69/50) issued by the Min- 
istry of Health to draw attention to the 
extension of present financial limits for build- 
ing licensing for a further twelve months 
(The Builder, June 23), it is announced that 
applications for licences, whether for new 
electrical installations or for repairs to 
existing electrical installations, should no 
longer be referred to the Electricity Board. 
Applicants should, however, be advised 
Where appropriate that the granting of a 
building licence gives no guarantee that 
the Electricity Board will provide a supply. 
Schemes involving the installation of new 
dil-fired boilers for domestic central heating 
or hot water systems or the. conversion to 
dilfiring of any boilers fired by an alterna- 
tive fuel should not be licensed unless the 
applicant can produce a written authorisa- 


4 ton from the Ministry of Fuel and Power, 


— Division, 7, Millbank, London, 








* See Page 56. 
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TWO TALKS TO BUILDING 


STUDENTS 
The Building “ Team ” 
HE various sections which together 
form. the building industry and the 


functions and responsibilities of each of 
those sections were the broad basic theme 
of a recent talk given by Lrt.-CoLONEL 
H. A. ACKLAND, O.B.E., to students of the 
Hammersmith School of Building. 

Colonel Ackland presented a clear picture 
of the work of the building professions, as 
well as of those members engaged in the 
actual constructional work, and he stressed 
the importance of co-operation among them. 
He pointed out the advantages of planning 
ahead and went into considerable detail on 
points such as dealings with the client or 
building owner, the preparation of docu- 
ments, quantities and their uses, etc. Some 
of the other matters with which he dealt 
included administration of contracts, super- 
vision of work, measurernents and records, 
“the pay-off,” preparation of accounts, and 
final statements. 

“The Structural Engineer and his Job” 
was the title of another talk given at the 
same school. The speaker was Mr. L. 
Scott-WHITE, M.L.C.E., P-P.I.Struct.E. 
An engineer, he said, must thoroughly 
understand the basic principles of construc- 
tion before he could be allowed to take part 
in the responsible matter of design. At 
present employers were having to carry an 
enormous load of inexperienced men and, 
therefore, considered an assistant who could 
safely shoulder responsibility a very valuable 
acquisition. 

Architects and 
speaking, divided 


engineers were, roughly 
into two groups: one 
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theoretical, the other practical. Both were 
necessary. There was, however; a danger 
in that the theoretician was ' sometimes 
incapable of appreciating tie practical 
aspect. He might work out his problem 
and yet not know if his solution was 
correct. The practical man, on the other 
hand, had probably visualised the result 
before beginning his calculation and could, 
therefore, watch and check his work as he 
proceeded. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Grants to Local Authorities: 
Amended Regulations. 

Mr. Hugh Dalton, Minister of Town and 
Country Planning, has fulfilled an under- 
taking which he made in the House of Com- 
mons, on April 24, to issue amending regu- 
lations affecting the grants to be made to 
local authorities for reconstruction of war- 
damaged areas and other purposes. 

Under the new regulations local authori- 
ties will have to consult the district valuer 
to obtain an estimate of the cost of acquisi- 
tion of land and a certificate that the amount 
of compensation paid does not exceed what 
the district valuer considers to be properly 
payable, but may conduct their own nego- 
tiations. 

The earlier regulations had laid it down 
as a condition of grant that both negotia- 
tions and valuations for the acquisition of 
land and the settlement of compensation 
should be undertaken by the district valuer. 
This condition was objected to by a number 
of local authorities. 


Sulphate Turpentine Restrictions Removed. 

The Board of Trade announce that the 
restrictions on the sale and use of sulphate 
turpentine have now been removed. Con- 
ditions applying to sales of other types of 
turpentine for use in the manufacture of 
paints and polishes, and to retai! sales, are 
unchanged. 


Plywood Licences Ended. 

The Government have decided that, 
except in the cases of Russian and Finnish 
plywood and Canadian and American 
Douglas fir plywood, the licensing control 
over plywood should be brought to an end. 
The issue of timber licences for all plywoods 
other than those referred to above, came 
to an end on June 30. 

Hardwood.—Home-grown ash and Hon- 
duras mahogany have now been freed from 
licensing control; balsa wood and rock 
elm have been added to the list of scarce 
hardwoods for which licences will be 
required. The appropriate amendments 
should be made to the list of scarce hard- 
woods in paragraph 2 of Circular 27/49, 
and Appendix A to Circular 28/49. 


Softwood for House Joinery. 


The English Joinery Manufacturers 
Association (Incorporated), Sackville House, 
40, Piccadilly, W.1, have recently issued a 
pamphlet to all the housing authorities 
throughout the United Kingdom, entitled 
“Softwood for House Joinery.” This 
pamphlet emphasises that in the Ministry of 
Health circular (100/49), dated November 
11, 1949, the Minister of Health shows 
clearly that all housing authorities who 
wish to use wood windows and door frames, 
etc.. will be granted 1.5 standards per 
house without question as opposed to the 
1.3 standards if metal windows and door 
frames are used. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


R.C.A. Medal Award. 


The Reinforced Concrete Association 
Medal for 1949 has been awarded to Mr. 
Stewart Champion for his paper on “ The 
Repair of Concrete Structures.” 


Building Digest. 

The reduction of sound transmission 
through concrete floors is the subject dealt 
with in the June issue (No. 19) of the 
Building Research Station Digest. 


Building Without Authority. 

Abergele Council has decided to prosecute 
all persons who erect buildings in the future 
without obtaining the necessary authority 
and submitting plans. Councillor H. 
Thomas told a meeting of the council 
recently that hundreds of buildings had been 
erected particularly in Kimmel Bay area, and 
development charges were being avoided. 
It was stated that in cases brought to the 
notice of the council it was found impos- 
sible and impracticable to take action. If 
the buildings were demolished and the occu- 
pants turned out they were bound as a local 
authority to rehouse them. 


Breaking of Party Walls. 

The Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning has been advised that the operation 
of knocking a hole in a party wall between 
two buildings does not constitute develop- 
ment under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, provided that the works 
undertaken do not materially affect the 
appearance of the premises from outside, 
and provided also that no material change 
of use is involved. Planning permission is, 
therefore, no longer necessary for such an 
operation, and no development charge is 
payable. Where development charge has 
been paid in these circumstances, the 
Central Land Board will make repayment 
on application. 


R.I.B.A. Golfing Society. 

The annual summer meeting of the 
Society, held at Brancaster once more, on 
the week-end July 1 and 2, was well 
attended by 17 members, including the 
President, Sir Giles G. Scott. The weather 
was perfect, but the dry conditions made 


scoring very difficult. The results were as 
follows: 

President's Prize: Won by W. R. F. 
Fisher, 37} points; Runner-up, A. V. 


Farrier, 354 points. Captain’s Cup: Won 
by W. R. F. Fisher, 84-9-75; Runner-up, 
John Grey, 85-8-77. Four-ball Bogey Com- 
petition: Won by R. Scott and F. T. Smith, 
5 up; Runners-up, Alan Scott and H. St. 
John Harrison, 3 up. 


Students’ Awards and Prizes. 

Major-General C. Lloyd, Director of the 
Department of Technology of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute, recently 
presented National Certificates and City and 
Guilds Certificates to 57 out of the 150 
students of the Department of Building of 
the Sheffield College of Technology who 
were successful in the 1949 examinations. 

Mr. T. E. Hall, A.R.I.B.A., Head of the 
Department, reported on the progress of 
the Department since it was established in 
1947 in the present temporary premises, 
He said that 480 part-time day students 
were now in attendance in addition to 
nearly 700 evening students. Twelve full- 
time and over 80 part-time teachers were 
mow engaged in the Department. 
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A MECHANICAL STACKER... A mechanical 

stacker in use at the L.C.I. Paints Depot at 

Slough. With this plant one man can lift into 
position and stack over one ton of paint. 





Sanitary Engineers’ Examination. 

The next examinations for the Associate- 
Membership grade of the Institution of Sani- 
tary Engineers will be held on November 
23, 24 and 25 next. 

New Italian Publication. 

A new quarterly publication dealing with 
architecture and the building industry, is 
being published by Centro Studi Abitazione 
presso il Consiglio Nazionale Ricerche, Piz- 
zale delle Scienze, 7 Rome. 

M.T. and C.P. Documents. 

The Ministry of Town and Country Plan- 
ning has issued jointly Statutory Instrument 
No. 1066, “Parks and Countryside—The 
National Parks and Access to the Country- 
side Regulations 1950,” and Circular No. 91, 
“National Parks and Access to the Country- 
side Act, 1949—Public Rights of Way.” 
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TRADE NEWS 


Association’s New Chairman. 

Mr. R. Mather, of the Skinningrove 
Iron Co., Ltd., has succeeded Sir Andrew 
McCance, F.R.S., of Colvilles, Ltd., as 
chairman of the British Iron and Steel 
Research Association. 


Firm Appoints Agent. 

Messrs. Stramit Boards, Ltd., announce 
the appointment of Mr. A. W. Pyatt, of 98, 
Somerset-road, Erdington, Birmingham, 23, 
as their technical representative for the 
Midlands. 


Firm’s New Office. 

Messrs. James Crosby and Sons, Ltd., of 
Manchester and London, inform us that they 
have now opened an office in Cardiff, at 
Crichton House, Mount Stuart-sq. (Tel: 
Cardiff 8284), to handle their South Wales 
contracts. 


Exports to South Africa. 

Twenty new express lifts are to be 
installed in seven hotels and offices in Cape 
Town, Durban, Pietermaritzburg, Port 
Elizabeth and Johannesburg. This infor- 
mation is taken from a list of recent orders 
received by the Express Lift Co., Ltd, 
Northampton, an associated company of 
The General Electric Company, Ltd. 


A Technical Appointment. 

The Invisible Panel Warming Association 
announces that it has appointed Mr. H. H. 
Bruce, M.I.H.V.E., as its technical director, 
and the association will now operate from 
its new address at 3, Robert-street, Adelphi, 
W.C.2 (tel.: Trafalgar 6972). The intention 
is to improve the information service on 
panel heating available to architects, con- 
sultant engineers and other users. 


An Appointment. 

Asphaltic Roadways Ltd. announce that 
for reasons of ill health Mr. F. E. Trigg, 
J.P., has relinquished, as from June 30, 
his appointment fas a director and joint 


managing director of the company. He | 


continues to be associated with the com- 
pany in an advisory capacity. Mr. D. B. 
Haigh has. been 
director. 


Companies Amalgamate. 

We have been informed that on June 30 
last, Messrs. Mosers, Ltd., changed thei 
name to Nettlefold and Moser, Ltd. On 
the same date Nettlefold and Sons, Ltd, 
ceased trading, and the business previously 
conducted from Nettlefold House, 163, 
Euston-road, London, N.W.1, was trans 
ferred to Nettlefold and Moser, Ltd., 170- 
194, Borough High-street, London, S.E.1, to 
whom all future orders and inquiries should 
be sent. 


Firm’s Australian Contract. 

H. Newsum, Sons and Co., Ltd., of Lir 
coln, have received notification from the 
Commonwealth Government in Australia 
that they have been awarded a contract 
for the supply of 500 of their factory-made 
houses to the Australian capital, Canberra 

The contract will be worth over half 4 
million pounds, and the houses, complete 
with hot and cold water installation, sar 
tary fittings, cupboards, etc., are crated {0 
shipment and erection on prepared found 
tions in Australia. The contract has bee 
secured in the face of competition from 
many European countries. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayrshire.—Plans approved for the reconstruction 
of the Townholm Woollen Mills, Kilmarnock. These 
will | be erected by the Maryhill firm of contractors, 
the Kelvin Construction Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for additions and 
other works at 162 to 168 Bath-st. and 118 to 122, 
Sauchiehall-st., for Alexander Lindsay & Co., Ltd., 
173, Bath-st., for which the architects are Weddell 
and Thomson, F.A.R.1.B.A., 216, Bath-st., Glasgow, 
W.C.2.—Plans to be prepared for additions, etc., for 
Galbraith’s Stores, Ltd., of Paisley, at Paisley- rd. 
West, Govan, and for which the architect is James 
Houston (A.), School Wynd, The Bridge, Kilbirnie, 
Ayrshire. 
Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for Protestant 
secondary school to be erected in connection with 
the Pollock housing scheme and for which the 
architects are Watson, Salmond and Gray, Central 
Station-bldgs., Union- st., Glasgow, C.1 ‘and the 
quantity surveyors, Gladstone, Brown and Muir, 102, 
Bath-st., Glasgow, 

Glasgow. —Plans to Sq ‘prepared for an extension 
to Our Lady and St. Francis Catholic School, esti- 
mated at £50,000 for which the architect is John 
MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2, and the 
Corporation has appointed as quantity surveyors 
MacLarnen & White, F.S.1., 184, West George-st., 
Glasgow, W.C. 

Hamilton. “Cor rporation have scheme in hand of 
houses at estimated cost of £73,283 on a site at 
Low Waters, for which plans are in the hands of 
their own architects. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are in the hands of their own 
staff of architects for a scheme of shops, etc., for 
specified and selected businesses, which Henry Boot 
& Sons, Ltd., Garrowhill, Baillieston, are to erect 
on a Garrowhill Thornwood-rd. site at Baillieston. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are in the hands of William 
C. Brownlee, 191, Ingram-st., Glasgow; C.i, for new 
block e' classrooms to be erected at’ the Kesswill 
School, Carnwath. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open wiil 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger. (t) denotes closing 
date for applications: the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 
JULY 17. 
t*Birmingham T.C.—Heating chambers, drainage 
works and alterations to cottages, Erdington 
Cottage Homes, Fentham-rd., Erdington. Herbt. 
J. Manzoni, City E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 19, 


t*Birmingham T.C.—24 houses and 24 flats, Hilly- 
fields estate, Harborne. Herbt. J. Manzoni, City E. 
&S. Dep. £2 2s. each. 
JULY 20. 
+*Wimbledon Boro.— Two shops with living 
accommodation over, Haydons-rd., and Haydons 
Park-rd. site. J. S. Thomson, F., 49, Wimbledon 
Hill-rd., §S.W.19. Dep. £2 2s. 


and Junior 
J. Symcox 
Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 21. 
t*East Suffolk C.C.—New_ Infant 
School, King George’s-ave., Leiston. E. 
(F.), County A., County Hall, Ipswich. 
Tenders by August 18. 
Farnham (Surrey) 
houses on Weydon-la. 
Hobson, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., 75, 
ham. Dep. £2. 
t*Staffs C.C.—Additions to office accommodation, 
Rowley Regis central county secondary grammar 
school. A. C. H. Stillman, Architect and Surveyor, 
County Education Committee, Green Hall, Lich- 
field-rd., Stafford. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 22. 
t*Herts C.C.—School, Shenley-la., 


R.D.C.—Construction of 24 
(west) site. Gilbert and 
Castle-st., Farn- 


London Colney. 


County A., Hertford. 
Manchester T.C.—Alterations and adaptations to 
the Deanery, Wood-rd., Whalley Range, for con- 


version to children’s home. City A., Town Hall. 


Dep. £1 ls. 


tWellingborough U.D.C.—Erection of 52 houses 
on the Croyland Hall Farm estate. R. Kilby, 
M.I.Mun.E., E. & S., Council Offices, Welling- 
borough. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 24. 


. Blackpool T.C.—Erection of 10 old people’s dwell- 
ings on Mereside estate. A. Hamilton, B.S., Muni- 
cipal-bldgs., Blackpool. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Depwade R.D.C.—Drainage work,  Burston 
peg, site. H. Owen, Water and Sewerage E. 

e 

+*East Retford gg houses, etc., Hallcroft 
estate. T.C. Dep. £2 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
CEMENT PACKAGES 

Owing to an increase in the cost of Kraft paper, it 
has been arranged with the Ministry of Works that 
as from July 11, the charge for paper bags and non- 
returnable jute sacks throughout Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland will be advanced by Is. 6d. net 
per ton of cement, i.e., from 8s. to 9s. 6d. The 
charge for individual paper bags and non-returnable 
jute sacks for supplies up to 1 ton will remain un- 
changed at 6d. neteach. There will be a correspond- 
ing increase from 8s. to 9s. 6d. net per ton of cement 
in respect of other packaged cements. 











Middlesbrough T.C.—Erection of 80 houses on Ber- 
wick Hills site. Boro’ E. & S.. Municipal-bldgz., 
Middlesbrough. Dep. £2 2s. 

Norwich T.C.—Erection of 36 -_ at Hall-rd. 
City A., City Hall, Norwich. Dep. 

+*Redditch U.D.C.—18 old oho dwellings, 
Batchley estate. E. Buckley, E. & S. Dep. £5. 
Tenders by September 9. 

Stockton-on-Tees B.C.—Erection of (i) Four shops 
with two flats over, on the Ragworth estate; (ii) 
four shops with two flats over, on the Albany estate. 
Boro’ A., 28, The Square, Stockton-on-Tees. Dep. 
£2 2s, for the whole or se parate sections. 

sag Wellington (Salop) R.D.C.—Eight houses Long- 
don-upon-Tern. W. B. Bond, quantity surveyor, 
Colmore-chbrs., 3, Newhall-st., Birmingham, 3. 

JULY 25. 


Bucklow R.D.C.—Erection of 14 houses with 


appurtenant works at Marthall-la., Ollerton, nr. 
Knutsford. H. V. Shaw, E. & S., 26, Station-bldgs., 
Altrincham. Dep. £3 3s. 


“Ilford B.C.—Conversion of a depot to provide 
garage and storage accommodation at Clarks-rd, 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 26. 
t*Chislehurst and Sidcup U.D.C.—Public con- 


venience, The Glade, Lamorbey. E. & S. Dep. 
ya 2S. 
+*Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Alterations 


Highroyds Hospital, Menston, nr. 


and adaptations, 
29-31, East; gate. Dep. 


Leeds. Architect to Board, 
= 


2s. 

+*Norfolk E.C.—Erection of King’s Lynn North 
Infants’ School. W. O. Bell, Chief Ed. Officer, 
County Ed. Offices, Stracey-rd., Norwich. Dep. £2. 

*Preston €©.B.—98 houses at Ribbleton Hall 
estate. B.S., Municipal-bldg. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Sutton Coldfield T.C.—Garage "aad workshops. 
Riland-rd. depot. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 27. 

*Huyton-with<Roby U.D.C.—Public conveniences 
at Princess-drive and Bowring Park. H. K. Pil- 
kington, E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 28. 

“Basingstoke R.D.C.—34 dwellings, and roads and 
sewers, we hone Sherborne St. John. . & 

cler 











te Eastlands, London-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 
each. 
“Cardiff city.—56 maisonettes, Jubilee-st. City S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
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JULY 29. 
U.D.C.—Eight one-bedroom flats at 


t+*Chigwell ‘ b 
Council Offices, Old Station-rd., 


Valley Hill. C., 
Loughton. 
*Stepney B.C.—War damage repairs to various 


properties. Chief Technical Officer for War 
Damage, 191- 193, Commercial-rd., E.1. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 31. 
*Bootle C.B.—24 dwellings, scheme 15 (s), 2 
Acre site, near Ford Station. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Burniey C.B.—Infants’ school, Myrtle Bank. 
11, Old Hall-st., Liverpool, 3. 


Quiggin & Gee, FF., 
Dep. 2s. 

Cannock (Staffs) R.D.C.—Eréection of 22 houses 
with outbuildings, paths, paving and drains at 
Deansfield site, Brewood. and also 22 houses with 
appurtenant works at Cannock-rd., Featherstone. 
J. P. Roberts, clerk, Council Offices, Penkridge, 
Staffs. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

Chesterton ang St. Ives Joint Water Board.— 
Construction of booster station on St. Neot’s-rd, 
Bourn. L. Pattinson, B.Sc., A.M.I.C.E., engineer to 

a County Hall, Hobson-st., Cambridge. Dep. 


“Lincoln City.—Four shops and four maisonettes, 


Monks Tower estate. City A., Stamp End. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

t*Portsmouth T.C.—69 maisonettes and flats at 
Hall-st. and Union-pl. area. .City A., Municipal 
Offices, 1, Western-parade. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Sedbergh R.D.C.—46 houses. M. G. Shaw, L., 


+ Highgate, Kendal. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Sittingbourne and Milten U.D.C.—Six blocks of 
fats at Canterbury-rd. site. C., Council Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

+*West Sussex C.C.—Schools at Crawley, 
and Horsham and additions at Steyning, 


A., Chichester. 
AUGUST 1, 


Ferring 
County 


*Chelmsford.—Sports pavilion, Melbourne Park. 
B.E. and Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 
“Chelmsford T.C.—18 houses, Chignall estate. 
B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
+*Chester T.c.—In fants’ school, Blacon, Cc 
Greenwood (L.), City E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 3. 


*Essex C.C.—Pair of smallholders’ cottages at 
seaumont, nr. Clacton-on-Sea. ‘County Land Agent, 
69, Duke-st., oo 

UGUST 5. 

Holsworthy (Devon) R.D.C.— Erection of 34 houses 
on various sites. A. Hooper, surveyor. 

*Slough T.C.—76 eves es, Priory estate, Burham. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST §. 

*St. Austell U.D.C.—32 me 

Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 
AUGUST * 

*Beckenham_ Boro’.—80_ dwellings, 
estate, West Wickham. James Dove, 
£2. 


at Poltair. E. &&., 


Oak Lodge 
B.E. Dep. 


AUGUST 12. ' : 
*Bradford E.C.—Erection of Eccleshill North in- 
fants’ school, City A., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 14. 
t*Southgate B.C.—36 flats and 
Bramley- ~ 5 — rd. site. B.E. & &., 
Hall. Dep. 
*Southport ned 


nursery. B.E 
AUGUST 1). 

North Wales Counties Training College Com- 
mittee.—Construction of arts and crafts block at 
Bangor Normal College. C. W. Glover and Part- 
ners, architects, 54, Victoria-st., London, S.W.1. 


Dep. £5. 
AUGUST 2 

*Bournemouth C.B.—Junior s icles South Kinson. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £3 3s, 

AUGUST 28. 

Bentley-with Arksey (Yorks) U.D.C.—Erection of 
28 houses and incidental work (contract No. 28). 
R. N. Penlington, engineer, Council] Offices, Cooke- 
st., Bentley, nr. Doncaster. Dep. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 5. 

*Southampton Corporation.— Reinforced 
work for contract No. 9, River Itchen 
R. R. H. Meggeson, T.C. Dep. £5. 

NO DATE. 

*Cheltenham Boro’.—70 dwellings, Hesters-way 
estate. G. Gould Marsland, B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Guildford T.C.—Public convenience, Bus Station, 
Farnham-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Midhurst R.D.C.—18 houses, Easebourne.  T. 
Greenfield, F., ‘‘ Newstead,” Midhurst. Dep. £1 1s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 20. 
*Croydon C.B.—External er-grs of requisitioned 
lls. 


six houses at 
Town 


Extension, Bedford Park day 


concrete 
supply. 


houses, Boro’ Valuer. Dep. 
JULY 25. 

*Thurrock U.D.C.—External. painting of houses 
at various estates. E. & S., Council Offices, Grays. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

AUGUST i. 

Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—City S., Town Hall. 
(Materials.) 

AUGUST 4. 


Rayleigh U.D.C.—External painting of 9% council 
houses within the urban district. H. P. Turner, 
M.I.Mun.E., E. & S., Council’ Offices, Rayleigh. 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 27. 
St. Thomas R.D.C.—Construction of 200,000-gallon 
mass concrete reservoir near Upton Pyne and _lay- 
ing of some 20,000 yds. of cast-iron pipes. Ross 


Hooper & Harvey, engineers, 38, Market-pl. 
ell Wilts. Dep. £5. 
St. Thomas R.D.C.—Construction of four r.c. 


reservo:rs at Dunchideock, Kennford, Dunsford and 


Perridge. Ross Hooper & Harvey, engineers, 38, 
Market-pl., Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £5. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—Tyrre Service Station.—We have now 
been lores that Mr. Kenneth Anns, L.R.I.B.A., 
1, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.2, is architect to the 
Marsham Tyre Oo., Ltd., on whose behalf he has 
sought town planning and byelaw consent to a 
proposed scheme for a tyre service stn. at Purley- 
way. (See our June 30 issue.) 

Dagenham.—Bopy Suxippinc BuiLtpinc.—Briggs 
Motor Bod:es, Ltd., Chequers-la., Dagenham, pro- 
pose a body shipping building at their premises. 

Hackney. —DWELLINGs. —Subject to M.H. loan 
sanction, B.C. propose 18 dwellings on sites at 
Darenth-rd. Boro’ E. & S. has submitted Direct 
Labour estimate. 

Hendon.—Hovuses.—B.C. approved George Wim- 
pey’s proposal to build 142 houses on Mote Mount 
=. a. 

ndon.—CuurcH Hai, Etc.—We'ch & Lander, 
FF R. I.B.A., have applied for town planning con- 
sent to plans for church hall and toilets at 
Goodwyn-ave. Methodist Church, for Trustees. 
Hendon.—Factory.—Romac Industries, Ltd., The 
Hyde, N.W.9, propose factory building at their 
premises. Inquiries to Works Manager. 

St. Pancras.—F.ats, Orrices, Etc.—Plans have 
been prepared by a Clarke Hall, F.R.I.B.A 
6. Masons Yard, Duke-st., St. James’s, S.W.1, os 
104 flats, with offices ay garage on ground floor, 
at Judd-st. site, for B.C. Glover & Partners, 
54, Victoria-st., S.W.1, have been appointed con- 


sultant engineers and Clevely & Bass, 47, Gordon- 
sq., W.C.1, quantity surveyors. 
St. Pancras.—FLats.—Rider Hunt & Partners, 


Bridge House, Queen Victoria-st., E.C.4, have been 
appointed quantity surveyors for Camden High-st. 
housing scheme, for which Norman & Dawhbarn, 
F.R.I.B.A., 5, Gower-st., W.C.1, are architects. 

St. Pancras.—REINSTATEMENT.—B.C. propose re- 
instatement of top floor of requisitioned Handel 
Mansions, Handel-st., by provision of four addi- 
tional flats. Architect, Guy H. Nicholls, L.R.I.B.A., 
66a, Wigmore-st., W.1. Quantity surveyors, Drower 
& Son, 28, Victoria-st., S.W.1. 

St. Pancras.—SITE FoR Hovusinc.—B.C.’s_ Chief 
Architect is preparing scheme for housing develop- 
ment at High-rd. frontage of East Finchley 
cemetery. 

Wandsworth.—F.Lats.—B.C. Housing Com. propose 
to put 3rd phase of Wendelworth estate develop- 
ment under construction during 1951. It will com- 
prise 116 flats. Plans to be ag vik by Lovett 
Gil, F.R.I.B.A., 41, Russell-sq., W.C.1 

Wandsworth.—Fiats.—Harold Baily, “FRALB.A. 
3la, John Adam-st., Adelphi, W.C.2, is preparing 
detailed drawings for 113 flats to be erected next 
year by B.C. as 2nd phase of Seger 8 -cres. scheme. 

Wandsworth.—Suors AnD FLAts. —Shops with 24 
flats over are proposed by B.C. as 2nd phase of 
Rinaldo-st. scheme, for which Boro’ A. is preparing 
detailed plans. Commencement 1951. 


Wandsworth.—FLats.—Tenders to be _ invited 
short!y for proposed 124 flats at Roupell Park 
estate (2nd phase) for B.C. Architect, Clifford E. 
Culpin, F.R.I.B.A., 3, Southampton-pl., W.C.1. 

Wandsworth.—F Lars. —Sketch plans +i Seer 
prepared by Clifford E. Culpin, F.R.I Ss 


Southampton-pl., W.C.1, for 258 flats at eaieaal 


Park estate (3rd and 4th phases combined). Com- 
mencement 1951. 

Wood Green. — Extension.— Vine & Vine, 
AA.R.I.BA., Tudor-chbrs., Station-rd., N.22, have 
prepared plans for extension to premises of 
Phillips Character Shoes, Ltd., 5, Cheapside, 
High-rd. 

(PROVINCIAL) 
Aethwy.—R.D.C. propose 10 houses at Ne 
borough. greenness, T. Alwyn Lloyd, 6, Fa onl 
rd., Cardiff 
Astley.—Boothstown Roman_ Catholics propose 


erection of Chapel of Ease at Lark Hill. 
Barnard Castle.—M.O.W. to erect 57 
houses on Flatts estate. 
Bradford.—T.C. approved erection of 408 houses. 


detached 


52 flats and 75 maisonettes at section “O” of 
Buttershaw estate. 
Brandon (Co. Durham).—F. Hedley, A.R.I.B.A., 


Farnley Mount, Neville’s Cross, 
tect for proposed factory extensions for Hirst & 
Thackway, Ltd., clothing manufacturers. 

Brierley Hill. —U.D.C. propose adaptation of Land 
Army Hostel at Enville-rd., Wallheath, as com- 
munity centre. 

Cheadle and Gatley.—U.D.C. propose 400 houses 
and flats in Councilor-la. area. Surveyor, G. P. 
Stanley. 

Choriey.—R.D.C. propose 6 houses each at Char- 
nock Richard, Heath Charnock and Mawdesley. 


Durham, is archi: 


Surveyor, W. Groves. 


THE BUILDER 


Derbyshire.—E.C. to invite tenders soon for sec. 
school at Chapel-en-le-Frith. Commence in August. 
County A., F. H. Crossley. 

Durham.—M. of E. approved County’s E.C. plan 
for kitchen and din.ag-room at Osbridge-la., 
Stockton, at £11,042—Ministry also sanctioned 
spending of £5,581 on school clinic at Stanley, 
£205,000 for workshop block at Stockton Tech. Col: 
lege, and completion of Stockton Oxbridge-ave. 
Grammar School at £3,000. G. R. Clayton, Court- 
a., Durham, County A. 

Durham.—Canteen to be built at Crookhall 
Victory pit. Plans by Architects’ Staff, Mines 
Welfare Dept., Saville-row, Newcastle. 

Filey.—U.D. C. propose further houses at Muston- 
rd, estate. Architect. F. Vaux, Filey. 

Ince.—U.D.C. approved layout for houses at 
Battersby- st. Plans by surveyor, P. Fairclough.— 
Approved erection of ice cream factory at Holt- st. 
for A. Gianelli. 

Keighley.—T.C. propose 46 houses at Bracken 
Bank estate.—Preparing plans for development of 

Cliffe Castle estate. 

Lancs.—E.C. approved 
£202,110 for erection of Litherland St. 


estimates of 


plans and 
Bede’s R.C. 


Sec. Mod. School; £140,000 for Huyton-with-Roby 
St. Columba’s R.C, Sec. Mod.; £27,550 for Crosby 
College-rd. Infants’ School: £52,047 for Failsworth 


Holt-la. Junior and Infants’ School.—Propose nur- 
sery school at Ashton-under-Lyne.—Branch library 
at Orrell at £12,500.—Conversion of Litt!e Lady- 
shore Colliery canteen into central kitchen.—To 
invite tenders for Upholland Grammar School. 

Littleborough.—Mr. J. W. Burrill, Windy Bank 
Farm, Littleborough, proposes café at Gale Flats at 
£8,000.—U.D.C. propose 250-300 houses at Laneside 
and Stansfield Meadows (commence 1951). 

Liangefni.—U.D.C. propose further 27 houses at 
Corn Hir site. Architect, T. Alwyn Lloyd, 6, 
Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. 

Longbenton. —U.D.C. to build 350 houses. 
by surveyor, A. T. Sweeten, Council Offices, 
Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Macclesfield.—T.C. have transferred site po Ley 
school. 


Plans 
Forest 


Ivy-rd. estate to Cheshire C.C. for prim. 
County A., F. M. Parkes. 

Manchester.—1..C. propose further 162 flats at 
£233,885, and prim. school at Buiton-la., Wythen- 


shawe at £90,750. 

Meriden.—R.D.C. propose 100 houses at Nuneaton- 

rd., Arley. 

Middlesbrough. —E.C. to proceed with second sec. 
school on Stainsby site. Architects, S. W. Milburn 
& Partners, 9, Esplanade, Sunderland. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —United Wire Works to buitd 
factory and offices in Brinkburn-st. Asohioens, 
Arthur & Kirkup, = nburne-st., Gateshead.—T. 
Page, Son & Hill, 75, King- st., South Shields, i 
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July 14 1959 
architects for alterations to “Golden Fleece” 
Hotel, Olayton-st. West, Newcastle, for Truman, 


Hanbury & Buxton, Ltd. —City E.C. to include in 
its building programme next year Rutherford 
Grammar School in preference to Stocksfield-ave, 
County Prim. Sehool. 

Newcastba-on-Tyne._J. W. Taylor & Son, St, 
James’syldgs., Gallowgate, Noewcastle-on-T yne, 
have prepared plans for works shop and office in 
Scotswood-rd. for J. R. Hewitt.—William Stockdale, 
73, Howard-st. North Shields, has prepared p'ang 
for converting “Ranby,”  Adderson-cres., into 
orphanage for the Trustees of Northern Counties 
Orphanage. Maurice Gatoff, 25, Trafalgar-st., 
Newcastle, is architect for Jewish ‘youth centre in 
Windsor-cres 

Northumberland.—C.C. to 
clinic at Broomhill. W. W. 
County Hall, Newcastle. 

Ormskirk.—T.C. seek sanction of £64,484 for 54 
houses at Richmond-ave. estate, Burscough. 

Otley.—T.C. propose 20 houses, May Lea estate, 

Prudhoe-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to erect further 13 
houses on Oaklands site, 

Ramsbottom.—U.D.C. propose 3 blocks of 4 flats 
and 2 blocks of 8 flats at Garnett-st. site. Plans 
by surveyor, E. M. Richardson. 

Royton.—U.D.C. propose 34 houses at Launder. 
brook site. 

Runcorn.—U.D.C. approved revised layout of 
Town Hall estate for 409 houses.—New development 
ay Wigg Works for I.C.I., Ltd., General Chemicals 


build child welfare 
Tasker, County A, 


Salesbury (Blackburn).—Managers of St. Peter’s 


Day School propose extensive alterations to 
buildings. 
Salford.—T.C. propose 27 flats at corner of 


Devonshire-rd. and Kecles O!d-rd., and 24 at Bury. 
st.—To lease land at Bute-st., Weaste, to RC. 
Authorities for erection of All Souls’ Prim. School. 

Plans submitted for: Workshop and store at Whit- 
la. for W. H. Hardman & Co., Ltd.—Additional 
storey at Camp-st. for Juliet (Mayfair), Ltd.—T.0. 
seek loan of £20,000 for redeve!opment of Central 
Garage at Guy Fawkes-st., and £5,260 for altera- 
tions and adaptations at Arley House Reception 
Home. 

Sedgley.—U.D.C. approved plans for: Slabbing 
shop, showroom, offices, etc., at Himley-rd., Lower 
Gornal, for Staffordshire & Worcestershire Glazed 
Tile Co., Ltd. 

South Shields.—Plans to be prepared by Boro’ E. 
for extending transport depot.—North-Eastern Elec- 
tricity Board, Carliol House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, to 
build on site in Grosvenor-rd. area.—J. Wilks, 29, 
King-st., South Shields, has prepared - for 
bilateral sec. tech. school for boys, and J. 8S. Glover 
(same address) has been appointed sale sur- 
veyor.—Tenders to be obtained by E.C. for nursery 
in Westoe-rd. to plans by R. Coltins, Russell-bldgs., 
King-st., South Shields. 

G. R. Smith & Partners, Winchester-st., South 
Shields, have prepared pians for houses in King 
George-rd. and near Moor-la. for J. W. Ridley, 
builder, South Shields. . Morton & Son, 
Martins Bank-chbrs., Fowler-st., South Shields, have 
prepared plans for extending St. Gregory’s Presby- 
tery.—Carmichael Brothers, IL4d., ironfounders, 
Nile-st., South Shie‘ds, to build canteen in Com: 
mercial-rd.—_The T.C. is seeking sanction to pro 
ceed with the reconstruction of a further section 
of King George-rd. at £10,785. It is also proposed 
ae £11,500 on the reconstruction of Waterloo 

ale. 

Stafford.—T.C. approved in principle erection of 
new civic centre at Talbot Smithfie!d, Victoria-rd. 

Stalybridge.—B.C. to invite tenders for 46 houses 
at Buckton Vale estate. Architects, Howard & 
Benson, 88, Mosley-st., Manchester. 

Stone.—R.C. Authorities of St. 
new junior school. 

Stourbridge.—F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose conversion of Victoria Cinema, Lye, into new 
store. 

Sunderland.—T.C. to submit to M.H. schemes for 
health centre at Thorney-c!l (£75,000), extensions to 
Thompson Park day nursery (£8,000), and occupa. 
tional centre for mental health (£20,000). Plans by 
Boro’ A., Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Tipton.—B.C. approved layout plans for develop- 
ment of Park-la. West and Dudley-rd. housing sites. 

Tynemouth.—Fleming & Son, Ltd., sailmakers, 
L ‘ttle Bedford-st., North Shields, are planning 
extensions to their factorv.—E.C. to purchase site 
near Coast-rd. for school for subnormal children.— 
Boro’ E., 19, Howard-st., North Shields, has pre- 
pared preliminary plan for about 400 houses at 
Chirton Grange, and negotiations are to be opened 
to acquire land.—Tenders to be invited by T.C. for 
18 houses in Whitehouse-la., 28, Weldon-pl., and 18, 
Thurston-pl., to plans by Boro’ E. 

Walsall.—T.C. propose children’s lido at Arbore 
dums extension.—B.C. to sell a 3-acre site at 
Darlaston-rd. to Golcher, Ltd., Kingshill, 
Wednesbury, for new factory. 

Whitehaven.—Tenders wi!l be obtained shortly by 
West Cumberland Industrial Development Co., 
30, Roper-st., Whitehaven, for factory extension 
covering 70,000 sq. ft. for Marchon Products, Ltd., 
Whitehaven. Architects, R. Ward & Partners, 33, 
St. George’s-dr., London, S.W.1. 

Whitley Bay. “U.D.C. has inquired about site at 
corner of Marine-ave. and Park View for pr 
library.—U.D.C. Surveyor (E. Roberts) to prepare 


Dominics propose 
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report and estimate on provision of underground 
car park at Bournemouth-gdns. and The Links. 

Wigan.—R.D.C. approved erection of 98 houses at 
Gathurst-la., Shevington. 

Workington.—B.C. approved plans for extensions 
to existing engineering division at Moss Bay for 
United Steel Co., Ltd., Workington Iron and Steel 
Branch. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 

ments. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—Further 9 houses at Crow- 
hill estate, for T.C *W. Piant & Hil Bros., 
Queens-st., Ashton, £110,836 

Balham. "Erection of a block of 50 flats on the 
Trinity-rd. housing site. *Clarke, Barton & Co., 
Ltd., 37, Station-rd., Belmont, Surrey, £62,448. 

Barnard Castle.—Erection of six houses on the 


Evenwood site, for R.D.C.: *R. C. Williamson 
(Durham), Ltd., Rowlands Gill, Co. Durham, 
£7,567. 


Barnsba ay.—72 houses at Athersley estate, for B.C.: 
*Direct labour, £80,538. 

Bath T.C.—Erection of kitchen and di ning-room 
accommodation at the City of Bath Girls’ School. 
W. N. Bence, A.F.S. (Eng.), M.R.San.I., Surveyor 
to the Education Committee, 23, High-st., Bath: 
*T, F. Brain & Co., 26, Queen- -sq., Bath, £9,799. 

Berwick. —Erection of houses and shops, for T.C.: 
*J. H. Pierce, Berwick (subject to M.H. approval). 

Berwick-on-Tweed T.C.—Erection of 40 houses. 
J. Armitage, A.M.I.-Mun.E., Municipal-bldgs., Ber- 
wick-on-Tweed: *Mr. J. H. Pierce, Builder and 
Contractor, Berwick-upon-Tweed, £45,315. 

Birmingham.—Reinstatement of Harborne Baths, 
for T.C.: *F. N. Adams, Ltd. 

Birmingham.— Houses, for T.C.: 94 at Brand- 
wood Park estate, *W. J. Simms, Sons and Cooke, 


Ltd., Nottingham, £104,114; 172 at Turves Green 
estate, *S. Smith & Go., Ltd., Wednesbury, 
£194,748 ; 32a Edenbridge-rd., *Goodway 


(Builders), Ltd., 1,204, Stratford-rd., £36,103; 18 at 
Elm estate, *Biddle & Homer, Ltd., 20, Waterloo- 


st., £20,887; 12 at Kitts Green-rd., *Hales & Co., 
2, Water Orton-rd., Castle Bromwich; 10 at Tile 
Cross estate, *A. W. Hawkesley, Ltd., Gloucester, 
£13,045; 4 at Victoria-st., *Stubbs Bros. (Hands- 
worth), Ltd., 55, Booth-st. i 
Birmingham. — 100 “ Wates”’ houses at Kitwell 
Farm estate (second housing contract), for the 
T.C.: *Wates, Ltd., Norbury, London, S.W.16, 
£107,780; roads and sewers on the above estate, 
*Wates, Lid., Norbury, London, S8.W.16, £113,683. 
Bradford.—32 houses at Bierey Extension ‘‘A”’ 
estate, and 16 at Willow Drive estate: *M. Har- 
rison & Co. (Leeds), Ltd., Farnley, Pudsey. 
Bucks.—Primary school at Chorley Wood, for 
C.c. County A., County Offices, Aylesbury: 
*Francis Jackson seca Ltd., Glebe-ave., 
Ickenham, Middx., £44,397 
Chelmsford.—32 houses with road works, ete., my 
Writtle, for R.D.C. Architect, S. Bra 
A.R.I.B.A. Quantities by Messrs. Fleetwood po 
& Anns: 
a. 2. Maule, Chelmsford ‘a £54,724 
Loftwoods, Ltd., Burnham-on-Crouch 50,188 
PF. P. Smith (Thurrock), Ltd., Grays... 48,272 
F. M. Noble & Son, Ltd., Chipping besos 47,799 
J. E. Rogerson, Romford Sep 47,750 
V. G. Selwood & Co., Chelmsford ere (2001 
Ashmore Contractors, Ltd., Kensington ... 47,373 
H. Beckwith, Southend’ 5 46,172 
Messrs. A. J. Arno.d, Ltd., Che'msford ... 45,990 
P. E. Gowers, Chelmsford 45,979 
Ringer & Bros. & Co., Ltd., Chelmsford |... 45,879 
The Rollings Construction Co.,  Ltd., 
Chelmsford. agers «- 45,429 
Carter & Ward, Wickford .. 45,204 
Chester.—A'terations to aged persons’ home at 


48-50, Liverpool-rd., for T.C.: 
rd., Saltney, Chester, £5,238. 
Chigwell.——76 flats, Roding Valley estate, Lough- 
ton, for U.D.C. Tooley & Foster, architects, Mi:d- 
land Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst Hill. Quantities by 
surpood, Son & “——o _ 


*J. Roddy, St. Mark’s- 


C. Grover, Ltd., sa es .-- £133,572 
F R. Hipperson — yy Ltd., E.C.2 .. 125,432 
C. S. Foster & Sons, Loughton... 121,600 
Building Estates, Ltd., Woodford Green 118.723 
FP. J. Coxhead & Co., Ltd., Stratford 113,847 
J. & J. Dean, Ltd., E.10__... = 13,463 
R. W. King »(Ballders), Ltd., E.18 109,911 
tMr. A. E. ed, 106,000 
Darlington. ahaa ‘of “The Knoll,” ” Linden- 
ave., Darlington, into offices, for the National 
Assistance Board: *R. Blackett & Sons, Ltd., 63, 


Bondgate, Darlington. 
Denton (Lancs).—Erection of 26 houses on the 
lees House Farm site (ie. E scheme), for U.D.C. 
D. §. Graham, E. & Town Hall. Denton.: 
*Vessey Bros. Scien. Ltd., St. Martin’s-rd., 
Marple. 
Denton (Lancs).—Erection of six houses on the 
Haughton Hal site (No. 3 scheme), for U.D.C. 
. 8. Graham, E. & S., Town Hail, Denton: *Vessey 
Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., St. Martin’s-rd., Marple. 
Benton (Lanos). —Erection of 14 houses on the 
lees House Farm site (No. 7 scheme), for U.D.C. 
D. S. Graham, E. & S., Town Hall, Denton: 
wessey Bros, (Contractors), Ltd., St. Martin’s-rd., 
arple 
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ewsbury.—Stage 1 of Bank Top sec. school, for 
Ben *W. G. Birch (Harrogate), Ltd., 335, Spring- 
field-ave., Harrogate. 
Eccles.—46 houses at Ellesmere Park, for B.C.: 
*Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £56,378. 
Elgin and Noray. —Plans prepared and tenders 


accepted for the War Memorial Veterans’ Elgin 
Houses, Messrs. Rolland, Anderson, Kinnieburgh 
& Paul (FF.), architects and quantity surveyors, 


Forsyth & Son, General Builders, 
Elgin, joinery and carpentry works, etc. *James 
Jounstone, Elgin, plumber and sanitary engineering 
works, etc. *J. L. T. Parkinson, Aberdeen. 
Ince.—U.D.C. propose 3 houses at Petticoat-la. 
site: *J. Gaffney & Son, Wigan, £35,315 (subject 
to M.o.H. approval). 
Lanes.—Works for E.C.: 


Forres. We 


Alterations and adapta- 
tions at Singteton Hall, to provide a special resi- 
dential school, *Thatcher sontracting Co., Ltd., 
Thornton, £17,100; additional classrooms at ‘Crosby 
Waterloo Park school for girls, *Bristol Aeroplane 


Co. (Housing), Ltd., and Gilbert Ash, Ltd., Lon- 
don; additional classrooms at Newton-le-Willows 
sec. mod. school, *Bristo] Aeroplane Co. (Housing), 
Ltd.; erection of Middleton Moorclose sec. mod. 
school, *J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. Man- 


chester, £221,252; 
pressed Piling Co., 
at Ulverston “Dale- st. 
plane Co. (Housing), 
North-rd. jun. and 


foundation piling, *Franki Com- 
£10,984: additional classrooms 
county school, *Bristo] Aero- 

Ltd.; erection of Audenshaw 
inf. school, *Moston Brick & 
Building Co., Ltd., Collyhurst, Manchester, £97,353 ; 
phase 1 of Oldham Limehurst prim. school, *Green- 
woods Building Industries, Ltd., Oldham, £81,553. 

Lichfield—34 dwellings at Wheel-la. estate, for 
T.C.: *Sabin & Young, Walsall, £36,678 (subject 
to M.o.H. approval). 

Lincoin.—Adaptation and additions to Roseland 
children’s home, Scothern, for T.C. P. F. Burridge, 
F.R.1.B.A., City A., Stamp End, Lincoln. Quanti- 
ties by A. E. Thornton-Firkin & Partners, 10, Mint- 
st., Lincoln: *Walters, Sons & Myland, Ltd., 19- 
2la, Croft-st., Lincoln, £5,786. 

Liverpool.—Road and sewer work to serve areas 
on the Kirkby estate: *Sir Alfred Alpine & Co., 


Ltd., £136,649. 

Llangefni. — 24 houses at Corn Hir site, for 
U.D.C.: *Direct labour. 

Lieyn.—Houses, for R.D.C.: four at Rhoslan, 
*Mr. W. P. Ellis, Clynnog, £5,216; 10 at Sarn, *Mr. 


D. Roberts, Llannor, £14,050. 


{London (Admiraity).—Lee-on-Solent, R.N. Air 
Station: Repairs to hangar doors and roller 
shutters. Carter-Horseley (Engineers), Ltd., Mere- 
bank-la., Waddon, Surrey. 

{London (Admiratty). .—Particulars of contract 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 


Admiralty :— 

Lossiemouth: R. 
Wm. Briggs & Sons, 
Dundee. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of new contracts 
to value of £500 or over for week ended July 1:— 

Surjace dressing work: Wirksworth Quarries, 
Ltd., 286, Pentonville-rd., London, N.1; Roads Re- 
construction (1934), Ltd... Stoneleigh House, Frome, 
Somerset. Painting work: D. Humberstone & Co., 
North Somercotes, Louth, Lincs; West Midlands 
Erection Co., Ltd., Willenhall, Staffs; F. Labbett & 


N.AS., 
Ltd., 


Site works for houses, 
East Camperdown-st., 
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Sons, 258, Derby-rd., Nottingham; W. A. Fuseell, 
23-4, Orchard-pl., Southampton, Maintenance work: 
W.'C. Reade of Aldeburgh, Lid., — High-st., 
Aldeburgh; Simcock & Usher, Lid., Leonards- 
rd., Northampton; Bosworth & Wakeford, iid. 


Daventry, Northants. Heating alteration ant 

Seward & Co., Chester. Building work: F. 
‘Howells, Ltd., 83, Bartlett-st., Caerphilly: C. tan 
& Sons (Dover), Ltd., Widred- rd., Dover; Chas. RB 


Price, 19-20, Hallgate, Doncaster; F. R. Hipperson 
& Son, Lid., 6, Broad-st.-pl., London, E.C.2; W. 
(Lawrence & Son, Ltd., London- st., Swaffham, ’Nor- 
folk; Jellings Builders, Ltd., Westwood Bridge, 
Peterborough. 

§London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ended June 24: 

Banffshire: Portsoy junior sec. school, Erection 
of kitchen and dining-room, A. D. Walker, 32, Dun- 
can-st., Banff. Devonshire: Alphington-rd., Exeter, 
Erection of T.O.B.’s, Staverton Builders, Ltd., Tot- 
nes, Devon. Dorsetshire: Bracpole grammar school, 
Bridport, Erection of temporary classrooms, Osborne 
Bros., Charles Mead-rd., Brdport. Hampshire: 

P.O., High Stress, Southampton, Extensions to 
workshop, postal store, etc., Wm. A. Fussell, 23-24, 
Orchard-pl., Southampton, 

Inverness-shire : Torlam public school, Benbecula, 
Erection of kitchen and dining-room, Scottish 
macadam & Asphalte Co., Lid., 44-52, Bilbao-st. 
Glasgow; Staffin public school, ‘Skye, Erection of 
temporary classrooms, kitchen and dining-room, as 
above. Lancashire: Crosby-rd., North Waterloo, 
nr. Liverpool, Erection of telephone exchange, 
James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., 12, Playfair-st., Glas- 

gow, S.E. Lincolnshire : Forestry Commission, 
Kirkby Underwood, nr. Bourne, Erection of houses, 
W. H. Rouse, 20, Queen-st., Stamford. | 

Norfolk : Bridgeham Forestry Commission, Erec- 
tion of 3 pairs houses, Goddards of Thetford, 
Station-rd., Norfolk. Nottinghamshire : H.P.O., 
Church Hill, Mansfield Woodhouse, -Extension of 
sorting office, Harold Ashley & Son, Lid., Mansfield 
Woodhouse, Mansfield. Staffords shire: P.O. Train- 
ing School, Howard Hall, Yarnfield, Erection of 
study and welfare building, M. A. Boswell (Con- 
tractors), ‘Ltd., School-st., Wolverhampton. Yorke 
shire : Ministry of Agriculture, The Airfield, Cot- 
tam, nr. Driffield, Formation of hostel, R. Clemin. 
shaw, Ltd., West-prde., Hull. 

{London ‘(War Dept.).— Works contracts placed by 
War Dept. for week ended July 1. Gloucestershire; 
Miscellaneous work, W. Enoch, Cheltenham, 
Surrey : Repairs to lancashire boilers. H. S, Marsh, 
Ltd., Reading. Wiltshire: Miscellaneous work 
Downing, Rudman & Bent, Ltd., Chippenham ; road 
work, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., Exeter; miscellaneous 
work, AS. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Wey- 


hill; miscellaneous work, & H. Challis. Ludgers- 
hall; miscellaneous work, S. W. Foster, Ltd., Rad. 
stock. 

Northants: Painting and decorating work, F. 


Labbett & Sons, Nottingham. Leicestershire: Build. 


ing work, A. H. Taylor (Nottingham). Attenboro. 
Yorkshire: Building work, Myton, Ltd., Hull. 
Sussex: Miscellaneous work, Y. J. Lovell & Son, 
Ltd., Horsham. 

Kent : Painting work, C. J. Else & Co., Ltd., 
Matlock; miscellaneous work, C. Jenner & Son, 
Ltd., Folkestone. Stirlingshire : Miscellaneous 
work, Robert Beatson & Son, Alloa. Lancashire: 
Miscellaneous work, J. Neal, Barrow-in-Furness; 


painting work, H. G. Oates, Ltd., Bradford. 
Long Eaton (Derby).—Erection of 32 houses on 


4 housing scheme No. 18), Wilsthorpe-rd., for 

-D.C. F. Turner, E. & a Town Hall, Long 
ina, * A. Taylor (Nottm.), Ltd., 151, Atten- 
borough-la., Attenborough, Notts, £40,998. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne, — Erection of 19 traditional 
houses in Western-ave. and Olove!ly-ave., Grainger 
Park estate, for C.C. City 4., George Kenyon, 18, 


Cloth Market, Newcastle: *William Leech 

} ge Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
yoo —18 houses at Lambsickle-la.,_ for 

bE *Rapid Brick Construction Co., he 
25,11. 


Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd. -—Com- 

tracts placed from May 20 to June 20:— 
Site Servicing. 

Queenzieburn, Stirling (50 tradl.), County road 
surveyor, Viewforth, Stirling, road and footpath 
surfacing : Queenzieburn, Stirling (50 trad!.), The 
Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 45, 
Hope-st., Glasgow, access footpath surfacing. 

House Erection. 

Beith-rd., Johnstone (50 Weir), Scottish Gas 
Board, Johnstone, piping from mains to meters; 
Beith-rd.. Johnstone (40 tradi.) (50 Weir), Scottish 
Gas Board, Johnstone, excavating and infilling 
track: Menstrie, Clackmannan (104 tradl.), James 
Strang & Son, Polmont, additional boundary fenc- 
ing: Tilticoultry, Clackmannan (76 Atholl), Barnet 
& Morton, High-st., Kirkcaldy, division and front 


fencing. 

ne Cumnock (40 tradl.), Archibald _Low 
& Son, 82, Merkland-st., Glasgow, plumber; Hart- 
hill, Lanarkshire (94 tradl.), Boyne Smith & Wylie, 
20, Ne'son-st., Edinburgh, electrical; Chryston, 
Lanarkshire (102 trad!.), Boyne Smith & Wylie, 20, 
Nelson-st., Edinburgh, electrical; Harth‘ll, Lanark- 
shire (94 tradl.), Alex. W. Thomson, 132, Main-st., 
Bellshill, plumber 

Chryston, Lanarkshire (102 tradl.), Geo. Ferguson 
& Son. Ltd., 6, East High-st.. Airdrie, plumber; 
Tilicoultry, Clackmannan ‘- Atholl), Alexander & 
Son, Belford-rd., Edinb argh guard railings to 
houses; Sighthi 1 Edinburgh (4 Bellrock), Northern 





60 
Sports Ground Construction Co., George-st., Edin- 
burgh, fencing; Netherthird, Cumnock (40 tradl.), 
Boyne Smith & Wylie, 20, Nelson-st., Edinburgh, 


electrical. 
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The Largest Truly Representative 
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ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 
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Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 
Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb, London"’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 
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& Morton, High- 


Halbeath, Fife (8 Weir), Barnet 
a 


st., Kirkcaldy, divis:on front fencing ; 


Balioch (10 tradl.), Barnet & Morton, High-st., 
Kirkcaldy, division front and rear fencing; Forth, 
Lané arkshire (50 tradl.), Northern Sports Ground 
Construction. Co., George-st., Edinburgh, chain link 
fencing ; Ca:rnhill, New Cumnock (88 M. Clyde), 
Northern Sports Ground Construction Co., George- 
st., Edinburgh, chain link front fencing. 
Maintenance. 

Dalneigh, Inverness (64 S. Timber), Kenneth 
Chisholm, Jr., 47, High-st., Inverness, painter; 
Stockethill, Aberdeen (96 S. Timber), William 
Sm:th, 41, A‘byn-st., Aberdeen, painter. 

Sheffield. Secondary school at Re avensthorpe, for 


E.C.: tJ. F. Finnegan & Co., Ltd., 847, Ecclesha’l- 


rd., Sheffield 10. 
Southampton.—Erection of a new county primary 


(junior) hy for B.C.: *Gorham Contractors, 
Ltd., £100,2 

South Shields. —Erection of 60 ponent. on 5imon- 
side estate, for T.C. John Reid, B.E Ww. 
Kvans (Contractors), Ltd., Norfolk-st., imcheant 
£69,943. 

Wallasey. —Houses, for B.C.: 16, *S. Burrows & 


Moreton; 10, *J. Tate & Sons, 
*J. L. Leach & Co., 433, 


and flats, for B.C. 


Sons, Hoylake-rd., 
241, Wallasey Village ; 8, 
Leasowe-rd., Wallasey. 

Walthamstow.—H ouses : 4 
houses, Howard-rd., tR. J. Minchin & Co., Ltd., 
Chigwell Works, COhigwell-rd., Woodford Green, 
Essex; 18 flats, Stoneydown, Blackhorse- rd.: t & 
J. Dean, Ltd., Ruckholt Works, Ruckhold- rd., 
ton, E.10; 18 flats, Montalt-rd.: tJ. & J. Sean. 
Ltd., Ruckholt Works, Ruckho't-rd., Leyton, E.10. 

Wellington (Salop).—22 houses at Donnington, for 
R.D.C. Architect, J. Brian Cooper, F.R.I.B.A. 
Quantities by Water B. Bond, F.R.I.CS. : tBuild- 
ings and Equipment, Ltd., Sedgley. 

Bye > Bromwich.—85 houses and flats at Trotters- 

Hateley Heath estate, for B.C.: *Direct labour, 

£81, 951; 18 flats and maisonettes at Whiteha‘l-rd., 
*Sir R. McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., £20,673. 
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SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
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HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 
STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row. 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 
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Westminster.—Conversion of No. 9, Henrietta. 
st. into district offices for the Road Haulage Execy. 
tive under the direction of ei A. Godd, F.R.1L.OS, 
Divisional Surveyor. . L. Bird, Ltd., Hainault: 


st., Ilford, Essex, £567. 

Whitley Bay.—Erection of six houses in Pine. 
tree-gdns., for U.D.C.: *H. Jewels, Whitley Bay. 
Wigan (Lancs).—Erection of 16 houses and 4 
flats on Shevington site, for R.D.C. Council Sur. 
veyor, Bank-chbrs., Wallgate, W:gan:— 

** Bilow ” Contractors, Wigan : 

Cough & Gaskell, Lid., Wigan 

C. Melling, Upholland ... a 

Nixon & ss. Orrell 

N. Orrell, Standis' ish 

L. Dickinson, Upholl and ... 

Gaffney & Son, Wigan ... 

J. Gee, Pemberton. ... a 

*J. Gaskell & Sons, Orrell 


(Subject to M.O.H. approval.) 
Workington.—48 “‘ Easiform”’ houses at Laverock 
estate, for B.C.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Car. 


lis'e, £60,046. 

York.—Block of 10 flats at By!and-ave., for T.C, 
City E. & Architect, Guildhall: *J. Yates, Osbald- 
wick, York, £12,053. 

York.—One block of 30 flats at Navigation-rd. 


& Arc hitect, Guildhall: 
Spen-la., York, £37,855. 


C. J. Minter, City E. *Wm. 


Birch & Sons, Ltd., 
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SMART'S LANE, 
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WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 | 
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IN USE 


B | 
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ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KiLBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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